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Carolina Alkali was one of those rare souls who was for- 
ever trying to do something for some one else, whether a relation 
of her own, or a mere stranger. If no one wom she knew needed 
anything done far him or her, she would ferret out same one she 
did not know. 

Now judging by the historical record of events, one may be 
pardoned fa@ assuming that at all times there were plenty of peo- 
ple who were in need of same kind of assistance, Rete she 
did not meander very far, nor search very long, for the one whom 
she was ready assist. 

One day while roaming in a strange neighborhood, she dis- 
covered a man about thirty-nine years of age, who was sick, pen- 
niless and ff¥iendless. And she was only a slip of a girl, about 
seventeen years of age. She lost no time in appealing to her 
mother that the man be installed in her ow room until he recover- 
ed fully. 

The man was handsome, intelligent, and his trade or profes- 
sion was fresco painting. Fresco painting was much in vogue 
fifty and more years ago in Roumania, because everyone who was 
somebody and had money to pay for the work was anxious to have the 
ceihing and walls of at least the living room adorned with figures, 
landscapes, etc. Hence Leibu, Sarolina's protege could be depended 
upon to earn money again as soon as he got well. 


The mother told her daughter that she cmid do as she pleased, 
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and thelatter lost no tine in transferring theman from the room 
he waS occupying when she discovered him into her own. 

To say that she was happy would be putting it mildly. 

Shortly atter installing the man in her own home. carolina 
called a physician woo diagnosed the former's malady as a case 
of Neurasthania. the ph /sician assured voth Uarohina and her 
mother that good food and good care, expecially res& and quite 
would fully restore the man's health in a few weeks. but instead 
of "a few wecks", the man lingered about three months. lieverthe- 
less, he fully recovered eventually, and was ready to go back to 
work as soon as it was offered to himi se looked around for work 
but being winter very little fresco work wes going on. ‘fhat sort 
or work was usualiy done in tnespring and summer, because of 
Climatic condiditions. 

One day Leibu packed his few belongings, and ne told the 
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widow Alkali that he had imposed upon tnem sufficiently long; 
that he was under ever lasting obligations to her and to her 
daughter for the good care they had taken of him while recover- 
ing from his illness; that he was .oing to live at his old 
lodging place; and lastly, that he bid them both good bye. 
After carerulliy listening to his statements, irs. Alkali 
said; "Mr. Leibdu, winter is upon us; i know that you have nei- 


ther work nor money nor any other friend; therefore, please 


take your Delongings to the room Zou have occupied all of these 
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many months, and it will be yours until you secure work. Also 
the set at the table where you set heretoforeis yours. You must 
not leave my house.” 

Carolina supported her mother's stand, andiir. Leibu yielded 
to their wishes. ‘whe undisclosed fact was, altno ieibu suspected 
it, that the widow had talles in love with her daughter's protege. 

opring came and iir.e Leibu found plenty of work. s$eing a 
good worker and earning good money, he was whowering presents on 
both, the mother and the daughter, besides taking them on short 
trips to various summer sorts. At one of t.ese resorts, while 
irs. Alkali and ir. Leibu were looking at the various bathers 
from the shore where they were sitiing, the latter asked the fprmer 
to marry him, and she consentedvon the spot. 

When Uarolina heard the news she was overjoyed. the next 
day, nowever, Carolina said to her mother; "I am most happy that 
you and lim. Leibu are going to be married; but, 1 should not care 
to remain in this city after th:t event takes place. [ and brother 
Max will go to theUnited States of America. ‘there | shall try 
to become a teacher of languages, aud iiqgx will follow his own 
trade, or with my help he will engage in some business. 

It should be said,en passant, that Carolina was a moat 
diligent sutdent, both in school and away irom it. She read 
in both the German and the French languages, these two languages 


every lyceum student, whether male, or female, was compelied to 


taney eur diomtosend oe gory oma 
bobtety uSt ot ctbae baste e!x0sdon oid pesroqaue 4 <bLO Mh 
besoeceue udder edttn Aiaw tos? pesoLoat bay V4 petielw steal ag: “ 

+ egeTowy a’ notiigusb nek ddiw evol ok eeiter best wobiw esd. done! te 
B aitleg «atow to venete bagot udsol et ba eis ities ss . 

nO Btkece%g gut? 39u onw ‘Baw ed Yeouom wus gutimnse ta wextow B60 
srode ao ‘wed? guijad eedteed , midyued eid bos tescon etd vated 
olicw ,edsopet 63a ¢ to. ene 3A , 28106 noun “ enf0.L2B¥ os. eqitd 
atentud ‘asottav ead te gabiool etew siied +t. bis-ifsita - ent 
mewtar eis fokas neddsl end kd de etew qeud a iedw etode oat wort 
-Joqe odd soy hedagamos ane. bis Ree vita oo a 

dxea of: . beyotaeve Baw oie ewea eiy barged ast Lotay asi = a 
taitt dae teow ma I" :seddem sed oF Diese buifoxsy , Tevenod ih | 
exBo ton bluoda i,t pbeivsam ed 08 pitts gia ube. +t, bas soy 
todeond hus I» edalg ected saove tld. tov te wee bind ai aisme%, of : 
vit Lise 1 exusds + aot ‘tals to Be ata pes iavods PK, os, heh at ? 

nwo eid wolfot iiiw mpi bs 3 ,eogerscad ‘to wesiouer 2 ee om a 

- agoniand emoe ai epapie Litw om gted wu a bw me EG 

jsom 8 Baw pri Toe: disid lat 6,5 ia a pivots a 2 a : 

baer oe sti mows yswa Bus Loodee st sed tum fH be 


4 


Carol Friedmann, a native of Rownmania, sixty-two years of 
age, has lived in San Francisco about forty-two years. He emi- 
grated to the United States shortly after the twentieth year in 
consequence of information he had derived from the studies while 
a student ai a private school in the town of Ploesti, where he 
was born. 

fwo subjects interested him more than any other when he was 
not quite fifteen years of age, namely history and geography. 
The reason for this preference, he says, was the face that he was 
anxious to know in which one of the many countries one could grow 
up to become a man and enjoy the privileges of life and liberty 
without being harrassed by the government under which he then 
lived. In his mative country he would have had to become a sol- 
dier, and eventually a nobody, unless he md been a member of a 
certain class,and that meant the rich. 

From his interest in the two subjects mentioned, he learned 
of many countries other than the United States, where one could 
ag it were, live his own life; but, at that time European Steam- 
ship eeicciniee were outbidding each other in the attempt to car- 
ry as many emigrants (most of whom travelled in the so-called 
steerage class), from the various European ports to the United 
States. 

Shortly after attaining the age of eighteen years, Fried- 
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mann graduated from the private school and eold continue to 
study only by going to Viemma or Berlin, but his father had not 
the means for that purpose. Therefore, he became a Clerk in a 
grain brokerage house in a port city knowmm as Braila. while 
thus employed he daily came in contact with officers of grain- 
carrying steamers from practically every port in the workd, a 
few of whom tock qiite a fancy to him. 

One day he mentioned to ons of the captains who was in com- 
mand of an English ship of his great desire to leave Roumania 
for the United States, and the latter said: "I expect to be 
back in about two months, and, if you then still have the desire 
to emigrate, and if you will be ready to sail with my ahide I 
shall take you as fer as Liverpool. At that port, 1 shall seée- 
cure for you passage to New York through some one of my many 
friends who are in command of steamers plying between those two 
cities". Friedmann thanked the captain heartily, and said that 
he would be ready to sail when the laiter retwmed. 

Friedmann, of course, had to convey the information of his 
intention to Roumania to his parents, for, unlike in this day 
and age, young men, at any rats, the great majority of them had 
mach respect for their wrents' feelings at that time. Henee, 
instead of writing to them, he told his employer that he wanted 
to visit his parents during some forthcoming holidays, and he 


was given leave of absence for one week. 
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After reaching home Friedmann did not broach the subject 
for which he made the journey, but gave some valid excuse for 
it. The next day, however, vhen he was alone with his mother, 
he told her the real reason for his visit. His mother, of 
course, instantly shed tears, but she never uttered a word that 
might mve intimated to her sen to change his mind. All she 
said was that he should te11 his father, who perhaps knew best 
what would be for his benefit in the future. 

The very seme day he went to this father's place of busi- 
ness, and, finding the latter unengaged, he immediately told him 
the object of his journey. After listening to his son's inten- 
tion and the reasons for it, the father said: "My son, I rather 
expected thai the time would com when you would be dissatisfied 
with the political and social coniitions in this country; there- 
fore, I am hot at all surprised ai what you told me, and since 
it would be your duty to wesent yourself to the army authori- 
ties for conscription, Iam rether glad that you thought about 
the matter and mde your decision. All that I am able to wish 
you is good luck to your future in the mw country and when you 
will be ready to leave I shall try to spare yon.a small sum of 
money «" he 

Six weeks later Friedmam was on a steamer bound for Liver- 
pool, the captain who had made him the promise returning sooner 
than he had antici mted. 
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fwo days after reaching Liverpool the captain secured pas- 
sage fa@ Friedmann on a steamer bound for New York. While cross- 
ing the Atlantic Friedmann made the acquaintance of a young wan, 
older than himself whose home was in Califa@rnia, and the latter 
deseribed that state in such glowing terms that the former de- 
cided they should make the journey together. But when they went 
toa railroad ticcet office in New York City to purchase tickets 
for California, Friedmann discovered that the money he still had 
was not sufficient to purchase a ticset for even half the dis- 
tance between New York City and San Franeisco. Instantly his com- 
panion sensed Friedmann's predicament and taking him aside, the 
former said: "If you are short of money do not hesitate to tell 
me, for I can secure as mich money as i want by means of a letter 
of credit 1 carry. I am sure that you will repay me the money 
after you will be in California a little while. Of course, Fried- 
mann had become attached to the young mean as they continually 
discussed many subjects in a language they both spoke fiuently, 
namely German; hence the former did not hesitate to confide in 
the latter of his insufficient means. After tickets were bought 
they spent three days in New York City, and then they were on 
their way. 

When they reached San Francisco the young man (the real Ca-+ 
lifornian of a long since past age), took Carol to his own home, 
and introduced him to his parents and a sister about sixteen years 
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years of age. He was asked to remain with them as a guest un- 
til he was rested from the long journey and decided upon some 
plan for the future. Of course, Friedmann, for lack of money, 
was constrained to accept the invitation with many hearty thanks. 

Two days later Friedmann learned that his host was in the 
grain business, and that his sen was his associate. Bi-annually 
the son went to Liverpool to discuss, with their associates lo- 
‘cated in that city, matters pertaining to the grain business. 

Duving their trip from Liverpool to San Francisco, Fried- 
aim had mentioned to the young man that he had been a clerk in 
@ grain bookerage office in Roumania. 

One day the young man said to his father; "Friedmann is a 
niece chap and I em very fond of hime Why not give him a chance 
in our own office?" ‘Thereupon his father said; "Tl, too, am 
fond of him, and so is mother, buts he speaks a very broken Eng- 
lish." Then said the young man; "Father dear, Friedmann will 
speak a better English than either you oe I in less than one 
year. In the meantime we can use him as a time~keeper."” "O.K.", 
said the father to his son, "have your ovwm way in the matter." 
In less than a week, Friedmann was asked to report for work. 

His weekly pay was fixed at twenty dollars, and he was to room 
and beard with a family whose members were friemis of his employ- 
Ors. 


Like meny other emigrants to the United States from Rouma- 
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nia, who had received a thprough fundamental education in their 
native country, especially a good knowledge of the German and 
French languages, it was easy for Friedmam to master the Ing- 
lish language as well as adapt himself to any sort of agreeable 
work. Therefore in about eight months from the time he landed 
in the United States, by mans of intensive reading of good Rng- 
lish literature with the help of a good dictionary, Carol spoke 
a fairly good English, and he was trensferred to the office 
where he was appointed cashier. Thenceforward Friedmann's pro- 
gress was fast, and at the md of his first year with the firm 
he became one of the firm's buyers. 

In the meantine the junior member of the firm treated him, 
not only as a friend, but made him his steady companion. They 
both like good literature; they both liked billiard and chess; 
they both enjoyed a good show; they both were very fond of mu- 
sic; and last, but not least, neither of them gambled nor drank. 
They were both continually absorbed in the grain business, and 
after business hours, either they engaged in intellectual pur- 
suits or some innocent diversion once a week, and some weeks 
Friedmann had to appear for dinner at his employers' home. Oth- 
er nights he would call on his junior employer after dinner. 
Thus matters continued to the satisfaction of all parties con- 
‘gerned for about three years when like lightening from the sky, 
the junior member confided in Friedmann that he was about to 
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marry the young lady whom he often mt in their home. fFried- 
mann, of course, could omly do the obvious, that is, csongratu- 
late his friend and benefactor heartily, but at the same time, 
he felt as if something snapped in his heart. For after marry- 
ing he could not possibly have the junior employer as his compa- 
nion. Infact, a day later, Friedmann said to his friend; "What 
will become of me after you are married?" After a few seconds 
of hesitation his friend said: "Carol, you marry my sister and 
you won't regret it." Two months later his junior employer was 
married, and four months later Friedmann sarried his employers' 


daughter and sister, respectively . 
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Carolina Alkali was one of those rare souls who was for- 
ever trying to do something for some one else, whether a relation 
of her ow, or a mere stranger. If no one thom she knew needed 
anything done far him or her, she would ferret out sane one she 
did not know. 

Now judgi ng by the historical record of events, one may be 
pardoned far assvming that at all times there were plenty of peo- 
ple who were in need af sone kind of assistance, and therefore she 
did not meander very far, nor search very long, for the one whom 
she was ready assist. 

One day while roaming in a strange neighborhood, she dis- 
covered a man about thirty-nine years of age, vho was sick, pen- 
niless and ffiendless. And she was only a slip of a girl, about 
seventeen years of age. §he lost no time in appealing to her 
mother that the man be installed in her om room until he recover- 
ed fully. 

The man was handsome, intelligent, and his trade or profes- 
sion was fresco painting. Fresco painting was moch in vogue 
fifty and more years ago in Roumania, because everyone who was 
somebody and had money to pay for the work was anxious to have the 
ceiling and walls of at least the living room adorned with figures, 
landscapes, etc. Hence Leibu, varolina's protege could be depended 
upon to é¢arn money again as soon as he got well. 


fhe mother told her daughter that she cmld do as she pleased, 
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and thelatter lost no tine in trexsferring theman from the room 
he was occupying when she discovered him into her owe 

fo say that she was happy would be putting it mildly. 

Shortly after installing the man in her own homee Carolina 
called @ physician who diagnosed the former's malady as a case 
of Neurasthania. ‘The ph sician assured both Carolina ond her 
mother that good food and good care, expecially res&é and quite 
would fully restore the man's health in ea few weeks. But instead 
of "a few wevks", the wan lingered about three dortie Neve rthee- 
less, he fully recovered eventually, and was ready to go beck to 
work as soon as it was offered to himk He looked around for work 
but being winter very little fresco work wes -oing ome That sort 
of work was usually done in thespring and summer, because of 


Climetic condiditions. 
One dey Leibu packed his few belongings, and he told the 


widow Slkeali that he had imposed upon tnuem sufficiently long; 
shat he was ander ever lasting obligations to her and to her 
daughter for tne g00d care they had taken of him while recovere 
ing from nis illness; that he was oing to live at his «ld 
lodging place; and lastly, that he bid them both good bye. 
After carefully listening to his statements, tree Alkeli 
said; “Mre Leibu, winter is upon us; Ll know that you have neie~ 


ther work nor mouey nor any otier friend; therefore, please 


take your belongings to the room you have occupied all of these 
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many wouthe, and it will be yours until you secure worke Also 
tne se & at the teble where you set bh retoforeis yours. rou wisi 
nos leave ay house." 

Carolina supported her mother's stand, ondire Leibu yielded 
to their wisi¢és. the undisclosed fact wea, altho jeibu suspected 
dt, that tee widow hud faiies in love #aith her deughter's protesgee 

Spring cane and “re leliou found plenty of srke Being 4 
good worker and earning <ood money, He wes whovering pre-ente on 
both, the mother and the daughter, besides taking tiem on short 
trips te various gumuer sortase At one of t ese resorts, while 
UrSe (Lkeall snd ms. Leibu were looklieg at tie various bo thers 
from the shore where they were sitting, the letter asked the farmer 
to marry him, ond she consented on the 6 pote 

When Varolina heard t..e news she was overjoyede the next 
day, Kowever, Uaroling eaid to her moter; "J am wost happy tic.t 
you and ‘rs ielbu are going to be married; but, I should not care 
$o remain in thie city efter th & event takes siaces jf and Sretner 
Vax wlll go to thelmited Staces of amuriea. Ghere 1 snall try 
to become a Sencher of lengu:ges, ¢.d ex will fellow his own 
trade, or with uy help he will eugage it sone business. 

it should be said,en passant, tict Car.line wes a moat 
diligent sutdent, both in sehool and away irom it. she read 
in both the German and the French languages, these two isuguages 


avery lyceum student, whether male, or foensie, wae compelied to 


pivey ed 


Pee w ytite. Lo Veo é $2996 OF = 


~~ - 
P on : a | # . i 
. & + as : oY , shat 
‘ » 4 . ae re to ie if 
‘ bial i » * uu : Dy NOY CY hee ii a 4h 
rx : 


— i £ . " ? . 202.0 bY t : davvdsre Joop tiene 


Hic ty fw i : > 4 ‘ saalicimaaalll 24) 2 OH ool itd) oi 


to sutdy them thoroughly. Upon graduation every student could 
read and write them as well es the Noumeni n languatee . That 
was of cvourse iiity. or more years sgo.e (The writer is informes 
that the snglish leunuguage ls also being studied today.) 
tax, Carolina's brother on the otherhand, was not cuite so 

briliiant a student as his sister; nevertheless, se begaune a first 
Class workingman in copper end srass-wear, such es chandeliers, 
lamps, candlesticks etc. 

| When the widow .@ekle heard her daughter's decision she was 
non=plussed, but said ucthinge Her turn came the third day, in 
the weentine s.¢@ too, the matter up with her prospective husband 
and that geutimen would not heer of ite He did, however, wake the 
remark to the effect that, if U:rolina and her brother emigrate 
to theUnited States, he and his fiencee would have to go akhonge 

| The third day a consultation was in progress wheat it was 

decided first, that they should marshell their assets and find out 
wjether they could riise the necessary funds for the trip; second+ 
ly that :r-. Leibu should marry krs. alkali .ona day certain; and 


lastly, thet if they did not have sufficient money for the trip 


se 


none sho#ld leave until «11 could goe 

It so happenedthnat tne widow Alkali, in addition to themoney 
left to her b; her deceased husb nd, she had accumulate quite 
a cum from work as a dressmaker to the rich woman of Sotasani. 


In fact, she had about ten thousand francs, end ure Leibu had 
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about two thous:nd francs due him from a job he eas about to 
finish. hat sum, and slo asome additional smell sums from the 
Sale of various articles, was more tuoi sufficient to pay for the 
journey of she four to the United states. 

Accordingly, in about tires weeks Ere Leibu marcied tne 
widow Alkali, and one month thereafter the four members left 
Botosani, Houmania. 

New york City was their goals When they arrived in Hew York, 
they sought and found marters together. After resting for a while 
fax found a _place where it aid not take Him long to provehis 
ability as a first class copper and vrass worker. carolina register- 
ed at one of the night schools for thepprpose of perfecti g here 
self in the English language. Mr. Leibu, on the other hand, could 
find no fresco work, as such work was not much in vogue in the 
United States; therefore, he becaue an ordianry peinter, earning 
five or six dollars a day whenever Kecould sscure a jobe mrs. 
Leibu took cere of the home, sa well is Gatered to theneeds of the 
members of the family. , 

After residing in Rew york vity about a year, Ers. Leibu 
began to notice th t her husband often came home somewhat tisy, 
and whithin the confines of their ovm room she took quite a good 
deal of abuse from him. ut one evening Mr. Leibu not only came 
home somewhat pareli ed from excessive drink, but he used one of his 


fists rather heavily upon Pr. Leibu's face, snd the blood was 
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pouring from her face. She screamed, and that brought her sonand 


daughter to her rescue. That very evening Mr. Leibu wos arrestee 


ed for battery, and the fourth day when his case came up in the 
police court, he was placed on probation for ne year; also, he 
was admonished never again to venture into the homeof his wife 
and children. 

But after th: t unfortunate affair, Carolina persuaded her 
mother 2nd her brother to leaveliew York City for California, and 
in about three weeks they departed without leaving a single trace 
behind tyem. Their destination was Los Anzeles., 

In Loa Angeles Caroline passed an ésamination and succeeded 
in securing a teacher's certificate. Shortly theresfter she 
received an zppointment to teach German and French in on 6 of 
the high schools. 

After teaching in thepublic schools of Los Angeles about ten 
years, she met a men whom she married shortly after, and resigned 
her position. The man was fairly well to do, aud also had a very 
prifitale business in San Fpancisco. Shrtly after their marriage 
they .oved to San Pruncisco, taking with them Carolina's mother. 

About three years efter werriage Carolina had a child, in 


nineteen twenty nine, however, matters took a turn for theworst.e 


Caro,ina(s husband lost all of his money, and real estate holdings. 


Carolina could see only a dark future before her, as ier 


husband seemed unable to rehabilitate himself. But Carolina 


ae 


Tediggsh 


weom: Bet 


ont reenga ged in her own profession as a teacher. = 
Today, she is practically the main support of her ently; 

and this ineludes her husband whom she worships. Some women 

seem to be born brave ,and hence are capable of defying the very 


fates. 
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Miss Nicolueseu was born in Bucurest, the Capital of Rouma- 

nia, which is a beautiful city. One long shopping street, known 
as Calea Victoriei extends from the Chaussee to the river. The Pa- 
lace and two big hotels are situated on that street. ‘There are nu- 
merous shops, which flaunt superfluities at profitable prices. 

Some of the Roumanians who live in the larger cities are rich 

and love to dawdle in the hotels and cafes at noon and afternoon 
drinking "Tuica" and Lounging=-men and women alike--against the 
plate-glass windows, which reflect both their own profiles and the 
Silhouettes of passers-by. Street cabs roll smoothly here on rub- 
ber tires, and the coa chmen resplendent in blue velvet and scarlet 


Sashes have a regal appearance. Life is Childishly simple. They 


— Jate in the morning, and stroll towards the Chaussee at twelve. 


\ 


Bucarest has several parks, two are pretty and one alone is fa- 
Shionable. This latter is the Chaussee, a sort of "Champs Elysees" 
but it leads out into the open country instead of towards a Bois. 
Here lead all roads where motors travel, and here, towards evening 
end all Roumanian "perfect days", for the whole population of the 
town drives or strolls in the sunset. 

fhe hotels are primitive for a country which inclines ins tinet- 
ively towards display of Luxury . , 

The house in which Miss Niecolueseu awels tas very comfortable 
and they had two servants. She belonged to a family who enjoyed a 
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good reputation. Her father was a highly intellectual man. He was 
a@ newspaper writer, and her mother was also an educated lady. Both 
of them tried to give their six children (two girls end four boys) 
 @ good education. Her mother spent all of her time guiding and 
teaching them the meaning of honor, morality, cooperation as well 
as to see Glearly the real interests and results of their deeds. 

She (Miss Nicoluescu) was the oldest of the girls. On her 
twelfth birthday her dear father died suddenly, and soon their trou- 
bles began. The money the father left dwindled away quickly. Her 
mother, who was brought wp in luxury, and during her marriage also 
had more than the necessary daily needs faced the situation discou- 
ragingly - 

After a few years of struggle and despair, the informant's old- 
est brother (Gluica) went to the United States. He remained in New 
York, where he got a position in a bank as foreign correspondent. 
Depriving hinself of almost everything he saved up enough money to 
send a ticket for his sister. 

Arriving in New York she met with nothing but reverses. She 
could not get an office position as she expe cted to do before leav- 
ing for the United States, nor any other suitable position. She 
therefore had to take a maid's job, which made her feel somewhat in- 
ferior in her own estimation. For several years she worked as hard 
as she could, going also to night school, and having saved up some mo- 


ney she came out to San Francisco, hoping to ameliorate her situa- 
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tion. But to her great regret she mt only with disappointments 
until last year, 1933, when she got a position as secretary with 
the C.W.A. and when that was discontinued she was transferred to an- 
other Federal position. 

Last time I saw her she exclaimed; I can't tell you how happy 
Il am at present, and the cause of it is that I do the work I love 


to dos I em content and contentment is the basis of happiness. 
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X was born in Caracatu, Roumania of middle class people. 
His father was in the police force. He says he remembers little 
of importance that happened before his eighth year. He went to 
private schools until he was sixteen. Then he came to New Or- 
leans with friends. He made his way to California and is now 
working as a cook. 

His wife was born in Poesti of Hungarian snd Roumanian pa- 
rents. Her father was a foundry worker. From her mother and in 
school she learned needle work. Always fond of housework, she 
came here as a housemaid. Nothing can induce her to go back as 
she likes it here very much. She is insisting that things are 
better and as she talks you hear often her remark, "I don't know; 
who knows ." 

The wair are planning to visit Roumania soon. The parents 
are no longer living, but brothers and sisters that did not want 
to come here are still there. 

fhe boys in Roumania are not so interested in sports as they 
are here. Gymnastics is about the only sport. There is not 
much recreation there as etudies during school terms take up al- 
most all of the free hours. Girls are very industrious. Often 
you see spimning wheels busily at work. All is hand work. The 
girls do very much embroidery in color. Black, red, yellow and 


many bright colors are used to make necessary clothing. All is 


‘we LU, Wee eee ka oe yA Rk RT eT ere et PV Ca a are, et 


“yy 


f 
’ 


! nad bY ek . 
poepph no ; 


nwkoe dag led wee 


i) 


“made oat of linen and embroidered. They start om their 
- seau when about six years old, All their work is greatly t 


ay 


 surea. ven the linens for men's shirts are embroidered in o 


"According to Iatorte Soasntet, the favorite Rumenion school 
| Mey, oy H, Torga, the first docunents nich mention Rumenians in — 
‘wnat later becane the kingdom date ‘from the 12th century. A Bysentine 
chronicler tells us that in the year 1166 a Byzantine army wes aided 
ina 1 battle egeinat the Nenawrlioc by a “numerous host of Wallachs, 
ancient Tealion colenists.* Shortly afterward, two Wellachian trotners, 
Peter and Azan, ‘ballt up a powerful Salgure-timenion Kingdom, The 
third brother, Ionitza (Jack) was recognized by the Pope as Emperor of ng 
. the Bulgarians and Wallachs, end succeeded in cepturing Baldwin, Latin ae 
Emperor of Constantineple, Bat his successor, John Asen II, was beaten 
by the Hungarians in 1230 a Widdin, ond Wallechia remained a fief of } 
the fungrrion rings of the howe of Arpad. Under King Bela IV there is 
aention of a certain Seneslav as Voyevode (chief) of Creater Wallachia; 
Bis eranéson Deesionh established a@ principality of Lesser Wallachia, 
and inter (1290) set his capital at Argosh. From 1301-08 Hungary was 
‘een a stable government, and Bessarab wee enabied to establish what 7 
became the Principality of Wallachia, under nominal Hungarion overlord— : 
ship. In the middle of that century, a Voyevede named Bogdan came over | 
y from the Meramaresh and founded. the Principslity of Moldavia, extending 
f from the ‘Dniester river snd ‘the Carpathians to the Black Sea. ! 
; ‘These two principalities gi the first flowering of Tannen 


“people. “Uatil this tine the Ranenicns (esi iea Yallachs or Daciens) hod 
, os nomadic > shepherds, overruled, in tara, ba the Greeks, the Homans 


--SORY AND ITS 
_ THRABITANTS 


steel which has et length enabled them to issue victorious as the lead- 4 


Pests on: the nountsin mesdows during the sumer, ond driven han 

ts the plains in the winter, white there fomilies had avelled in 
scattered ferns and villages along the upper water-courses, and pre- 
served their language, costume end traditions, This seous the easiest | 


explanation of the aatoenasoe vitality of the ‘Manin people, over 


whieh heve rolled so meny waves of invasion without affecting their 
most intimste characteristics. The severe elinate and harsh living con- _ 


ditions of these mountain fastnesses have given them the temper of 


~ 


ing people, both sctually and in their possibilities, of southeastern 


Burope. 

Even beaks the prehistoric times the Rumeniane seem to have 
been » mixed race (both long end short skulls have been brought to 
light at Cucuteni, where excavations have been conducted by Bucharest 
sathrepelogista) . | 

* When we reach the period of ancient historians, ve find the 


territory of the wnatevn. Balkans and the Carpathian region occupied by 


three peoples, the ‘Tilyrians, the Hacedoniens, end the Dacians. The 


Macedonians were early Hellenized, earried Greek civilization in 
“every Airection. But the sturdy Pactane were never brought to eccept 


‘the Greek tongue. They maintained their independence long after the 


power of the Romans haé subjugated the Illyrians and the Wacedonians. 


It ves not unt4} the beginning of the second century of cur 


ere that the brave Becien king Deeobalus was finally vencuished ena 


“glain, after two campaigns, Roman eleents, hovevor, had long before : 


this been filtering into Dacia, and Lotin had slready been widely 
used. How, after the conquet, Homan colonists werebrought in fron 


= , becene provinces of the Roman Fupire. they covered just shout the eee 


ate sent area of Greater Rumania; tut intense ‘Romanization scams to have _ 


ee ea ee 
hr hs oy Ses. 


~ effected only Benat, Transylvania snd western Wallachia, to judge by 


the Roman inscriptions end relics of Roman roads. The present Dobredja 


he@ cone earlier under Roman eway. It wes here that Ovid hed been 


banished by Augustus to Tomi (Gonstentan) i and his significant line 


_ Hee arat infelix, hac tenet erma menu (here plows the 
unfortunate, here he keeps holding his weapon in his hands) 


is @ synthesis of the whole of cracacacen history, in ite picture of the 
poor peasant's devotion to his plow in the midst of enemics. 

‘For a century and e half the Decias remained Roman, and the 
Latin tongue supplanted the old Thraco-Illyrian, while sfopting some 
of its commonest words, Phen followed a series cf invesione shich 
ested some two thousand years ww the Goths, Rene Avers and others, 
and, es we have elresdy seen, these were followed by the establishment 
of the two principalities which Inter became tho Rumanian Kingon. The | 
history of these principslities is the history of the “heroic age" of 
the Ramendan people. Hemmed in by powerful enemies ~ Hunzary, Poland, 
farkey - they-were inevitably éram into their quarrels. Also they 
fought one enother, In 1862, the teo principalities were united under 
the rule of Alexander Cuza, he bearing the title of "Prince of the | 
United Principalities." Your years later in 1866 a foreign prince, 
Charles of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen, was called to the throne, » new 
constitution was drawn,and the kingdom of Rumsnie was established. A 
large number of Funaniens, however, lived in a territory belonsting to 
fungsry, until the Pesce Treaty following the Yorld Yer which resulted 
in the formation of ome present-day Ruminia. 
"ge wh have tenn, the Bumenians are mixed origin, tat today” 


; be classified » as a Romance ae Thor Sauce is Ronan, 
| their civilizetion sreng from Constantinople = and their art 


es. ‘ ond erenitecture stem frou Persia, turkey, arnefia and Georgia. Ra 


* auatiale presents mack enslogy to Muglish. English is « teutonic tongue 


in which the nouns have aroupes all declension signs exespt the geni- 


tive end the plurel; the Teutonic vocabulary is oatmimbsred by words 
from Peench and other ienies there is sone renanat of the primitive 
fag | Geltic of Britain; nevertheless, in ordinary intercourse tares-qurters 
tag of ‘the words are pure Anglo-Sazon, in the same way, Rumanian * Ri ey 
Romance lenghage (ike Itelien, ‘Spanish, Portaguese and Brench) in . a 
which the Latin nouns have lost their declension except again the ceni- ae 


tive (and dative) fora, and the vocetive (all the others haviag iost 


even tena}: and the plural; Slav, Hungarian, turkish and other foreign 
words outmanbered those coming from Latin; there is a certain nuuber of 
_words which doubtless are derived from the primitive Thracian; however, 
in everyday speech over three-quarters of all the worfs are of Letina 
Nis stock. This survival of Latin oat here in the Bast is most remarkable, 
for the Romens held Dacia only five or six generations: then ali con- 
nsction with the western Latin world was cut; the coantry was fiseded 
with Slavs (sho for centuries dominated in church and government) and 
with Hans ond Turks; ond Rumenien was never eritten for over a thousand | 
- years. It goes without saying that the language was dency affected in 
fundamentals by Slav infiltration, Yet it remains distinctly a Homance : 
‘language. : | 
As regerés velizion, the Runeniens cre the only Romance 
people who ‘belong to the Greek Orthdox Church, 


Rumania was (end in some measure it still is) for centuries is ue a 


regarded-by its neighbors es e country of shepherds. The nineteenth 


qubaty,, tenures, Curast tie piciareenta Ligure of ten whageré inte 
the backeround: sheep raising and pasturing crew less and less impor- 
tent, giving place to sgriculture, The average immigrant from Rumanis 
is agricaltural in his origin, hie education ‘ak his ambition, 


The Rumanian peasant oe known tor his high power of resis- 


tance to extremes of weather and to bad eaten conditions; neverthe- 
| less, these have always teken their tell. Before the war, the coeffi- 
cient of mortality in the Kingtom was 26.3, and one half of these vere 
bE children under five, ‘This sad record was exceeded only by Russia. 
; Serféom prevailed for many centuries, And when, in the 1806, oe . 


- REVOLT | oF serfdom was nominally abolished, the peasant still remained, for oll 

"practical purposes, a slave, Yor the privilege of tilling his few 
paltry acres, he hea to give his landlord 14 days a year of sork with 

oxen and plow, and sbout 72 day of individusl labor. He had to weave 
his hervest lying till the landlord selected his share, and it often 


spoiled. In 1848, uprisings among the peasants led to the provision 
that the lend-omer should have only ten dars in which to make his) 
selection, end that local courts should be crested with jariediction 


4 : 
over disputes between master and peasants; but these measures proved 


’ 


‘tresically atest Kinet ha 

Other so-called “*reforms," for instance thease by Cuza, Prince 
of the United Principalities, in 1862, hea little or no effect onthe 
| fandsuental misery of the peasant. A crisis, follewing the hard years : 
kconi drought matters to nae, and the papa peasants rose is 


n et to a revolution, the arny's devaily was sorely tried, | 
ee ‘or they had to fire on their om: fathers and brothers, but the up- 
y gmopressed; end the governnent get about more reforms, 
2 which, though helping to keep down the revolt, left the situation fer 
fon healthy. 

The first sdventurous pessant dumigrante from Rumania arrived 
inthe Rew World between the Yeers 1870 and 1875. Bat the first large 
party of Ramanien Seatgrents aid not cone antil 1994. This flock vas 
headed by o youth of eighteen, who had for several sonths travelled from 
village to village, recruiting members for his Little arny of hopefule, 
fo find the steerage fare to How York was 8 superhuman taek for theson 
of 2 pessent OF hired man, Finally about aixty people pooled their re- 
sources, ond started the urnay. Petrescu, a ef the Senaktan 
Club of San Francisto, says that of this party, one fourth ee 
came to Spn Francisco, 

- Phe poverty of the Ramenion peasant, especially in the pro- 
‘vince of Bessarabia, was end is es more sppalling than that of the i 
peasants in other Balkan countries. This explains why emigretion from 
Rumania hae deen less extensive than from, say, Hungary and pre-war . 
Serbia. Fewer unfortunstes, in spite of their éesire, have been able 


to find the means to travel into the Land of Promise. 


Royes, 3.0.: Roumenia: the berderlend of the Christien and 
the Turk. New York, tudd & Carleton, 1858, 
OLezewsky,G.: Notes historiques at estampes. Bucharest, 1929, 
Parven, ¥. : Paciat an outline of the esrly civilization of. > 
: : the Carpatho-Damubien countries. Cambridge, Uni- 
versity Press, 1928. 
: Getica (In Rumanian, but with a summery in French). 
‘Baucharest, 1926. . 
Roumenia: a Quarterly Review. Published by the 
Society of mamene of ecreuaieak 36 WY, Asth inte New 


John was born in Besserabia. His family were grain merchants. 
He received a high school education, which he says was about the 
equivalent of finishing the first year or two of a cdllege course 
in the United States. 

He went into the Army when he was eighteen years old as a pri- 
vate, and worked himself up to a lieutenancy. He says that in the 
Old Russian Army it was a common thing for high school graduates to 
rise from the ranks, as they were comparatively few and besides, had 
had the advantage of military training in school. 

Just before the Russo-Japanese War, he resigned. He says it 
was partly to escape the war, and partly because he was tired of the 


army life and wanted to travel. His family was wealthy so he did 


not have to depend on the Army for a living. 


He travelled for a year in Europe and the United States. Upon 
returning home he went into the grain business with a brother. He 
stayed there several years, but he had been very pleased with the 
United States and finally decided to go the States to Jive. 

As he intended to continue in the grain business he located in 
a grain-producing state, Minnesota. He stayed there, except for a 
six months' visit to Russia, until 1912 and then moved to Oakland, 
California. Here he started a grocery store, running it until 1932, 
when he went brokee He had a good deal of his money invested in 


stocks, and lost it during the first part of the depression. He is 
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on the ‘S.E.ReAe now. 
He has never married. ) 7 
He is a small dark wiry, looking man of about sixty-five. He ~ 
: is intelligent and seems to keep well informed on current topics « 
‘He says he reads a good deal. 


He woulda not want to be in Besserabia under present conditions, | 


: but te it had not been taken away from Russia, he thinks he would 


| like to go back. 

He does nob think that coming to America has made mach change 
in him in culture, viewpoint, etc. He says his mode of life, aside 
froma few minor changes in food, etc. and the fact that he has 
” been separated from his relatives, has been pretty mach the same. 
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In the city of Buzen, Roumania, there dwelt a family whose 
members were envied by everyone who knew them. There were many 
good and sufficient reasons for envying them, but two of them 
were outstanding. ‘he first reason was the fact that the head 
of that family, Mr. Michael K. was a successful business man, 
and the second reason was the acknowledged good character and 
super-intelligence of every member of that family. 

The family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. K., two sons and two 
daughters. One of the sons, after finishing a Lyceum course 
(some fifty years ago, a Lyceum course in Roumania was equiva- 
lent to a high school plus two years of a University course, in 
the United States), was sent to Munich, Germany, to study the 

x art of portraiture; the other son was employed in his father's 
business which was known as an apothecary. 

The older daughter was given in marriage to one of her fa- 
ther's employees who occupied the position of book-keeper and ca- 
shier; with that marriage went a large dowry. Shortly after the 
marriage, the young couple decided to establish themselves in a 
similar business to that of the young bride's father in another 
city. They selected for their future residence and business ac- 
tivity, a city known as Gelatz and in due time they departed. 5Be- 
tween the date of the young couple's marriage and the date of the 


opening of theiz own business establishment, some ten months ¢l- 
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apsed. Being a new establishment amongst many older ones, the 
Couple had dissipated their entire dowry and they appealed to 

the bride's father for more financial assistance, This the lat- 
ter readily granted. But the longer the young couple remained in 
business, the worse became their financial condition. 

One day the young husband told his wife that she must again 
appeal to her father for financial assistance and this she de- 
Clined to do. Thereupon the husband gave his wife a terrible beat- 
ing and threatened to leave her. Being a woman of refinement and 
good sense, and knowing the stigma that people would attach to her- 
self, as well as the great grief that would befall upon her parents 
in the event that her husband left her, she yielded; and again, for 
the fourth time, appealed to her father for money. This process 
of beating his wife and threatening to leave her continued about 
three years. When the last appeal was made, the father confessed 
to his daughter and to his soyj-in-law that he could no longer ad- 
vance any money, for the reason that the heavy advances he had 
made to them exhausted his credit and virtually made him a bank- 
rupt. The very next day the young son-in-law disappeared. 

Being grief-stricken at the turn matters took, the daughter 
told her father the reasons for her several appeals to him, and 
left everything to his om judgment. Thers was nothing else for 
the father to do than to close up the establishment and take his 
daughter back. jut Mr. K. was indeed a bankrupt and not long af- 
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ter he took back his daughter and her one child, the creditors 
Glosed his business and a bankruptcy court disposed of it. Thus, 
after a successful business career during a period of about thir ty 
years, Mr. K. and his family were faced by abject poverty, and as- 
ide from the poverty, that onee envied family were grief and panic 
stricken from shame and humiliation. 

fo remain in Buzen and struggle with pover$y as well as face 
old acquaintances and friends, was out of the qestion. Therefore, 
after a family consultation which included a step-brother of Iir. 
Ke's, it was decided that they should try to secure the necessary 
funds for their emigration to the United States. At that meeting 
Mr. K's step-brother promised to secure for them the required 
sum. In about six weeks, the entire K. family left their birth- 
place and mtive country for the friedly shores and melting pot 
of this entire planet Earth, namely, the United States of America. 

When they landed in the United States all of Mr. K.'s chil- 
dren were of age, and the youngest daughter was about twenty years 
of age. The son who was a student at one of the Munich art schools, 
joined them at Berlin; he was twenty-five years of age. The young- 
er son was twenty-two years of age. 

Shortly after arriving in the United States they all sought 
and secured some kind of employment. Mre CG. became a peddler. 
After residing and working in New York City about one year the 
younger son went to Seattle where, in a very short time, he suc- 
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ceeded in establishing a furniture business which proved suc- 
cessful from the very beginning. The elder son who had some ta- 
lent as a portrait painter went to Hollywood and in a short time, 
secured employment as a scenic painter in one of the movie stu- 
dios. With both sons in the West, Mr. and Mrs. K. did not feel 
very contented in New York City, and having saved some money, Mr. 
Ke decided to move to California. After conveying the informa- 
tion to his two sons of his decision, the elder son suggested to 
his father to locate in San Francisco where he intended to join 
the family. 

painting scenery, he admitted, was not to his liking, and 
therefore decided to quit. In San Francisco both father and son 
engaged in the business of manufacturing neckties. The business 
prospered until the year 1929. 

Early in the year 1929, Mr. Ke passed away, and, due to the 
depression, the younger K. had to liquidate the business. How- 
ever, all of the members of that family were contented and happy 
ever since they came to the United States. 

Mr. Ke left surviving him, his wife, the two sons and four 
grandchildren. ‘Two of the grandchildren, a son and daughter of 
the more or less artistic son graduated as architects, and today 


well established in their profession. 
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: THE BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN MULLER 

John Muller, a native of Bucharest, Roumania, was an only 
son of a widowed mother. His education was superlative, to say 
the least. He not only had a thorough academic education, but he 
sould also speak and write, fluently, six languages beside his 
own native Roumanian language. 

At the age of twenty-four, he became a clerk in one of the 
largest banks of Bucharest and in the course of about two years 
he rose to the position of head of the department of Foreign Ex- 
change. 

fhe last World War, however, caught him as it were, in its 
erip; that is to say, he was drafted into the Ropmanian army, de- 
spite the fact that he was the only son as well as the sole bread- 
winner of his widowed mother. 

In due time, ne was sent to one of the trenches where he 
lay, mostly in mud and well nigh starvation, for eight months. 
During that time he contracted various physical ailments, but 
chiefly a chronic one of indigestion. He could retain absolutely 
nothing of any food that he ate, and seventuniiz became almost a 
Corpse. :, 

Having given up hope of either release from the trench or 
medical relief, he began to scheme how to escape from his predica- 
ment. He decided to desert the army. He could not, however, make 


up his mind how or by what means he might escape. After consider- 
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able mental speculation, ne decided to take a chance and attempt 
to fraternize with some of the Russian soldiers, who o¢cupied an 
opposite trench. By means of tobacco and various rations of food 
which he pilfered from some of his comrades, he succeeded in in- 
gratiating himself into the good graces of a Russian Captain. It 
was not long before he found himself within Russian territory and 
also with a Russian Captain's uniform on his back. Thenceforward, 
although his movements through territory were slow, yet he succeed- 
ed, after about six months, in reaching Vladivostok. His chief 
aid, of course, was the fact tmt he spoke the Russian language 
fluently. He also had various credentials forged, of course, with 
which his Russian benefactor provided him. 

From Vladivostok he hitehed-hiked to Harbin, and after many 
months walking and travelling through he secured passage upon a 
freighter bound for the United States. 

In 1916 he landed in the United States at San Francisco, 
sick, penniless and friendless. But one of Muller's type and 
background, both educationally and socially, immediately found 
himself surrounded by many frienis, all of vhom were of his own 
nationality. 

For a period of about three months he was provided with all 
the necessaries of life, ani some measure of entertainment, and 
to all appearances ie had fully recovered. Thenceforward, the 


question confronted his friends what occur tion he should embark 
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upon. It was out of the question for him to do heavy physical 
Jabor on account of his delicate health. Zach friend proposed a 
different occupation until one of them suggested the securing of 
advice from a lawyer, a Roumanian by birth, who had not heard of 
Muller. 

After consulting with the lawyer, the latter inquired into 
John Muller's business experiences in the past which led him to 
Gonclude that his client might secure a position in a bank. There- 
upon the lawyer gave Muller a letter of introduction to the mana- 
eer of a large San Francisco Bank, and the very next day he was 
at work as one of the many assistants in the Foreign uxchange De- 
partment. 

Muller's salary was only ninety dollars per month the first 
year; the second year the bank paid him ninety-five dollars per 
month. During his second year with the bank, the latter acquired 
& new bank in one of the large Eastern cities, and the very mana- 
ger who had given him employment was transferred to manage it. 
Thereupon Muller asked to be transferred also to the wastern 
braneh, and his request was granted. His salary with the bank in 
the East was one hundred five dollars per month. 

After about six months with the Hastern bank, another bank 
in that clty offered Muller the chief clerkship of its Foreign Ex- 
change Department at a salary of ten thousand dollars a year. Need- 


less to say, Muller immediately took up his new position, and for 
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a period of two years held it with entire satisfaction to his 
- employers as well as himself, 

For reasons which will. never be know, however, Muller's 
trench ailment began to recur, and despite the proper medi cal 
care and attention, he succumbed on account of a spontaneous at- 
tack of acute indigestion. 

While an employee with a large salary he had himself well 
insured for the benefit of his mother, who survived him and who 
is still residing in Roumania. 

John Muller had fully intended to bring his mother to the 
United States, but in the words of one of our wise ancestors, 


"Man proposes and God disposes," or words to that effect. 
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Karl was born in Roumainia, in s smell villege on the out 
skirts of Budapest. His perents had a veryismall, neet farmh that 
rested in the sloping green hills of a fetile valley. They hed an 
orchard, a few cows, many pigs and not very many chickens. Several 
generations of his family had lived on the farm, which his fether 
hed inherited from his fsther, etc. It wes alweys conspicuously 
cleen and looked particulerly picturesque in the “pring when the 
fruit trees where in blossom and the robling hills velvety with new 
green grass. 

The family consisted of the parents, two brothers and one 
sister. This family were clessed as peasantry, but were feirly well 
to do farmers. The children were given an education in the schools 
and were well clothed and feed.- As small children they all did their 
share helping with the work. The sister doing the milking and churn- 
ing, the three boys assisting their father in the orchard. 

Kerl was the youngest of the children, his sister being the 
eldest. When Kerl was twelve, his sister married and thére was 
a traditional celebration in the village that lasted for two deys. 

All of the neighboring farmers end their families perticipated in 
the feesting and dancing. The music was furnished by native talent 
and the prize fatted pigs were eaten. All life seemed very tranquil 
to Karl who was the most serious member of the family. 

Not many months after this memorable celebration Kerl's two 
brothers went to war, as did many other young sons in the villege. 

The peeceful little valley became very saddened and the natives with 
taunt feces were gay no more. So months went by into yeers tha 
brought no heppiness. Kerl's two brothers were killed andc*ebuld only 
smile behind tears. The little farm smemed a greet effort to keep 
running, though Karl was old enough to take on most of the responsi- 
bility. When the few fortunate sons returned to the village grief 
again tightned it's @rip on the family and they decided to sell the 
farm and come to America where Karl*s uncle end his family resided. 

In 1920 the family lended in New York and from there went to 
the Pennsylvania farm of the uncles: Though not nearly es picturesque 
nor as fertile as the farm they hed left, they did feel at home in 
their new surroundings. “arl was then twenty, a well developed youth 
with a likeable personality. For one yeer he stayed on the farm, 
helping his uncle, studying English in his spare time, and learning 
American weys and habits. Nis uncle sold butter, milk and eggs to 
the stores and it was Karl's job to deliver these. One day a grocery 
man offered him a job as clerk, paying him s small wage, but Karl 
eagerly accepted.. He seemed to get along very well with the customers 
who liked his reserved and pleesant manners. During the three years 
in the grocery store Karl received several sutstantial raises. He 
decided thet it might be well if he opened # small store of his own 
and after talking the matter over with his parents he decided to 
open a storetto hendle just the deiry products of his uncle's ferm. 
His venture was successful but after he had been in business a4 little 
more than a year his uncle sold his farm and the entire family came to 
Californie to settle in Arcadia. 

Nore, in this new setting, the family felt that they were closer 
to the memories of Roumaimia. The ferm was smaller so there wes not 
much work to be done after the early morning hours. Kerl wes restless 
and wented to find a job for himself. His first opportunity came when 
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one of the neighbor farmers had to heve some one to drive e truck.to 


heul the products to market. Karl was paid well for this and the ex- 
perience was to his benefit. *his neighbor took a liking to Karl and 
told him that he had an interest in a wholesale produce compéeny in 


San Frané¢ésco and would give him a place in that business. This offer 


Karl accepted and came to San Francisco within a few months. He took 
his responsiblities seriously end proved to be a valuble employee. 

Sinec héscame to San Francisco he has taken out his citizenship 
papers and is now an American.c Also he is now @ pertner in/sproduce 
company and has never regretted leaving Roumeainia. 
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Jobn Iupescu, age forty-one, married, and the father of 
three children, left his native country xoumania in 1910 and 
emigrated to the United States. 

At first he settled in New York, but on the account of an 
infection of the throat, he was advised to go to California. 
Having saved some money while working at his trade as a tailor, 
he was able to take his family with him. in due time they er- 
rived in San Francisco. 

VYailoring was not Lupescu's original occupation. Hé ac- 
guired that trade in New York. Before emigrating to the United 
States, he was a merchant on 4 small seale. After spending some, 
time trying to secure @ job in any kim ofa mercantile estab- 
lishment he was unsuccessful because of his inability to speak 
the English language « Therefore he paid an established tailor 
a specified sum to teach him the tailoring trade as well as the 
business end of it. In about me year he was able to take a 
customer's measure, cut the cloth, do some sewing, especially on 
coats, and fit the garments. When the suits were finished not 
only were the customers well satisfied, but he himself had & cer~ 
tain degree of pride. In other words, he tried his utmost ingen- 
uity to become 4 master of the tailoring businesse 


With that equipment and a small amount of mone; after arriv- 


ding in San Francisco, he decided to open a small store and shop 
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of his own. 

The first year Lupescu struggled hard to get a foothold, 
but he had no contracts. One day it was necessary for. him to 
secure some papers of identification for transmissal to Rou- 
mania, where one of his uncles had left him a small legacy. 
After making some inquiries he was advised to consult a law- 
yer and he was directed to one of the most prominent ones in 
San Francisco.e 

He called at the lawyer's office and before the interview 
ended the latter asked him; “Who made that suit of clothes 
you have on?" lJupescu's answer naturally was "I made it myself. 
I am a tailor." | 

Shortly thereafter the lawyer and two of his associates 
called upon Iupescu for a suit of Clothes for each one. It was 
not not after the suits were delivered to the three lawyers 
that Iupescu began to feel that his success was assured. With- 
in one year he had enlarged both his store and shop and instead 
of employing mly two or three workmen he hac to employ a dozen. 

In 1917, his only son, who was handling the bookkeeping of 
Iupescu'’s tailoring business was drafted into the army and short- 
ly afterwards was sent to France with the first contingent. ‘Some 
three months thereafter Lupescu received notice to the effect 
that Michael Impescu, age twenty-four, was killed in an automobile 


accident. Thenceforward Jupescu lost all interest in his tailor- 
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ing enterprise as well as even his life. For about one year his 
wife and one of his daughters did their utmost to keep up the 
prosperous tailor shop and they also engaged more or less compé~ 
tent assistance, but neither of them understood the art of tai- 
loring, nor did the assistents whom they had hired. Therefore 
they lost the best mstomers and they were about to quit entirely. 

Fate and fortune, however, seemed to favor Lupescue The con- 
stant care and devotion bestowed upon hom by his other daughter. 
brought him to an almost normal state of health. He was atleast 
freed from the aeons daily recurrence of a lasting melancholy « 
Hence, he gradually began to again take en interest in his busi- 
ness, and by keeping himself constantly occupied with one or an- 
other of the many phases and details of his business he fully re- 
cuperated. From time to time he sent circulars to his former 
customers, making many personal calls, and in due time he not on- 
ly saved his business, but he succeeded in regaining most of his 
cus tomers « 

In 1925 both of Lupescu’s daughters were married, one to 4 
lawyer and the other to a merchant. To each of his daughters he 
gave a wedding gift of five thousand dollars. In 1929, however, 
another sad event happened in Impeseu's life. First, his son- 
in-law, the merchant, left his wife and two children in destitute 


circumstances for parts unknown, and the day before he disappeared 


he had assigned his tusiness to the Board of Trade for the bene- 
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fit of his creditors. Secondly, his other son-in-law, the law- 
yer, had ea stroke of paralysis and Lupescu had to provide the 
means of living for tht family of five. 

It was impossible for Lupescu from 1929 and thereafter to. 
supply all the money required by practically three families; 
therefore, after consulting his wife, he decided to rent a large 
house where they all cold live together and manage somehow. Af- 
ter all weve established in the new home, the lawyer passed away 
within two months. 

‘Having done an extensive credit business, lupesou gradually 
discovered that most of his customers were financially unable to 
pay their bills and new paying customers became scarcer as the 
days and weeks and months passed. Finally, not being himself 
able to meet his financial obligations, he was obliged to turn 
his business over to the Board of Trade for the benefit of his 
eredi torse 

But Impescu had nine mouths to feed ani to shelter, and to 
provide with the other necessities of life. How to ado so and 
how to secure the necessary amowmt of money for the purpose, be- 
came his chief problem. He began calling upon every merchant 
tailor for any sort of work they might be in need of or care to 
engege him for, but there was no opening nor any chances of there 
being one. Gradually Iupescu lost all interest in life and became 


despondent. His wife and two daughters, however, managed to se~ 
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cure a few necessities of life and also borrowed money through 
a charitable organization ani in the course of time both daugh- 
ters engaged in a small millinery business that became famous 
for its artistic ladies’ millinery. Having inherited from their 
father artistic tendencies, the two daughters not only developed 


_ them, but they also capitalized their ingmuity- In other words, 


their business became profitable far beyond their expectations, 
After being in business only about three years they bought the 
home in which they lived, sent their father and mother on a long 
pleasure trip, and were able to hire two maids in their home, one 
to take care of the children, and one to be the housekeeper and 
COOK. 

It is perhaps needless to adé@ that no charitable organiza- 


tion is refused a subscription by Lupescu's two daughters. 
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I was born in Piatra-olti, Rumania, and went to private 
schools. My grand-paronts lived in Craiova and every vacation I 
went there. The house on the strada Mihel was near the parcul 
Bibescu, one of the nicest place outside Sinai in the East. Not 
far from Craiova I had one uncle in Orsova and | often went there 
as I had fun watching tle mstom officers on duty. Well school 
there is, I think, the same as a boarding school here. We had 
fun in our own way even though we only cold stay outside four 
hours with permission. Very few times my parents or my uncle did 
drive up to see me. Well,when I was fifteen I could converse in 
Prench as well as a Frenchman. we have french from ten years and 
study German also from about the age of twelve, but I can't ma- 
nage that. 

I think everybody wants to go to paris in my part of the 
country, everybody who has. enough banis. we had a store and I 
was twice with my warmts in Bucarest. It is called Little Pa- 
ris, but I ala not like it. I was good in figures and so I went 
to work in the bank (being vhat you call a teller here) for two 
years and met very few strangers, as you know only salesmen or 
artists and a few engimeers are here and no tourists. 

When I had served six years in military service I went to 


Paris in a store where the proprictor was 4 friend of ours and 


stayed there until 1923. I went home in May as my father died, 
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and I settled my affairs. Then I left with my mother for Paris. 
We decided to try our luck in America, as we had sold out and 
understood you could make good tusiness in Amrica. When we ar- 
vived in New York we were as ignorant as could be end so we did 
stay at what you call the bowery, I think. Soon we found a few 
Roumanians and the ins and outs about keeping a store. After a 
couple of months we were near Third and Canal Streets, having a 
Little store with men's furnishings--sort of a mm berdashery. 

Everything went fine, but when I lost my mother, I felt ra- 
ther lonesome and sold out and had everything ready to go to Ca- 
lifornia. Well it was strange for me to move, but I thought 1 
would forget quicker, as 1 could not very well manage all alone. 
In San Francisco I had nothing but bad luck. First I went into 
partnership witha lady and lost out the better yjar% of my money 
as she left me flat with bills to pay, which I had long been 
thinking had been paid. Well, 1 opened up another store and had 
a haberdashery down Market Street. 1 ran across another woman 
and it was I that paid dearly for that. I hed her in the shop 
and to make the stery short she went off witha customer and as 
much cash as was left as she had this planned and got away with 
it. 

Iama single man now and think that I will seon move to 
the Bast egain as I just mde the discovery that I have no more 
cash to start here and the few belongings I own will carry me to 
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New York. i should say depression and women hit me hard here» 
You see I never did know that here it goes up and down, but cer- 
tainly I am not dom yet. I just learned my lesson. I think in 
abous four months I will have everything settled here and I find 
only one way out if I don't want to taste the worst here. I% was 
a big surprise to me to see the United States in a depression. 
In small stores I think you see the customers dwindle first. [I 
thought never to see miseries here as only old BZurope is known 
for near pauper state and everybody in Europe is looking upon the 
United States as the coumtry with the most money circulating. 

As long as a person has cash, the whole world is only a small 
city and everyone can move wherever one likes to shift. I have 
not come in touch with many Roumanians here (in San Francisco ). 
Over in New York there are more and in Paris you find them all 
year round. 

Yes, I 41a once take ot first papers here, but when business 
became bad, I let it go. I see, with money you can get everything 
everywhere except peacee Tf think a fellow of my age ought to mar- 
ry and many a sorrow would never appear. I trust times for every- 
body here will change soon because 1 think it is about time for 
a little sunshine fa all things in this world. I have nothing to 
complain abou t--every thing here is but on & gambling table. One 
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A.C. was born in 1901 in the city of Braila, Soumania. Her 
father was Roumanian and her mother ea Turk who became a Christian 
upon her marriage. Her father was a government official of the 


province. A's life was spent in the official society of which 


her father and mother were leaders. When she was about ten years 


ola she begged her father to let her accompany him on his travels. 
she travellea extensively through the old kingdom of Roumania « 
Much of the travelling was done on horseback or in rude peasant 
carts. She, therefore, at an early 2g6 absorbed the wealth of 
folk-lore of the Roumanian countryside. 

She knows all the folk customs and their history and the rea- 
gon they exist. She knows the correct ways to embroider and cross- 
stitch the peasant embroideries. She started at the age of fif- 
teen to collect folk-songs and she has an amazing collection. 

A% the age af sixteen she was sent to Paris to complete her 
education. She studied French language, literature and music. 

For three years she remained in Paris, all during the exciting days 
of the armistice and peace negotiations. 

When she returned to Xoumania, it was to a greater Roumania. 


She continued her studies of folk customs and music and travelled 


throughout Bessarabia and fransylvaniae In 1926 she married an 


aviator in the Roumanian army. Not long after, because of some 


trouble with his superior officers, he resigned his commission 
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ami left the country. He went first to Constantinople where he 
soon fell in with a company of Jewish merchants and he a@acconpa~ 
nied them as advisor and secretary to India and China. 

In Shanghai he félt tmt his life was wrong and that he 
should build anew. So he sent for his wife and together they 
sailed for America, landing in San Francisco in July 1929. ‘they 
soon found themselves in dire straits. They could not contact 
anyone vrhom they considered of their classe whey had no one of 
any education or culture with whom to talke They had no money 
for theatres or hooks or music, and they even had searcely enough 
to eat. In desperation, A- appealed to the ¥.W.CeA., with the 
work of which she was familiar through her contacts with it in 
Roumania. They gave her a chance to organize classes in folk 
dancing and also & market for her peasant enbroideries. 

In 1931 her husband obtained a job as a mechanic in the 
Ford plant in Oakland. He has worked himself up to a fine posi- 
tion, because of his mowledge of aeroplane engines. After two 
years of hard work by both of then, they were able to buy a home 
in Oakland and to raise their financial comlitions to 4 level of 
security. | 

A. Still does colorful embroideries in her spare time which 
she sells to a shop in tow. She also gives concerts and presen- 
tations of folk dmcing for clubs and private parties. She has @ 


stunning collection of Roumanian costumes. Once 4 year, ab the 
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Roumenian bell she wears one of these costumes, and sings the 


songs of her country. Both she and her husband have become Ameri- 
can Citizens and are grateful to this country for a new life. 

They have one child, a girl of four. It is the wish of the pa- 
rents that she may be a good American and yet love the country 

of her ancestry. Already she can dance the old country dances 


and sing some of the simpler folk sengs. 
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Jacob Mathias was ome of the handsomest men in Roumania. 
His birthplace was in she eity of Bucharest. Hie father was 
a Church deacon and he had a number of childrene 

When Jacob was aonty=five years of age, he was appointed 
a telegraph oprator and assigned to one of the government's 
offices. This was an unusual honor (sixty or more years ago) 
for one of Jacob's age. As a telegraph operator in one of the 
government's offices he had to wear a unifarm and cap with much 
gold-breid. 

It may be that psychologists know the reason why many of 
the human femile sex crave the companionship of men who wear 
uniforms ene caps with gold-braid, or even only with brass bute 
tons, but even Jacob Mathias admits thet they do. At any rate, 
after he donned the uniform with gold-braid and secured prac- 
tically a life position, a few daughters of wealthy families 
and some others whose families were not so rich but just com- 
fortable, were sending matehmakers to him. But Jacob had an 
eye for, in fact, he beceme infatuated with, « warried ledy a- 
bout his own age, who was algo one of the Rowwanian beauties. 


In Roumenia the winters are long and the days are short, 


ani Life for the idle, ot almost idle, humans, is rather mono- 


tonouss wherefore, during the winter months hardly a week 


passes without one or two masquerade balls where ths elite re-~ 
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gale themselves with "wine, women (or men), and song." Danc- 
ing is merely a side recreation for the lover, or would-be ; 
lover, during which they make appointments for clandestine 
meetings. At all the masquerade balls may be found many of 
‘he rich and some government functionaries ani such other who ; a 
belong to neither class yet by some chance secure invitations 
and tickets for admission. 

Jacob, being a govermment functionary, could secure entree | 
to any one of the many masquerade balls, and also secure tick- 
ets for a friend. Yo one of them Jacob contrived to invite the 
married lady who had often sem him pass her housee When pass- 


ing the house, which was usually at a definite time of the day, 


if Jacob saw the lady ata window, he would raise his official 
cap, which was trimmed with a wide gold-braid, by way of grect- 
ing her. Needless to say that must have pleased the lady for | 
she often bowed her head low in recognition of Jacob's greet- 
ing. We do not know what excuse the lady gave to her husband 
for absenting herself from home that evening, but, according 

to Jacob's information, the lady did appear at the bali fully 

masked. At the ball she recognized her newly found friend by | 
the costume he wore, 4 desaed pti on of which was contained in | 
the invitation he had contrived to place in her possession. 


There is an old proverb in Roumania to the effect that, 
if a breakable vessel is used often enough, it will somehow 
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break after a certain length of time. And so it was with the 


unnamed lady's erstwhile happy home. That is to say, the oft- 


ener she met Jacob, the more enamored she beeame of him and 
vice versa, and in due time she and her husband separated. 

That event cost Jacob his government position, as the lady's 
husband filed charges against him with the government. In 

due time, also, the lady's husband secured a divorce and the 
custody of their one child. Not long after the divorce, the 
government discharged Jacob from his, wactically, life-job. 

As soon as he ws discharged by the government, Jacob 
married the divorcee and together they emigrated to the Unit- 
ed States and settled in New York city. 

In Roumania the telegraph system wes, in Jacob's day, 
and for all that the writer mows to the contrary, still is, 
a government monopoly. Therefore, having been dis charged by 
reason of morel terpitude, Jacob not being capable of earne 
ing a living for himself and his wife by means of his pro- 
fession, to say nothing of the disgrace he deliberately 


brought upon his own near ani dear (parents, brothers, sisters, 
friends, eta.) he had to leave the country. | 

In the United States Jacob had to femiliarize himself with 
the English language. (He had a smattering knowledge of it be- 
fore l¢aving Houmania. ' 


As goon as he did so, a Roumanian, who had befriended him 


es ee 


A | % a 


“#20 ede At 06 a8 te te Sudasaltinoeell % 
stare anda a6. Aan vs edemeteaaed a . 
= et ett. a6 <n btdeog suoumaray ald dooet #900, amre. 4 
ae 1 Pamcterneres ett civ mtd tantege seatmto. eft 
ogid Deliatnhiiata bewoes basta O'RaL  .c0de ORIF a cs 
a eee Wileotvossy , abt most dosak Soguadoet >, tredaoven, 
Segey a a. yo hoguaiegis aan ah Oe M908 Bh no 
“4 Baw ott ot..Liee jroume, qed? sedtegetd bam seotoveb ode ania 

. es < «tie AME wok ct Seltios ame, zobets. ip 
ya? atdeost, a), nem medaye dgameted emt chaemes aE ole 1 4 4 
(@h Ateee , gh ondnbe st 08 -eeoroh, settee erty. tastt Lin 9% faa a 

- 30 -Ropprades fh. amet: peived ,erdhemd®  . glovesom, daememerage 
eae To Eten jae. gubed. tes Coo sh, ghhvtiored foeca Io soaaom 
-om eff te etaem ott oki Sats: Bho aatd 02. saiinantiese 
(iasered toh gt ooempal ede te gshiGtor yan.of ymeleeeh) | 4g , 

ened Gg Weedon  ~eeoete: ) eed te 2. ApaD, wig eioietans : Se | 

the teens celts Le Raat. oP bait dant omante, bushi a eke, 7 Fi 
oot 21 Xo -egdeLeon gy | tin At ls a ao 


P4 

oa 
"ta 

t. mo 


ay | 
a 


year ee RED nS ee et ge (te ese S 
eae bedarinred heal ocho saci Fath 00 mon ae | 


nl 
te 


. a ¥ 
A 13%, Pu, & 
“ rth AS * bs 
~ pia | Se Nat 
4 ' t* 1. 
: Ve rae: ewe, 
+ d i, Vie 
ad,” : iy 7 
"ah? whe 
ie Pad. a § ar op a 


eatin | | . 


and who was long a resident in New York city, succeeded in se~ 
curing for him a position with the Mlevated Railroad System of 
that city as a ticket seller and also 4 telegraph operator. 
Jacob's weekly wages at the beginning were nominal, for the 
reason that he only worked extra shifts, sonetines two or three 
days a week, but after about one year he secured a permanent 
night shift. ‘The steady night shift made it possible for Ja- 
cob and his frugal wife to establish e nice hom for themselves e 

Tor ten long years Jacob stuck to that position, the hours 
of which were fran 7;00 Pele until 7:00 Asie and feeling that 
he could not endure 1% eny longer, and having saved up about 
two thousand dollars, he first resigned, and then told his wife, 
thet he had decided to establish himself in some business in 
Californias He also told her that he selected San Francisco 
as their next place of residence. After disposing of such ar- 
ticles as could not be readily and ywrofitably shipped to Cali- 
fornia, they left New York City 

Not having been a merchant, oF mowing anything about mere 
eantile matters, Jacob could not mke up wheat business to en- 
gage in after he reached Celifornia, and his savings were dis~ 
appearing fast. After a heart to heart talk with his wife, the 
Intter suggested to him to forget tosiness and apply for a posi- 
tion with one of the telegraph companies « after revolving the 


matter in his om head for about a week, he aid apply far 4 posi- 
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ot ston with a local telegraph company, end being an expert tele- 


Be operator, as well as possessing first eless credentials, 


he did not lose much time before he wes engaged « 
Jacob remained with the telegraph compeny until he reached 


the age of sixty-five years, and then he was retired on helf 


pay 


Some individuals who know, or at any rate, think that 
they know, say that musicians are born, but never, or seldom 
made. Of course, it depends upon how one would define the 
wor d mus ieien « Beethoven was a musician; but so also is des- 
ignated one who Can bl ow into a musica] instrument or pound 
a piano. And yet what a vast aifference between the two; in 
fact, one can hardly be excused for comyaring the two "mus i= 
cians", | 

Be that as it my, however, there is no doubt that George 
Jupescu was born a musician, and at the age of eight year he 
used to beg his father to buy him @ violin. But his father 
was a more or less prosperous merchant in a small village most- 
ly inhabited by gypsies, many of whom were ekeing out an exis- 
tence by mems of their screetching violins. Therefore, when- 
ever George would implore his father to procure for him a vio- 
lin, the latter used to say: "Son, there will be no gypsy in 
my familye Forget it -* But, although a period of about six- 
ty years elapsed since, George neither forgot about it, nor 
in his heart, forgave his father for ite 

Resides the fact that most musicians were gypsies in iu- 
pescu's native country Roumeania, there was also a sort of so- 

cial ostracism existant for any white male vho took lessons in 


musi¢. The males in a family were trained so that they could 
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carry on their father's trade a yrofessim. in other words, 
geniuses, even though born such, were not at all encouraged. 
 Pherefore, ow subject of this biography had to study subjects 
in which he was not at all int a@ested. 

i% is a trite saying that a horse can be led to a trough 
but it cannot be mde to drink, ami so Iupescu, although he 
went to school regularly, absorbed very little of the many sub- 
jects he was taughts A time came when hs could no longer in- 
hale the atmos phere of a schoolroom, and one day he decided to 
@isappear. But where to go, and what todo he had no concep- 
tion until something took place that gave him an idea. 

In Rowmania, as saniiniel in other countries, an army regi- 
mens has a full musical band attached to it. One day a regi- 
ment was passing through the town where Llupeseu lived and while 
the train on which the regiment was entrained was at the sta- 
tion awaiting orders to proceed, the band was playing marches , 
waltzes and other musical compositions. After the bana ceased 
playing and the train started to move, the idea came to Georges 
Jupescu to join that regiment's musical bami. One day George 
walked the six kilometers to the next town where that regiment 
was transported to occupy the army post. 

Ghe Kapelmeisters (directors, or leaders} of army musical 
bands in Roumania were always eager to recruit young boys, be- 


cause they became gooé musicans. The average mature and raw 
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recruit who was assigned to the musical band was well nigh in- 
possible to train. Moreover, by the time the mture reeruit 
was taught to play a musicel instrument more or less nattitie~ 
torily, his term of compulsory militery service was nearly at 
an end, but the youngsters who voluntarily enrolled in the ar 
my musical bends were invariably intelligent and quick to 
learn. Therefore, when George Impescu presented hinself for 
voluntary service in the army band, he was errolled instantly 
After being accepted and enrolled and dressed in a uni- 
form, lupesca discover ed that an army musical band had nei ther 
violins nor any other kind of string instruments, not even pla- 
nog. After discussing the mtter with the bend leader, Iupescu 
told him that he wanted to quit and return home, but the bané 
leader said to the new recruit: "You cen neither quit nor re- 
turn home. You are nev a full fledged soldier, and you must 
obey orders. My order is tmt you shail study either the Gla- 
rinet or the flute. Choose either ins t rume rh as you have no 
other alternctive." Two days later our George Iupescu was 
blowing into a Clarinet with all his strength. In less than 
six months Lupeseu was a good clarinet player» 
| Having discovered that Iupescu md telent for music, the 
leader of the mus Leal band assigned him to copy the notes of 


@ musicel band scare, for ech instrumnt. There wes at that 


time only ons printed seore for an entire band or orchestra, 
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and the music for the vatious instruments had to be copied 
from the score for each instrument. This became Iupescu's 
d@aily occupation, in addition to playing in the band occa~ 
sionally 

For about two years le stuck to his soldisrly duty; but 
it wasn't the career he was anxious for. He wanted to be a 
composer of music and 4@ first Glass violin @ piano players 
The Clarinet was not ths music instrument he cared to play, 
nor aid ue relish his other function, namely to copy froma 
scove the notes for the various band instxrunents. Therefore, 
while he was visiting his hots town on a short furlough, he 
confided in his father that soldier @ no soldier, he had 
made up his mind to leave Roumania and go to Americas. At the 
same time he asked his father whe ther 4e could and would spare 
him enough moey for the trip. The money was promised to him 
providing he himself would devise ways and mans of crossing 
the border from Roumania ino Galicia, which latter province 


was under the suzerainity of Austria-lungarys 
Before leavim, his father have hin one hundred franks, 


and also a letter addressed to me of his friends and busine ss 
acso¢intes vho lived in Krakau, a town in Galiciae The letter 
was a vequest thet a certain sun should be advanced to his son, 
George Iupescu, a8 soon as he reached that city. ithe elder 


tupescu admonished his sm to take good care of timt letter as 
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well as have it well hidden in his clothing and as soon 4s he 
was ready to entrain for Berlin, to send a certain code tele- 
gram, the words of which the former handed to the latter, un- 
Signed. 

fo cover a distance of about two hundred miles, it took 
George five days and many anxious moments, to say nothing of 
gome bribe money which he had payed to a smuggler before he 
grossed the border between Houmania and Galicia. But he final- 
ly crossed the border, as well as escaped all hazards. There~ 
after he was free to travel by means of a false passport. 

In due time George reached New York City where he soon 
found many Roumanians, most of whom were ever anon ready and wil2- 
ing to help a new Roumanian immigrant. After resting a few days 
from the long journey (he was fifteen days on the “fast" steamer 
between Bremen and New York), he was "apprenticed" $oa cap-maker, 
and in six weeks he learned the trade. He worked at that trade 
for about me year and in addition to the money he had left from 
the amount his father's friend and business associate of Krakau 
gave him, he had a total of about four hundred dollars. 

While living in New York City he became acquainted with a 
man about two years older than himself, and the two decided to 
go to California where the "gold fever" had not fully abated. 
They landed in San Francisco, after travelling for weeks under 


a covered wagon, but they could not s@¢e any gold anywhere, ¢x- 
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cept in banks, or armnda roulette wheel, or upon the bar of 
@ saloon. They asked where they might pick up some gold, and 
they were told to take a pick and shovel and look for it some- 
where in the mountains. They finally gave up the idea of pick- 
ing gold in the streets, and they opsned a small book and sta- 
tionery store. They were successful from the very beginning un- 
til the earthquake and fire of 1906 completely destroyed it. 
The insurance company which covered their business did not pay 
up, and George Impescu and his partner were well-nigh penniless. 
In San Francisco George married and md two children, both 
sons. The sons are today struggling far an existence and their 
father and mother are subjects of charity. Ever since the 1906 
catastrophe in San Francisco George could not rehabilitate him- 
self, and he tried hard enogh. 
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I was born in Piatra-olti, Rumemie, and went to private 
schools. My gtand-yarente lived in Craiova and every vacation I 
went there. The house on the strada Mihel was near the parcul 
Bibesou, one of the nicest place outside Sinai in the East. Not 
far from Craiove I had one uncle in orsove and { often went there 
as I hed fan watching the castom officers on duty. ell school 
there is, I think, the Same 426 & boarding school here. Wve had 
fun in our own way even though we only eouid stay outside four 
hours with permission. Yery few times my parents or my uncle did 
avive up to see me. Weli,vhen 1 was fifteen 1 could converse in 
“Peench as well as a Frenchman. We have French from ten years and 
study German alao fron about the age of twelve, But I can't ma- 
nage that. 

I think everybody wants te go te iaris in my part of the 
country, everybody who has enough panis. We had @ store and I 
was twiee with my jarmts in Buearest. I% is lied Little ra- 
ris, but I did not like it. I was good in figures anc so 1 went 
to work in the dank (being mat you call a teller tere) for two 
years ani met very few strangers, ae you know only salesmen oF 
artists and a few engineers are here and no tourists. 

When I had served six years in military service 1 went to 


paris in a store where the proprietor was a friend of cure and 


stayed there until 1926. I went home in May as my father died, 
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and I settled my affairs. Then I left with ny mother for Paris. 


We @ecided to try our luck in America, as we had sold cut and 
understoo@ you could make good business in Amrica. When we are 
rived in New York we were as ignorant as could be md so we did 
stey at what you call the bowery, I think. Seon we Sound a few 
Roumanians and the ins and outs about keeping a store. After a 
couple of months we were near Third and Canal Streets, having @ 
Little store with men’s furnishings-~-sort cof a haberdashery. 

Everything went fins, but when I lost my nother, I felt ra- 
ther lonesome and sold out and had everything ready to go te Ca- 
lifornia. Well it was strange for me to move, but I thought 1 
would forget quicker, as I could not very well manage S11 alones 
In San Francisco I had nothing but bad luck. First I went into 
partnership with a lady md lost out the better mrt of my money 
as she left me flat with bills to pay, which I had long been 
thinking had been paid. Well, 1 opened up another etore and had 
a haberdashery down Market Street. 1 ran across another woman 
and it wes I that pala dearly for thet. I had heroin the shop 
and to make the story short she went off witha customer and as 
much cash as was left as she had this planned and got away with 
its 

I ama single man now an@ think that I will scon move to 
the Bast egain as I just mde the discovery that I have no more 
cash to start here ani the few belongings 1 om wil carry me to 
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New York. I should say depression and women nit me hard here. 


| You see I never dia€ know that here it goes up and down, bul scer- 


tainly I am not dom yet. I just learned my lesson. I think in 
about four months I will have everything settled here and I find 
only one way out if I don't want to teste the worst sere. It was 
a big surprise to me to see the United States im a depression. 
In small. stores I think you see the customers dwindle first. I 
thought never to see miseries here ss only old curope is known 
for near pauper state and everybody in Barope is looking upon the 
United States as the country with the most money circulating» 

As long as a person hag cash, the rhole world is only a small 
city and sveryone can move wherever one likes to shift. I have 
not come in touch with many Rounanians here (in San Francis¢o). 
Over in Few York there are more and in Paris you finé them all 
year round. 

Yes, I 44& once take out first papers here, tut when Susiness 
became bad, I let it gee I see, with money you can gst everything 
everywhere except peatee I think a fellow of my age ought te mr- 
ry and many a sorrow would never appear. I trust times for every- 
body here will change soon because I think it is about tine for 
a little sumshine f@ all things in this world. I have nothing to 
complain abo §--everything tere is mt ono gambling table. One 
ean take 1% @ leave it. 
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Ase was born in 1901 in the city of Braila, Xoumaniae Her 
father was Rowwanian and her mother a Turk who became 4 Christian 
upon her marriage. Her father wis a government official of the 
province. A's life was spent in the official society of which 
her father and mother were jeaders. ‘When she was about ten years 
ola she begged her father to let her accompany him on his travels. 
She travelled extensively through the old kingdom of Rownania « 
uch of the travelling was done on horseback or in rude peasant 
carts. She, therefare, at an early €6 absorbed the wealth of 
folk-lore of the Roumanian countryside. 

She knows ali the folk customs and their histary and the rea- 
son they exist. She knows the correct ways to embroider and cross~- 
stiteh the peasant embroideries. She started at the age of fif- 
teen to collect folk-songs and she has an smazing collection. 

At the age af sixteen she was sent to Faris to complete her 
edueation. She studied French language, literature and music « 
For three years she remained in faris, all during the exciting days 
of the armistice and yace negotiations. 

hen she returned to Xoumania, it was toa greater Roumanis « 
She continued her studies of folk customs and music and travelled 
throughout Bessarabia and transylvaniae in 1926 she married an 
aviator im the Houmanian army. Hot jong efter, because of some 
trouble with his superior officers, he resigned his Gommission 
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ani left the comtry. He went first to Constantinople where he 
goon fell in with a commny of Jewish merchants and he agcompa- 
nied them as advisor and secretary to India end China. 

In Shanghai he felt tmt his life was wrong and that he 
should build anew. So he sent for his wife and together they 
sailed for America, landing in Yan francisco in July 1923. they 
soon found themselves in dire straits. ‘they could not contact 
anyone vhom they considered of their class. they had no one of 
any education or culture with whom to talk. They had no money 
for theatres or books or music, and they even had scarcely enough 
to eate in desperation, Ae apvealed to the Ye eCeohe, with the 
work of which she was familiar through her contacts with it in 
Roumania. They gave her a chance to organize classes in folk 
dancing and also o marist far her peasant embroideries. 

In 1931 her husband obteined a job as a mechanic in the 
Pord plant in Oakland. He has worked himself up to 4 fine posi- 
tion, because of his imowledge of aeroplane engines. After two 
years of hard work by both of them, they were able to buy @ home 
in Oakland and to raise their financial conlitions to a level of 
security. 

Ae Still Goes colorful embroideries in her spare time which 
she sells to a shop in tom. She also gives concerts and presen- 
tations of folk dmecing for clubs and private parties. She has @ 

stumning collection of Roumanian costums. Once a year, at the 
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Roumanian ball she wears one of these costumes, ani sings the 
songs of her country. Both she and her husband have become Ameri-~- 
can Citizens and are grateful to this country far eo new lifee 

They have one child, a girl of fours it is the wish of the pa- 
rents that she may be a good American and yet love the country 

of her ancestry. Already she can dance the old country dances 

and sing some of the simpler folk songs. 
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Jacob Mathias was one of the handsomest men in Roumuniae 
Hie birthplace was in the city of Sucharests His feather was 
@ Ghureh deacon and he had a number of childrene 

when Jacob was twenty-five years of age, he was appointed 
a telegraph operator and assigned to one of the government's 
offices. This was an unusual honor (sixty or more years ago) 
for one of Jacob’s age. As a telegrayh operator in one of the 
goverment’s offices he had to wear a unifarm ami cap with much 
gold-braid« 

It may be that paychologists mow the reason why many of 
the human femmle sex crave the companionship of men who wear 
uniforms end caps with gold-braid, or even only with brass bute 
tons, but even Jacob Mathies admite that they doe At any rate, 
after he domed the wiiform with gold-braid and secured prac- 
tically a life position, «a few daughtere of wealthy families 
ani some others whose families were not so rich but just com- 
fortable, were sending matchmakers to hime But Jacob had an 
eye for, in fact, he becem infatuated with, a married lady a- 
bout his own age, who was also one of the Roumanian beauties » 

Im Rounania the winters are long and the days are short, 
ami life for the idle, @ almost idle, humans, is rather mono- 
tonowse ‘Yherefore, during the winter months hardly a week 


passes without one or two mequerade balls were ths elite re- 


Se , Ue tee 


re ie Sw teuie wk gar »tekeiee? Ro were ected aft age sonsgittshd 
she THES te ted a het eh iee aoe ainmaes - 

oo > . rg LA 

: Sotslotie ose oh era Db aawer oe hhaginend ee ¥epee neds 


es 


7 + * 5 . ‘ ~ a 4 “ «i op i a 4 s | J 
| % ‘eS * tAimiiegoeag wate soo wt Bury ises Bra weenie dq eke ghee fo 
. es } ; y “1 ' at ae 
t one “a viule) tea Lanier ae gar BAER” geese 7) 
a, 
Tweet At ,og8 o'fooat te ame 2 
- 
| Mpa 3 3 Ss Ave ww tims 42 tae0 cf Sed af wae tite se’ eae 
: : a a2 
sbhuat~Riog 
7 
ar ae ei? wut wtetyiede gag fad? od yom FE- 7 
‘ ea Tes ivirG 2 oo ef ero xee ei ater sass aig 


me! 


; ail ety! hee bbwalsiiosn ae hy aoatiive edd Peaned of tek 
if ane we. wad a vYetcuseh wel a ,26k¢ faeqg -w2ilt 2 uifastt 
its * .. Cag ~) (2 on woe @2 ffiert pscuier uyerlto efon. aia 
an ae Vaal tebe os ,d¢ic Dechwaotetokt aneanod ef ytoatk we sso? wi 

» Recs F Sse Or » tay ocala ear a ogee kw J airt Fee e ies 
i / -,@9eGa ete Gyet afd tae paok oe eee te wild Shaws a a 
om teRax & , aeeer ele? Femes ~ ~wihk wid “2 eit & 


fom a wide etiusin wetale ocd essa ,e 1ehwteny lf 


jiite ett wee SfGe eho tengé ue : oe fo em soodd ay Seca 


é 


Paka 


‘w? 


4 
i} 


4 iy : 7] PKG 


- | pe, 4 
REPRE id |e oa! ee 


gale themselves with "wine, women (or men), and song.” Danc- 
| ing is merely a side recreation for the lover, or would-be 
lover, during which they make appointments for clandestine | 
meetings. At eall the masquerade balls may be found many of 
the rich end some government functionaries ami such other who 
belong te neither class yet by some chance secure invitations 
and tickets for sdmissione 

Jacob, being a government functionary, could secure entree 
to any one of the many masquerade bells, and also secure tick- 
ete fora friend. fo me of them Jacob contrived to invite the 
maxried lady who had often sem him pess her house. When pass- 
ing the house, which ws usually at e definite time of the day, 
if Jacob saw the lady ata window, he would raise his official 
Gap, wiich was trimmed with a wide gold-braid, by my of greet- 
ing her. Weedless to say thet must have pleased the lady for 
ashe often bowed her head low in recognition of Jacob's greet- 
inge We do not know what exeuse the lady gave to her husband 
for absenting herself from home that evening, but, according 
to Jacob's informtion, the lady did appear at the ball fully 
maskeds At the ball she recognized her newly found friend by 
the costume he wore, a deseription of which was contained in 
the invitation he had contrived to place in her possessions 

There is an old proverb in Rowsania te the effect that, 
if a breakable vessel. is used often enough, it will somehow 
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break after a certain length of time. ni so it was with the 
unmemed lady's erstwhile happy home. That is to say, the ofte 
ener she met Jeeobh, the more enamored she beoame of him and 
Vice versa, and in due time she and her husband separated. 
That event cost Jacob his government position, ae the lady's 
husband filed charges against him with the government. In 
due time, also, the lady's husband secured e Givorce and the 
custody of their me child. Hot long after the divorce, the 
government discharged Jacob from his, wactically, lifesjob« 

48 800n as he ms discharged by the government, Jacob 
married the divorese end together they emigrated to the Unite 
ed States and settled in New York cliys 

In Roumania the telegraph system wes, in Jacob's day, 
and for all thet the writer imows to the contrary, still is, 
a govermment monopoly» ‘Therefore, Imving been discharged by 
reagon of moral terpitude, Jacob not being capable of earn- 
ing a living for himself and his wife by moans of his pro- | 
fession, to say nothing of the disgrace he deliberately 
brought upon his own near ani dear (parmte, brothers, sisters, 
friends, ete.) he had to leave the country. 

in the United States Jacob bad to femiliarize himself with 
the English language. (He had a ene ttering knowledge of it be- 
fore leaving Houmanin « 

Ag goon as he Gia s80, a Roumanian, who head befriended him 
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and who was lone a resident in New York city, succeeded in se- 
curing for him a position with the Hlevated Hailroad System of 
that city as o ticket seller and also a telegraph operator. 
Jacob's weekly wages at the beginuing were nominal, for the 
reason that he only worked extra shifta, sometimes two or three 
days « week, but aftar about one year he securec a permanent 
night shifte ‘The steady night shift made it possible for Ja- 
eob and his frugal wife to establish a nice hom for themselvese 

For ten long yeers Jacob stuck to that position, the hours 
of which were fran 7:00 Pelle until 7:00 Aci. and feeling thet 
he could not endure it eny longer, and haying saved up about 
two thousand doliars, he first resigned, and then told his wife, 
thet he hed decided to establish himself in scme business in 
Califormiee He also told her that he selected San Francisce 
as their next place of residence. After disposing of such are 
ticles as could not be readily and profitably shipped to Cali- 
fornia, they left New York Citys 

Not having been a merchant, or kmowing anything about mere 
cantile matters, Jacob could not mke up what business to ene 
gage in after he reached California, end his savings were dig+.- 
appearing fasts After a heart to heart talk with his wife, the 
latter suggested to him to forget Insiness and apply for a pesi- 
tion with one of the telegraph companies. After revolving the 
matter in his own head for abot a week, he did apply far a posi- 
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tion with a local telegraph company, emi being an expert tele- 
graph operator, es well es possessing first class creientials, 
he did not lose meh tim before he was enregede : 
Jacob remained with the telecraph company until he reached 
the age of sixty-five years, and then he wae retired on helt 
pays 
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Some individuals who know, or et any rate, think that 
they know, say that musicians are born, but never, or seldom 
mdes Of course, i+ depends upon how one would define the 
word musitien. Beethoven was a musician; but so also is des- 
ignated one who can blow into a musica} instrument or pound 
& piano. And yet what a vast difference between the two; in 
fact, one can hardly be excused for comparing the two “musi-~ 
cians” « 

Be that as it my, however, there is no doubt that George 
Tupescu was borne musician, and at the age of eight year he 
used to beg his father to buy him a violine Sut his father 
was a more or less prosperous mrchant in a small village most- 
ly inhabited by gypsies, mny of whom were ekeing out an exisa- 
tence by mems of their sereetching violins. fherefore, when- 
ever George would implore his father to mocure for him a vice 
lin, the lattes’ used to say; "Son, there will be no gypsy in 
my familys Forget it." But, although a period of about six- 
ty years elapsed since, George. neither forgot about it, nor 
in his heart, forgave his father for ite 
| Besides the fact that most musicians were gypsies in iu- 
peseu's native country Roumenia, there was also a sort of so- 


ciel ostracism existent for any white male who took lessons in 
musie. The males in a femily were trained so that they could 
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carry on their father's trade @ professim. In other words, 
geniuses, ¢ven though born such, were not et all encouraged. 
therefore, our subject of this biography had to study subjects 
in which he was no& at all int aested. 

It is a trite sey ing that a haree can be ied to a trough 
but it cannot be mde to drink, ami so iupescu, although he 
went to school regularly, absorbed very little of the many sub- 
jects he was taught. A time came when he could no longer in- 
hale the atmos phere of a schoolroom, and me day he decided to 
disappear. But where to go, and what to do he had no concep- 
tio until something teok place thai cave him an ideas 

In Rowmnia, as perhaps in other countries, an army regi- 
ment has @ full musical band attached to ite cone day a regi- 
nent was passing through the town where lupescu lived and waile. 
the train on which the regiment wis entrained was ai the sta- 
tion awaiting orders to wooeei, the bend was plisying marches, 
waltzes and other uusical compositims. <Aiter the band ceased 
‘playing and the train started to move, the idea came to George 
Lupessu to join that regiment's musical bani. One day George 
walked the six kilometers to the next town where that reginat 
was transported to occupy the army pobte 

the Kapelmeisters (directors, a@ ieaders) of army musical 
bands in Roumaiia were always eager to recruit young boys, be- 


cause they became good msicaise The average mature and raw 
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recruit who was agsigued to the musical band was well nigh in- 
possible to train. Moreover, by the time the mture recruit 
was teught to pley a ousical instrument more of less satisfac- 
toriiy, his term of compulsory military service was nearly at 
an end, but the youngsters who voluntarily enrolled in the ar- 
my musical bands were invariably intelligent and quick +o 
learn. Therefore, when George impescu presented hiaself for 
voluntary service in the army bend, be was emolled instantly. 

After being accepted and enrolled and aéressed in a uni- 
form, lupeseu discovered that a army musical band bad nei ther 
violing nor any other kind of string instrunents, not even pis- 
nose After discussing the mtier with the band leader, Impescu 
told him thet he wanted to quit and return home, but the band 
leader said to the new recruit; “You cen neither quit nor re- 
turm homes You are nay a full fledged soldier, and you must | 
obey orders. My order is thet you shell study either the cla- 
rinet or the flute. CGhowe either instruzem as you have no 
other alternative." Two days later ow George Lupescu ms 
blowing into a clarinet with all his strength. In less then 
six months lupescu wae a good clarinet player. 

Having discovered that Lupescu md telent for meic, the 
Ser of the musical band assigned him to copy the notes of 
a wasiecal band score, for @ ch instrument. There was at that 


time only one printed score for an entire band or orchestra, 
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and the music for the verious instruments had to be copied 
from the score for each instrament. This became lupsseu's 
daily oceapation, in addition to playing in the bend occs~ 
sionally 

Por about two years te stuck to his soldierly duty; but 
it wasn't the career he wes anxious for. He wanted to be a 
composer of music and e first clase violin o& plane players 
he clerinet was not the msic instrument he cared to play, 
nor 444 he relish his other function, nemely to copy from a 
score the notes for the various bend instrunents. ‘Therefore, 
while he was visiting his hom town on a short forlough, he 
confided in his father that soldier o no soldier, he had 
made up his mini to leave Roumania and go to Americae At the 


seme time he esked his father whether he could and would spare . 


him enovgh money for the trip. The money was promised to him 
providing he himself would devise ways an@ mens of crossing 
the border from Roumnia into Galicia, which latter province 
was under the suzereinity af /ustrie~Hungery« 

Before leavire, his father have hin one hundved franks, 


et oF pote Oa Wi Te in bald a O86 8 ee ol OP ay DAS gat i ke i 


end also a letter addressed to me of his friends and business 
associstee who lived im Krakeu, & town in Geliciae ‘The Letter 
was @ request thet a certain sum should be adven ced to his son, 
Seorge Iupescu, a8 soon es he reached that city. ‘The elder 


Tapesm admonished his sqm to take good care of tmt letter es 
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well as have it well hidden in his clothing and 6s goon as he 
was ready to entrain for Berlin, to send 6 certain code tele~- 
gram, the words of which the former handed to the Jatter, un~ 
signed « 

fo cover a distance of about two hundred miles, it took 
George five days and many anxious moments, to say nothing of 
some bribe money which he had payed to a gauggler before he 
grossed the border between Xoumania and Galicia. But he finali~- 
ly crossed the border, as well as escaped all hazards. Thers- 
after he was free to travel by means of a false pass port. 

In due time George reached New York City where he soon 

found many Roumanians, most of whom were ever anon ready and wil2- 
| ing to help a new Roumanian immigrant. After resting & few days 
from the long journey (he was fifteen days on the *fast" steamer 
between Bremen and New York), he was “apprenticed" toa cap-maker, 
and in six weeks he learned the trade. He worked at that trade 
for about oe year and in addition to the money he had left from 
the amount his father’s friend and business associate of Krakau 
gave him, he had a total of about four handred doliars. 

While living in New York City he becane acquainted with a 
man about two years older than hinseif, and the two decided to 
go to California whem the “gold fever” had not fully abated. 
fhey lended in San Francisco, after travelling for weeks under 
a covered wagon, bub they could not see any gold anywhere, 6xX- 
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cept in banks, or arainda roulette wheel, or upon the bar of 
@ saloon. They asked where they might pick up some gold, and 
they were told to take a pick and shovel and look for it some- 
where in the mountains. They finally gave up the idea of pick- 
ing gold in the streets, and they opened a small book and ste- 
tionery store. They were successful from the very beginning un- 
til the earthquake and fire of 1906 completely destroyed it. 
The insurance company which covered their business did not pay 
up, and George lupesou end his partner were well-nigh penniless. 
In San Francisco George mrried and rad two children, both 
sons. The sons are today struggling f@ en existence and their 
father end mother are subjects of charity - Bver since the 1906 
catastrophe in San Francisco Georgs could not rehabilitate hin- 
self, and he tried hard encugh. 
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Carol Friedmann, a native of Rounania, sixty-two years of 
age, has lived in San Franciaco about forty-two years. He emi- 
grated to the United States shortly after the twentieth year in 
consequence of information he had derived from the studies while 
a student at a private school in the town of rlossti, where he 
was borne 

Two subjects interested him more than any other when he was 
not quite fifteen years of age, namely histery ami geography. 
The reason for this preference, he says, was the face thet he was 
anxious to know in whieh one of the many countries one ecald grow 
up to become a man and enjoy the privileges of life and Liberty 
without being harrassed by the government under which he then 
lived. Im his motive country he would have had to become « sol- 
dier, and eventually a nobody, wnless he md been a member of a 
certain class and that meant the rich. 

From his interest in the two subjects mentioned, he learned 
of many countries other than the United States, where one could 
as it were, live his awn life; but, at that time Baropean Steam- 
ship Companies were outbidding each other in the attempt to car- 
ry as many emigrants (most of whom travelled in the so-called 
steerage class), from the various Huroyean ports to the United 
Sta tes « 

Shortly after attaining the age of eighteen years, rried- 
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mam graduated from the private school and could continue to 
study only by going to Viema a@ Serlin, but his father had not 
the means for that purpose. ‘Therefore, he became a clerk in a 
grain brokerage house ‘n a port clty known as Braila. ‘hile 
thus employed he daily came in contact with officers of grain- 
carrying steamers from practically every port in the workd, a@ 
few of vhom took qiite a fancy to him. 

One day he mamtioned te one of the captains who was in com~ 
mand of an Snglish ship of his great desire to leave Roumania 
for the United States, and the latter said: "I expect to be 
back in about two months, end, if you the still have the desire 
to emigrate, and if you will be ready to sail with my ship, I 
shall take you as far as liverpool. At that port, 1 shall se- 
eure for you passage t New York through some one of my many 
friends who are in commend of steamers plying between those two 
cities". Friedmann thanked the captain heartily, and said that 
he would be ready to sail when the latter retumed. 

Friedmann, of course, had to convey the information of his 
intention $o Roumaniea to his parents, for, unlike in this day 
and age, young men, at any rato, the creat majority of them had 
mach respect for their jerents' feelings at that tinee ences, 
instead of writing to them, he told his employer that he wanted 
to visit hie parents during some forthcoming holidays, ani he 


was given leave of absenos fur one week. 
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After reaching home Friedmann aid not broach the subject 
for which he made the journey, but gave som valid excuse for 
ite The next day, however, wien he was alone with his mother, 
he told her the real reason for his visite His mother, of 
course, instantly shed tears, but she never uttered a word that 
might mve intimated to her son te change his minds All she 
said wes tht he should tell his father, who perhaps knew best 
what would be for his benefit in the future. 

The very seme day he went to this father's place of busi-~- 
ness, and, finding th latter unengeged, he junediately told him 
the object of his journey. After listening to his son's inten- 
tion and the reasons for it, the father said: “My son, 1 rather 
expected that the time would com when you would be dissatisfied 
wi th the political amd social conlitions in this country; there- 
fore, I am hot at all surprised at what you told me, ani since 
4% would be your duty to wesent yourself to the army aathori- 
ties for conscription, 1am mther glad that you thought about 
the matter and mde your decision. 411 that 1 am able to wish 
you is good luck to your futwe in the mw country end when you 
will be ready to leave | shall try te spare yon. & amall sam of 
money «" 

Six weeks later Priedmam was cn a steamer bound for iLiver- 
pool, the captain who had made him the promise returning sooner 
than he had antici mted. 
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| two days after ra.ching Liverpool the captain secured pas- 
sage fa Friedmann on a steamer bound for New Yorke Thile coross- 
ing the Atlantic Friedmann made the acquaintance of a young men, 
older then himself whose home was in Califarnis, and the latter 
d@eseribed that state in such glowing terms that the former de~ 
eided they should make the j«urng together. Buti when they went 
toa railroad tidcet office in New York City to purchase tickets 
for California, Friedmann discovered that the money he still had 
was not sufficient to purchase a ticket far even half the dis- 
tance between New York City and San Franeisco. Instantly his som- 
panion sensed Friedman's predicament and taking him aside, the 
formr saia;: “If you are short of money do not hesitate to tell 
me, for 1 can secure &s much money a5 i want by meems of a letter 
of eredit L carry. I am sure that you will repay me the money 
after you will be in Californie a Lit¢le while. Of course, Pried- 
mann had become attached to the young man as they continually 
diseusse@ many subjects in a lenguage they both spoke fluently, 
namely German; hence the former aia not hesitate to confide in 
the latter of his insufficient means. ‘After tickets were bought 
they spent three days in Hew York City, and then they were on 
their way 

When they reached San Francises the young man {the real Ca~ 

lifornian of a long since past age}, took Carol te Kis own home, 
and introduced him to his parents and a sister about sixteen years 
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years of age. He was asked to remain with them as a guest une 
$il he was rested from the long joumey and decided upon some 
plan for the future. Of wurse, Triedmun, fox lack of monsy, 
vas constrained to accept the invitation with many hearty thanks. 
two days Later Frie@mann learned that his host was in the 
grain business, and that his son was his associate. Bi-annually 
the son went to Liverpool to discuss, with their associates lo- 
gated in that akty, matters pertaining to the grain business. 

Daring their trip fron Liverpool to San Pranciaco, Fried- 
mam hed mentioned to the young man that he hed been a clerk in 
@ grain bookerage office in Rowman ia » 

Qne day the young mam said to his father; “Friedmann is a 
niee chap and I am very fond of him. Why not give him a chance 
in our own office?" “Thereupon his father said: “I, too, am 
fond of him, ami so is mothers Dat he speaks a very broken ing- 
ish." Then saia@ the young mm: “Father dear, Friedmamn will 
speak a better Unglish than either you or I in less than one 
years In the mantine we can use him as a tine~kesper." "O0.K.",; 
said the father to his son, “have your om way in the matter." 
In less than a week, Friedmann was asked to repart for work. 

Hie weekly pay was fixed at twenty dollars, and he was to room 
and beara with ea family whose members wore frienis of his employ- 
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nie, who had received 4 . thorough fundamental education in their 
native country, especially & good knowledge of the German end 
French languages, 1% was easy for FPrie@mam to moester the Sng- 
lish langusge as well as adapt himself to any sort of agreeable 
work. ‘Therefore in about eight monthe from the time he landed 
in the United States, by man of intensive reading of good Eng- 
lish literature with the help of @ good dictionary, Carel spoke 
a faivly good English, and he was transferred to the office 
@here he was appointed cashier. Thenceforwmard Friedmamn's pre- 
gross was fast, andab the ma af his first yor with the firm 
he became one of the firm's buyers. 

In the meantine the junior menber of the firm treated him, 
not only as a friend, bub rade him his steady companion. They 
both like good literature; they both liked billiard and chess; 
they both mjoyed a good show; they both were very fond of ma 
aio; and last, but not least, neither of them ganbled nor dranke 
They were both contimually absorbed in the grain busi ness, and 
after business hours, either thy engaged in intellectual pur- 
gaits ot some innocent diversion once a week, ana sone weoks 
Peiedmann had to appear for Gianer at his eaployers' home. Oth- 
er nights he would call on his junior employer after dinner. 
fhus matters contimucd to the satisfaction of all parties con- 
eermead for about three years when like lightening from the sky, 
the junior member confided in Priedmmn that he was about to 
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marry the young jady whom he often met in their home. Fried- 
mann, of course, could only do the obvious, that is, songratu- 
late his friend and benefactor heartily, but et the same time, 
he felt as if something snapped in his heart. vor after marry- 
ing he ould not possibly bave the janior employer as his compa- 
nion. In fact, a day later, eledmnn said to his friend; "What 
will become a me after you are married?" after a few seconds 
of hesitation his friend eeid: “Carol, you merry WY sister and 
you won't regret ite" gwo montha latex his junior employer was 
married, and four months later Friedmann carried his employers* 
daughter and sister, respectively - 


Carolina Alkali wae ous ef those rare souls who was for- 
ever trying % 40 gome thing for some one els6, whether a relation 
of her am, @ a mere stranger If no one vhom she knew needed 
anything dore far him or her, she would ferret out sane one she 
aid not knoe 

Now judging by hs historical record of events, ome may be 
pardoned for assuming that at all times there were plenty of peo- 
ple who were in need of some kind of assistance, and therefore she 
aia not meander very far, nor search very long, far the one whom 
she was ready assist. | 

One day while reaming in & strange neighborhood, she dis- 
covered a man about thirty-nine years of age, tho was sick, pen~ 
nileses and ffiendless. And she was only a slip of a girl, about 
seventeen years of Agee ghe lost no time in appealing to her 
mother that the man be installed in her om room until he recover- 
ed fully 

The man was handsome, intelligent, amd his trade or profesa- 
sion was freseo painting. reease yainting was much in vogue 
fifty ond more years &g0 in Roumania, beg@ause everyones vho was 
somebody and had money to pay for the work wae anxious to have the 
ceihking and walls of at least the living room adorned with figures, 
lendseapes, ete. Hence Leibu, Varolina's protege could be depended 


upon to carn money again as soon as he gow well. 
fhe mother told her daughter that she could do es she pleased, 
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and thelatter Lost no tice in treasferring theman from the room 
ne was cacupying shen she discovered hin into her otiie 

#o say $hat sce Was happy would Se patting it mildly» 

Shortly af ser installing $:e man in her ow: homée carolina 
galled a physician who siagnoeed the former's maledy ae a case 
of Heurasthenia.s The ph sician asaured soth Caroling end her 
mother that good food anh guod Care, expecially resé and quits 
would fully restore the wan's health in & few woeks » mb instead 
of “a few waoks", she wan lingered about three ROLThSs reve rthe-~ 
less, ne fully recovered eyentually, #60 Was ready to go beck to 
work a8 goon as 16 wes offered 10 hiab 6 jooked around for work 
but being sinter very Little tresce work wes soing Ole That sort 
of work was usually done in thespring and suaner, pecause of 
‘g@liuatic cond idl tions. | 

oOue day Leiva packed his few belongings, end he told the 
widow Alkali Shet he had iaposed Upon hem sufficiently long; 
ohat he was under ever jas ting obligations +40 her and to her 
caguia® Yor thie <ood care they ned taken of him giile recovere 
ing from “is illness; that he wee cing to live at his oid 
jodging place; and jastly, tat he bid them both good byes 

agter carefully Listening +o his stutements, *Prés Alike Li 
enid; "EYe Jeibu, winier is Upon US; I know that you osve nei- 
ther work nor meney Lor any other fpiend; sherefore, pleas 


take your belongings to the room you Aeve eecupied &11 of tuese 
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to sutdy them thoroughly. Upon eraduation every student could 
read and write them as well as the Roumanian languate. ‘hat 
was of course iiity or more years 4go- (he writer is informea 
that the unglish language 1s also being studied today.) 

ax, Uarolina's brother on the otherhand, was not quite so 
brilliant a student as his sister; nevertheless, ne decane a first 
class workingman in copper and brass-weéar, such as chandelicrs, 
lamps, candlesticks ete 

when the widow Abakle heard her daughter's decision she was 
non-plussed, but said nothing. ier turn came the third day, in 
the meantime s..e too, the matter up with her prospective husband 
and that gentlmen would not hear of it. He did, however, make the 
remark +o the effect that, if carolina and her brother emigrate 
to theUnited States, he and nis fiancee would have to go agong- 

fhe third day a consultation was in progress wheat it was 
decided first, that they should marshall their assets and find out 
wjether they could raise the necessary funds for the trip; second-=- 
ly that or. Leibu should marry brs. Alkali .on a day certain; and 
lastly, that if they did not have sufficient money for the trip 
none shotld leave until ell could 20-6« 

It go happenedthat the widow Alkali, in addition to themoney 
Left to her by her deceased husb nd, she had accumulate quite 
a sum from work as 4 dressmaker to the rich woman of Bbotasani. 


In fact, she had about ten thousand francs, and ifr. ipeibu had 
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about two thousend france due him from a job he exs about to 
finish. that gus, ond slo «some additions2 swell swe from the 
Saie of verious «rticles, wes more th: & sufficient to pay for the 
Journey of she four to the United statee. 

Accordingiy, in about tree weeks rr. Leibu mar-ied the 
widow *lkeli, and one month therecfter the four members left 
Sotosani, Houmanie « 

ew york city wes their gosle Ghen they arrived in vee York, 
they sought and faind uarters together. /fter re: Sing for a while 
hax found a place where it 41d not take him iong to provehis 
ability os « first class copper and vraes worker, carolina register- 
eg “2% one of the night schocls for shepor pose of perfeotii g here 
self im the Suglish langumse. Er. Leibu, om the other hand, could 
find ne frvseo work, as such work was uot auch in vOoue in the 
United Yiates; therefore, he becane on erdianry pointer, earning 
five or six duliars a dny whenever hecould secure 6 Ode "PBs 
Leibu took cere of the howe, se well +s catered to theneeds of the 
embers of the femily. 

After residing in new york vity about a year, EEGs ie@ibuy, 
began to notice th t her husbend often eane howe sonewhat tisy, 
end whithin the confines of their own room she took quite a good 
deal of abuse from him. sut one evening pr.’ ieibu not only came 
home somewhat parsli ed from exeessive drink, but he used one of his 


fists rather heavily upon bre Leibu'ts fuce, ond the blood was 
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pouring from her facee She screaned, and that brought her Soand 
daughter to her rescues That very evening Mr. Leibu wes arrestee 
ed for battery, and the fourth day when his case came up in the 
police court, he was placed on probetion for ne years also, he 
wae admonished never egain to venture inte the homeof his wife 
and childrets 

But after tht unfortunate affair, Caroline perswded her 
mother end her brother to leaveliew York City for Californie, and 
in about three weeks they departed without itaving @ single trace 
behind tyeme Their destination was Los Anceles. 

Im Les Angeles Caroline passed an esauination and succeeded 
in Securing a teacher's certificate. Shortly theresfter she 
received an eppointaent to teach German and French in on ¢ of 
the high schools. 

After teaching in thepublie schools of Los Anseles about ten i 
years, she wet a men whom she married shorily after, and resigned 
her positions The wan was fairly well to do, and slso had a very | 
prifitale business in Son Fpaneisco. Shrtly after their marriage 1 
they coved to San Ppancisco, taking with them Gsarclina'ts acther,. 

About three years after earriage Carolina hed a child, in 
nineteen twenty nine, however, matters tock a turn for thevorst. 
cero,ina(s husband lost all of his money, aid real esiute hobdings. 

Cerclina could see only a dark future before her, <a ner 


husband seemed unable to rehabilitate Kimseslf. But caroline 
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The Biography of Carolina Alkali. 

Carolina Alkali was one of those rare souls who was for- 
ever trying to do something for some one else, whether a relation of 
her own, or a mere stranger. If no one whom she knew needed anything 
done for him or her, she would ferret out some one she did not know. 

Now judging by the historical record of events, one may 
be pardoned for assuming that at all times there were plenty of peo- 
ple who wicawiacs of some kind of Pr as and therefore she did 
not meander very far , nor search very long, for the one whom she was 
seas to assist. 

One gay while roaming in a strange neighborhood, she dis- 
covered a man about thirty-nine years of age, who was sick, penniless 
and friendless. She herself was only a slip of a girl, about seven- 


teen years of age. she lost no time in appealing to her mother that 


the man be installed in her own room until he fully recovered. 


The man was handsome, intelligent, and his trade or pro- 
fession was fresco painting. fresco painting was much in vogue fifty 
and more years ago in Roumania, because everyone who was somebody and 
had money to pay for the work was anxious to have the ceilling and 
walls of at least the living room adorned with figures, landscapes etc. 
Hence Leibu , Carolina's protezgé, could be depended upon to earn mon' 
ey again as soon as he got well. 

| The mother told her daughter that she could do as she 
pleased, and the latter lost no time in transferring the man from the 


room he was GSE ara vii she discovered him into her own. 
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The Biography of Carolina Alkali. 
athens sh ion nt «i A ae EI MARR ei tal 
he and his fiancée would have to go along. 


The third day a consultation was in progress whereat it 
was decided first, that they should marshall their assets and find out 
whether they could raise the necessary funds for the trip; secondly, 
that Mr. Leibu should marry Mrs. Alakli on a day certain; and lastly, 
that if they did not have sufficient money for the trip none should . 
leave until all could go. 

It so happened that the widow Alkali, in additionsto the 
money left to her by her deceased husband, she had accumulated quite a 
sum from work as a dressmaker to the rich woman of paverant.s In fact, 
She had about ten thousand Frances (about $2000.00), and Mr. Leibu had 
about Two Thousand Frances (about $400.00) due him from a job he was 
about to finish. That sum, and also some additional small sums from 
the sale of various articles, was more than sufficient to pay for the 
journey of the four to the United States. 

Accordingly, in about three weeks Mr. Leibu married the 
widow Alkali, and one month thereafter the four members left Botosani, 


Roumania,. 
New York City was their goal. When they arrived in New 


york, they sought and found quarters together. After resting for a 
while, Max found a place where it did not take him long to prove his 
ability as a first class Copper and Brass worker. Carolina registered 
at one of the night schools for the purpose of perfecting herself in 
the English language. Mr. Leibu, on the other hand, could find no 
fresco work, as such work was not much in vogue in the United States; 
therefore, he became an ordinary painter, earning five or six Dollars 

a day whenever he could secure a job. Mrs. Leibu took care of the home, 


as well as catered to the needs of the members of the family. 
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The Biography of Carolina Alkali. 

After residing in ew York City about a year, Mrs. Leibu 
began to notice that her husband often came home somewhat tipsy, and 
within the confines of their own room she took quite a good deal of 
abuse from him. But one evening Mr. Leibu not only came home somewhat 
paralized from excessive drink, but he used one of his fists rather ° 
heavily upon Mrs. Leibu's face, and the blood was pouring from her face 
She screamed, and that brought her son and daughter to her rescue. That 
very evening Mr. Leibu was arrested for battery, and the fourth day when 
his case came up in the police Court, he was placed on probation for one 
year; also, he was admonished never again to venture into the home of 
his wife and her children. 

But after that unfortunate affair, Carolina persuaded her 
mother and her brother to leave New York City for California, and in 
about three weeks they departed without leaving a single trace behind 
them. Their destination was Los Angeles. 

In Los Angeles Carolina passed an examination and succeeded 
in securing a teacher's certificate. Shortly thereafter she received 
an appointment to teach German and French in one of the high schools. 

After teaching in the public schools of Los Angeles about 
ten years, she met a man whom she married shortly after, and resigned 
her position. The man was fairly well to do, and also had a very 
profitable business in San Francisco. Shortly after their marriage they 
moved to San Francisco, taking with them CArolina's mother. 

About three years after marriage Carolina had a child. In 
1929, however, matters took a turn for the worst. Carolina's husband 
jost all of his money, and real estate holdings, and the busines. 

Carolina could see only a dark future before her, as her 
husband seemed unable to rehabilitate himself. But Carolina always 


has a@ will and a way; therefore, she did not lose much time and 
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The Biography of Carolina Alkali. 
re-@ngaged in her own profession as a teacher. 
Today, she is practically the main support of her family; 
and this includes her husband,whom she worships. Some women seem to 


be born brave, and hence are capable of defying the very fates. 
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‘To say that she was happy would ib putting it mildly. : 

Shortly after installing the man in her own home, 
Carolina called a physician who diagnosed the former's malady as a 
case of Neurasthania. The physician assured both Carolina and her moth' 
er that good food and good care, especially rest and quiet would fully 
restore the man's health in a few weeks. But instead of"a few weeks", 
the man lingered about three months. Nevertheless, “he fully recovered 
eventually, and was ready to go back to work as soon as it was offered 
to him. He looked around for work, but being winter very little fres- 
eco work was going on. That sort of work was usually done in the spring 
and summer, because of climatic conditions. 

One day Leibu packed his few belongigns, and he told 
the widow Alkali that he had imposed upon them sufficiently long; that 
he was under ever lasting obligations to her and to her daughter for 
the good care they had taken of him while recovering from his illness; 
that he was going to live at his old lodging place; and lastly, that 
he bid them both good bye. 

After carefully listening to his statements, Mrs. 
Alkali said; "Mr. Leibu, winter is upon us; I know thatvyou have nei- 
ther work nor money nor any other friend; therefore, please take your 
belongings to the room you have occupied all of these many months, and 
it will be yours until you secure work. Also, the seat at the table 
where you set heretofore is yours. You must not leave my house”. 

Carolina supported her mother's stand, and Mr. Leibu 
yielded tomneir wishes. The undisclosed fact was, altho Leibu sus- 
pected it, that the widow had fallen in love with her daughter's 


protegé. & 
Spring came and Mr. Leibu found plenty of work.’ Be- 


oF ag 


mand earning: good money, he wag showeri presents 


on both, the mother and the daughter, besides taking them on short 
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trips to various summer resorts. At one of these resorts, while 


Mrs. Alkali and Mr. Leibu were looking at the various bathers from 
“the shore where they were sitting, the latter asked the former to mar ' 
ry him, and she consented on the spot. | 

When Carolina heard the news she was overjoyed. The next 
day, however, Carolina said to her mother: "I am most happy that you 
and Mr. Leibu are going to be married; but, I should not care to re- 
main in this city after that event takes place. I and brother Max 
will go to the United States of America. There I shall try to become 
a teacher of languages, and Max will follow his own trade, or with my 
help he will engage in some business. 


It should be said, en passant, that Carolina was a most 


dilligent student, both in school and away from it. She read extensive. 


ly the classics in both the German and the French languages, These two 
languages every lyceum (high-school) student, whether male, or female, 
was compelled to study them thowroughly. Upon graduation every student 
could read and write them as well as the Roumanian language. That was 
the case, ofcourse, fifty or more years ago. (The writer is informed 
that the English language is also being studied today). ° 

Max, Carolina's brother on the other hand, was not quite 


so brilliant a student as his sister; nevertheless, he became a first 


Glass morkingmen in copper and brass-wear, such as chandelliers, lamps, 


candlesticks etc. ™ 

When the widow Alkali heard her daughter's decision she 
was nun-plussed, but said nothing. Her turn, came the thir@ day, In 
the meantime she took the matter up with ier prospective RO EDEnae and - 
that gentleman would not hear of it... Hemid, however, make the remark 


to the"eerect that, if Carolina and her brother embgrate to the U. De 
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The biography of George Tupescu. 


Joe ee aap ae 


Some individuals who know, or at any rate, think that 
they know, say that musicians are born, but never, or seldom made, 


@fcourse, it depends upon how one would define the word musician. 


Béthoven was a musician; but so fis) also one design#ated who can blow 
into a musical instrument or pound a piano. And yet what a vast aif > 


ference between the two; in fact, one can hardly be excused for com- 


paring the two "musicians" 

Be that as it may, however, there igs no goubt that George 
Iupescu was born a musician, and at the age of eight years he used 
to beg his father to buy him a violin. But his father was a more 


or less prosperous merchant in a small village mostly inhabited by 


gypsies, many of whom were ekeing out an existence by means of their 


sereetching violins. Therefore, whenever George would implor his 


father to procure for him a violin, the latter used to say: Son, 


there will be no gypsy in my family. Forget it.//"But, altho a peri- 


od of about sixty years elapsed since, George enither forgot about 
it, nor in his heart, forgave his father fore ite 

Besides, the fact that most musicians were gypsies in 
Lupescu's native country Roumania, there was also a sort of social 
ostracism extant for any white male who took lessons in music. The 
males in a family were trained so that they could carry on their 


father's trade,-or ewen profession. In other words, geniuses, 
a! 


" even tho, born such, were not at all encouraged. Therefore, our 


subject of this Biography had to stuty subjects in which he was 
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The biography of George lupescu. 


not at all intereste@ , yokens-voleus. 


It is a trite saying that a horse can be led to a 


5 iets bu 4 it cannot be made to drink, and so Iupescu, altho he 
went to school regularly, absorbed very little of the many subjects 
he was taught. A time came when he could no longer inhale the at- 

mosphere of a schoolroom, and one day he decided to disappear. But 
where to go, and what to do he had no conception until something 
took phace that gave him an idea. 

In Roumania, as perhaps in other countries, an army 
regiment has a full musical band attached to it. One day a regiment 
was passing through the town where Lupescu lived and while the train 
on which the regiment was entrained was at the station awaiting or- 
ders to proceed, the band was playing marches, waltzes and other 
musical ponroat tone. After the band ceased playing and the train 
started to move, the idea came to George Llupescu to join that regi- 
ment's musical band. One day George walked the six kilometers to 
the next town where that regiment was transported to occupy the 


army post. 
The Kapelmeisters (directors,or leaders) of army musi- 


cal bands in Roumania were always eager to recruit young boys, be- 
cause they became good musicians. The average mature and raw recruit 
who was assigned to the musical band was well nigh impossible to 
train. Moreover, by the time the mature recruit was thaught to play 
a musical instrument more or less satisfactorily, his term of com- 
pulsory military service was nearly at an end, but the youngsters, 
who voluntarily enrolled in the army musical bands were invariably 


intelligent and quick to learn, therefore » when George Lupescu 
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The biography of George Lupescu. 
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Noo 3 a t AAAZ na 
presented himself for jthe army musical 


» AA 1A 


‘band, he was enrolled in™ 


stantly. 
After being accepted and enrolled and dressed in a 


uniform, Iupescu discovered that an army musical band had neither 
viglins nor any other kind of string instruments, not even pianos. 
After discussing the matter with ioe ean’ leader, Lupeaecu told hin, 
that he wanted to quit and return home, but the band leader said to 
the new recruit; " you can neither quit nor return home. You are 
now a full fledged soldier, and you must obey orders. '" My order 
is that you shall study either the clarinet or the flute. Choose 
either instrument as you have no,alternative”. Two days later our 
George Lupescu was blowing into a clarinet with all his strength. 
In less than six months iupescu was a good clarinet player. 

Having discovered that Lupescu had talent for music, 
the leader of the musical band assigned him to copy the notes of 
a musical score, for each instrument. There was at a Oe = one 
printed score for an entire band or orchestra, and the music for 
the various instruments had to be copied from the score for each 
instrument. This became Iupescu's daily occupation, in addition 
to playing in the band occasionally. 

For about two years he stuck to his soldierly duty; 
but, it wasn't the carper he was anxious for. 

He wanted to be a composer of music and a first class 
viblin or piano player. The clarinet was not the music instru- 
ment he cared to play, nor did he relish his other function, name- 
ly to copy from a score the notes for the various band instruments. 
Therefore while he was visiting his home town on a short furlough, 
he confided in his father that soldier or no soldier, he had made 


up his mind to leave Roumania and go to America. 
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The biography of George lupescu. 
ee 
At the same time he asked his father whether he could and would 
spare him enough money for the trip. The money was promised to him 
providing he himself would devise ways and means of crossing the 
border from Roumania into Galicia, which latter province was under 
the suzerainity of abucxertagwae 2 

Before leaving his father gave him one ee He. 
and also a letter addressed to one of his friends and business as~ 
sociates who West keniobied in Krakau, a town in Galicia. The letter 
was a request that a certain sum should be advanced to his son,Geor- 
ge Lupescu, as soon as he reached that city. The elder Lupesceu ad- 
monished his son to take good cate of that letter as well as have 
it well hidden, in his clothing and as soon he was ready to entrain 
for Berlin to sena a certain code telegram, the words of which the 
former handed to the latter, unsigned. 

It took George five days) to cover a distance of about 
two hundred miles, and many anxious moments, to say nothing of some 
bribe money which he had payed to a smuggler, before he crossed the 
border between Roumania and Galicia; but, he had crossed the border, 
as well as escaped all hazards. Thereafter he was free to travel 
by means of a fakse passport. 

It is truly said that " necessity is the mother of 
invention, end false passports have been used by humeeehal ned sol Woy 


ages. 
In due time George reached New York City where he soon 


found many Roumanians, most of whom were ever anodn ready and willing 


to help a new Roumanian imigrant. 


After resting a few days fyom the long journey ( he was 
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Page 5. 


The biography of George Lupescu. 


fifteen days on the "fast" steamer between Bremen and New York), 

he was"apprenticed" to a cap-maker, and in six weeks he learned the 
trade. He worked at that trade about one year and in addition to 
the money he had left from the amount his father's friend one pusi- 
ness associate of Krakau gave him, he had a total of about Four 
hundred Beiave: 

While living in New York City he became acquainted with 
aman about two years older than himself, and the two decided to go 
to California where the "@ola fever" had not fully abated. 

| C they ibnaea an san Francisco, after travelling for 
weeks under a covered wagon, but they could not see any gold any- 
where, except in Konks , On around a roulette wheel, or upon the bar 
of a saloon. They asked where they might pick up some gold, and the, 
were told to take pick and shoval andfor it somewhere in the monn*® 
tains. They finally gave up the idea of picking gold in Alstreets, 
and they opened a small book and stationary store. They were suc- 
cessful from the very beginning until the earthquake and fire of 
I906 completely destroyed it. 

~ The insurance company which covered their business 

welched, and George Lupescu and his partner were well nigh penniless 


4 


In San “rancisco George married and had two children, 


both sons. 
The sons are to-day struggling for an existance and 


their father and mother are subjects of charity. For Sver since the 
I906 catastrophe in San -ancisco George could not rehabilitate hin- 


self, and he tried hard enough. 
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Antoinette Jackson. 


Aur! - trambita vrajita care chemi pe orice viu 
Si+l faci rob pana'n sicriu,- 
Sunt putini cel cari-si leaga sufletul de sfantul cer! 


Dar pe tine toti te chiama, toti te cata gi te cer! 


Sunt putini cei ce se'nchina la a cerului lumina, 
Dar la tine toti se'nchina! 

Doar un Om, trecand prin lume cu privirele senine, 
Inaltate pururi sus, 

Nta dorit nici sa te vada, nici nu s'a atins de tine. 


Omul s'a numit Isus! 


Oamenirea insa geme pentru tine 61 se frange; 

Pentru aur, curg de veacuri mari de lacrami si de sange; 
Se vad suiflete curate, trupuri fragede ca crinii; 
Intunericul, prin aur, smulge florile luminii 

$1 de veacuri fara numar, pe-ale lumii triste laturi, 


Vrei sa saturi omenirea, dar tu,aur, n'o mai saturi! 
? 9 pi 
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Aur, aur! - palos tare ce dai lesuri la toti corbii; 


Cantec ce te-aud si surzii; soare ce te vad si orbiis 


Cursa lui Satan, vicleana, cu zabretele de aur! 


Ce! 


Azi, in veacul slavii tele, cand in ghiara-ti stat sa plara 


nseli suflete de veacuri si strangi iadului tezaur,- 


Milioanele de oameni sugrumati de-a foamei ghiara, - 


Pentru toti cei ce sub tine, in robie, plang si gem, 


Eu, 


ingenunchiat sub ceruri, aurule, te blesten. 


Cantecul sa-ti amuteasca! Stradlucirea ta sa moara! 
3 9) 


Sa 


te macini ca faina, in a veciniciei moara! 


Nimanui sa nu mai trebuie la nimic si nicidecum; 


Sa 
Sa 
Sa 


te-amestici pe vecie cu tarana de pe drum; 

ceboare peste tine vijeliile-dezastre, 

te soarba'n tot adancul nesfargirilor albastre 

8&8 cazi pe alte planete, cu alti oameni, cu alti brazi. 


pamant sa nu mai cazi! 


a te uite oamenirea, aur crud, aur hain, 


vecie si'n toti vecii-vecilor! Amin! Amin! 
? 


Sourece: Roumanian newspaper "America". Jan. 12, 1937. 
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THE LURE OF GOLD 
Translation from the Roumanian newspaper 
America. Jan. 12, 1937. i 
By 


Antoinette Jackson. 


Spirit of gold whose enchanted bugle, calls on the world 
to make more slaves, 

Call your loudest and call your proudest, the end is 
Death in a field of graves. i 

While few there be who fasten their gaze on the light 
of the eastern skies, 

And fewer yet who spend their days with the light that within’ 


them lives. 


There was One, who serene and filled with peace, lived 
and died as a Master should. 
He who rebuked the Pharisus and was slain on a lofty cross 
of wood. 
He, exalted above all beings, sought you not in word or deed, " 
But lived, enduring your scorn and envy, lived all hungering 


souls to feed. 
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He, the master, was mown as Jesus, known to fewer as 
"Son of God." 
Sought by the humble, spurned by the mighty, trod all 


paths that our feet have trod. 


Humanity sorrows, implores and pleads for the gold 
that glistens like yellow light, 
And that proves a curse when it is not worse, 
‘When abused by the victims of darkened sight. 
For an ocean of tragedy, blood and tears has flowed 
down the centuries long past, 
And the menace of gold and hearts grown cold must follow 


you ever until the last. 


In a favored spot there's a garden bright, where fragile 
lilies grow 

And roses red and roses white breathe a message you 
néter will know. 

They are the loving symbols of purified souls made 
clean, 

And they breathe the Spirit of God's own breath in 


their own charmed, sylvan scene. 


The gong has sounded, the hour has come when your 
Spirit of Gold shall die 
With the shades of night around you, there shall 


your proud form lie. 
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I have seen the doom of your lovers, those who have 
bartered all 

To woo your shining presence and hear your bugle call. 

I have watched them drawn to the lodestone and seen 
them chained to the wheel 

That grinds the poor forever, the poor who must beg 
or steal! . 

And I kmeeling under the starry skies, curse you 
and curse your gold. 

For they who heed you and follow are barren of 
good, and cold. 

And only the fire of a deathless love shall warm 
their souls again, 

When gold has turned to ashes and your slaves have 


been racked by pain. 


Begone to other planets ere you pass out and die. 

Let Humanity forget you and the place where your 
treasures lie. 

Hence to the hills that gave you birth, Enchantress 
of gold's false snare. 

We would be free of the lust of gold, to breathe 
Life's pure air. 

So may the curse of nations, hoarding of gold 
and crime 

Be lifted for age while evermore we glory in deeds 


sublime. 
1/3/37 
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Antoinette Jackson 


GOLD, GOLD3 


Gold! = enchanted trumpet, those you call, come, 
And you make them slaves till death, 
There are few who fasten the soul to the sacred sky! 


But for you, all call, everybody looks and asks for youl 


There are few who pray to the light of the sky, 

But to you all pray! 

However one man going through the world with serene sight, 
Exalted, for ever and ever, 

Did not even wish to see or touch you, 


The man was called Jesus. 


Humanity however laments and begs for you. 

For "Gold," run centuries of ocean tears and blood; 

One sees the clean souls, the fragile troop-like lily-white. 
The darkness, through gold, tears, the flower of light. 

And for centuries without number, onthe world's sad sides. 
You want to satisfy humanity, but you, gold, don't satisfy 


her anymore} 
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Gold, gold? - strong dagger, which makes all the ravens swoon 


Song that even the deaf ones hear; sun which also the blind 
see} 

Sat,n's snare, cunning, with bars of gold, 

Who fools the eouls for centuries and gathers Hell's ; 

To-day, in the century of your glory, when in your claw, 
they stay to perish. 

Millions of people strangled from hunger's clutches,~ 

For all those under you, in slavery, cry and lament, 


I, kneeling under the skies, curse you, gold. 


May the song become mute, your glitter should die! 

May you be ground like flour in the everlasting mill} 
No one should need anything in the least; 

May you mix forever with the earth of the road; 

May the stormy disasters pour over you, 

fo absorb you in the depths of endless gloom, 

And you should fall on other planets, with other people, 
On the earth you should not fall any more! 

Humanity should forget you, cruel gold 


For ever, and ever} Amen} 


A literal translation from the Roumanian newspaper "Americal! 


January 12, 1937, by Antoinette Jackson. 


woowa uneve aad Lin exten stotdw. sgh pita = tog eb an 
Butid ods cafe doteie aon ven soa Yaak ed sove tat gH ——- 
lop to oxad daw ygittanco yotaue atagtat pape 

ee el Lfok etedtig ban eettwineo wet efvos edit aloe oo | 
ely weed sedw prog toy to ywdawo edt at wot 
le lted os Bde yest } td) Se SO 

- sefigtalo e*xegusedl aozt Menace Pe ; 
inoaat bos yr. .rovale ut wey seBamencde fle wo 

~BIog coy eaten ,eotua ould ebay yaliool , 


=) 
> 


$0i5 Biooda retails wey ,odamt pmooed gnde elt yell 
nee sitteatreve eft at wwolt exhL bavoTy od sy Yall 
jtesal ed? at gatstyna Soom bide ext oF 
sheot add to diane edd adie tewmact ate soe yell 
pools evetbie ‘to exitqes edd at woy dtosda at 
oligos Teme stiw . aveania sede a0: Liat Bios ue, bat. 7 
stce yan Mat fon Kbuodn sey dinse ad? HO. | 
Ding founo joy Sept blvele easel 
taons. Aseve tne ote 


a nae. 


fd 


—~ Antoinette Jackson. 


ZIARULUIL AMERICA 
LA 30 de ANI 


Romani de pretutindeni, 
Fruntile sa ridicanm, 

9 
Sfanta este pe vecie, 


Ziua'n care jubilam. 


De treizeci de ani rasare un soare, 
Cu raze mari si bines=facatoare; 
$ 
Lumina lui e mare si stralucitoare, 
9 


eooeee B mare zi si mare sarbatoare, 
> 


Lumina din lumina ne-ai dat noua drag ziar, 
Si tot mai maret si rasdrit din an in any 

3 ree) 

Ai dus dorul nostru departe peste ocean, 


In satele scumpe din dragul nostru Ardeal, 


Noi am venit din patru unghiuri de lume. 
Popor pribeag....un neam fara de nume 
In locurile noastre ramase de eroi, 


Tobagi, batuti, cu biciul de grofi gi de ciocoi. 
9 
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Lumina din lumina ne-ai dat treizeci de ani, 
Ai miluit batrani, ai dat scut la orfani. 
In limba noastra dulce cetit'am adevarul, 


Si sfanta’i libertatea cum sfant ne este cerul. 


Fecorii Transilvaniei din vai si de prin munti 
Veniti aicia tineri, acum batrani, carunti. 
9 


Tu scump ziar al nostru le-ai fost mam& si tata, 


In tara libertatei. Fii bine-cuvantata. 
>] 


De trei decemi'n zare rasarit un soare, 

Sus inima Romana:.... E zi de sarbatoare. 

Si va rugati la ceruri sa verse cele sfinte, 
> 


Ca soarele Romanilor sa mearga inainte! 


Sources Roumanian Newspaper "America". January 7, 1937. 
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DEDICATED TO THE JOURNAL "AMERICA" 
BY THE ROUMANIANS, ON THE 30th 
ANNIVERSARY | 
Translation from the Roumanian newspaper 
America. Dec. 12, 1936. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson. 


All hail this holy Celebration Day, 
O'er which Freedom and Progress shed their ray. 
Roumanians all hail! from everywhere 


Lift up your hearts and heads in thankful prayer. 


Full thirty years ago a sun arose, 
Whose warmth benevolent bade wintry snows 
Begone: Whose light in golden rays 


Crowns this blest day, the greatest of all days. 


Illumination from this columned sheet 
Broadened our vision gave us scope to greet 
Inspired writers, who from year to year 


Have made "America" more prized and dear. 
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On wings of light you bore our hearts’ desires 
Over the ocean to our village fires. 
We came from the four corners of the world, 


To meet united round a Flaf unfurled. 


A wandering nation, we, without a name, 
Meet on this holiday to feed the flame, 
And fire the heart with courage down the years, 


That mark Achievement thro’ a mist of tears. 


Serfs, beaten with the whip that scourge with scars, 
We fled to lands where we might vision stars, 
Each star a goal to famished soul and heart, 


Each goal, life's loftiest ultimate of Art. 


Our Freedom sings of light you freely gave, 
Of uplift, liberty, and peace to have, 
And wash away all memory of pain, 


That we might be united once again. 


In our sweet language we now read the truth, 
While in our joy we find returning youth, 
Blessing, inspiring us with zest to leaven 


The common things of life and make earth Heaven. 
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From Transylvania our stalwart sons, 
Arrived here young and lusty, bearing guns, 
Yet are they with us, now of old and grey, 


But counting this their greatest festal day. 


You our dear Journal, were to them a nurse, 
Nay, more, you nourished them to lift the curse 
From them and orphans hungry for that care, 


You lavished, that with others they might share. 


During three decades in the halls of time, 
A sun arose, a glorious light sublime. 
Pray that its light may e'er be ours to bless, 


And crown our lives with Love's full happinesss. 
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TO THE NEWSPAPER AMERICA 


On the 30th year. 


A literal translation from the Roumanian newspaper “America" 
January 7, 1937. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson 


Rumanians from everywhere, 
Raise your heads, 
Sacred forever, is the 


Day, which we celebrate. 


Thirty years ago @ sun arose, 
With rays, large and benevolent, 
His light is great and shining, 


It’s a great day and a great holiday. 


Enlightenment from light you gave us, dear newspaper. 
More magnificent and luminous from year to year. 
You took our homesickness far over the ocean, 


To the dear villages of our beloved Ardeal. 
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We came from the four corners of the world, 
A wandering nation ... a race without a name 
In our places left by the heroes, 


Serfs, beaten with the whip of the nobleman. 


Enlightenment from light you gave us thirty years. 
You pitied the old, gave protection to the orphans, 
In our sweet language, we read the truth, 


And sacred is the freedom, as sacred to us, as the Heaven, 


Sons of Transylvania, from valleys and mountains, 
Who came out here young, are now old and graye 
You, our dear newspaper, were +o them mother and father. 


In the land of freedom. Be blessed! 


During three decades a sun arose, 
High Roumanian heart! ... It’s a holiday. 
Pray to Have to pour those blessings 


So that the sun of the Roumanians should lead on ahead. 
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Cantec de leagan 


Dormi, copile, somn ugor. 
Ingerii de paza 
Vor veni incetigor 


Noaptea sa te vaza. 


Sa te mangaie cu drag, 
Copilasul mamei, 
Sa ne lase flori pe prag, 


Haide sa faci bani. 


Itauzi, paserile canta 
Toate pentru tine, 
Dormi in pace, domnul sfant 


Sa-ti dea numai bine. 


_ La fereastra a venit 
Zaua sé-ti sopteasca: 

2 
Noapte buna pui iubit 


Cei dragi s-a-ti traieasca. 


an newspaper "merica". November 26, 1936. 
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The Cradle Song 


Translation from the Roumanian newspaper "America" 
Nov. 26, 1936. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson. — 


Slumber lightly, baby darling, 
Ald throt.the.nighss 
Watching Angels wait to bless the, 


Til. morning light. 


Love descends on Mothr's baby, 
From flow'r-laden spheres; 
Radiant blossoms deck thy dwelling 


All down the years. 


In thy slumber, heed the birdies 
Singing, dear, for you. 
Warbling soft-toned lullabies, 


Breathing all that's true. 


Dawn arrayed in shining spleridor, 
Till the dark hours cease, 
Waits on birds and sleeping babies, 


Waits to whisper "Peace", 
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The Cradle Song. 


A literal translation from the Roumanian newspaper "America" 
Nov. 26, 1936. 


By 


Antoinette Jackson. 


Sleep, baby, a light sleep, 
The watching angels 
Will come slowly 


During the night to see you. 


To comfort you with love 
Mother's baby! 
To leave us flowers on the door-sill, 


So youtll make money. 


Do you hear the birds sing 
A) fer you? 
Sleep in peace, the Heavenly Father 


Should give you only good. 


To the window came 
The day to whisper to you, 
Good night beloved bird, 


May your dear ones live. 
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Antoinette Jackson. 


Dorul Mamei 


Copilul mef, odorul mei, 
Tu pleci in tari streine, 
3 
Dar nu'ti uita de mama ta, 

3 


Gandeste-te la mine. 


Plecand departe peste mari, 
Idealul s&'ti Basesticses. 
Sa'mi scri cu drag din cand in cand, 


8& stin c& mai tr&iesti. 
3 9 


El a plecat si in cur&nd, 
Ajuns la tinta lui, 

9 
Casatorit intre streini “ 


Uita de mama lui. 


Trecu un an. Sotia lui 
> 
Il parasi'n durere. 
Atunci pleca spre mama sa, 


Sa afle mangaere. 


Cand a ajuns in satul sau, 


Gasi la a lor poarta 
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Vecini, carg cu durere’i spun 


Ca mama sa e moarta. 


Atunci cu fata in pamant, 
Cazu sdrobit feciorul. 
"Ah? Am ucis pe mama mea, 


"Lasand sa-mi duca dorul"”. 


Pe mama voastra n'’o uitati, 
3 

Caci Ba duios va chiama, 

Ca nu-i nimica mai duios, 


Ca numele de MAMA. 


Sources Roumanian newspaper "America". Dec. 12, 


1936. 
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Antoinette Jackson 


MOTHER'S LONGING 


Translation from the Rownanian newspaper "America" 


By 
ANTOINETTE JACKSON 


"My child, my adored one. 
Soul of my soul, 
You go to far countries 


To find your goal". 


“and over the ocean 
Your ideal shall find, 
Yet remember the Mother 


You're leaving behind". 


Write to me, loved one, 
When you arrive, 
For thus shall I know, 


That you still are slive". 


fhe youth left and swiftly 
Achieving his quest, 
Dwelt among strangers 


But failed in his test. 
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He married, yet scarcely 
A single year sped, 
When his wife left him, suffering, 


While his Mother was dead. 


Remorseful, unknowing 
His mother had died, 
He returns to the village 


To live by her side. 


He plans to seek guidance, 
Forgiveness and peace 
While neighbors inform him 


of Mother's release. 


Then with face to the ground, 
Brokenehearted he falls; 
“Ah, my Mother I killed", 


He incessently calls. 


Alas, for such tragedies under the sun. 

Alas, for the deeds of neglect that are done. 

Your Mother is one that you ne'er should forget. 

Or in life and in death you'll be cursed with regret. 
There is nothing more precious among all our nemes 


Than the title of MOTHER whose love all else shames. 
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Antoinette Jackson 


MOTHER'S LONGING 
A literal translation from the Roumanian newspaper 
"America" Dec. 12, 1936. 


By 
ANTOINETTE JACKSON 


“My child, my adored one, 
You go to strange countries, 
But don't forget your mother, 


Think of me", 


“Going far over seas, 

Your ideal you should find, 

You should write to me with love 
from time to time. 


So I'11 know that you still live', 


He left and soon 
Arrived at his goal. 
Married among strangers, 


He forgot his mother. 


A year passed, his wife 
Left him suffering, 
then he went to his mother, 


to find consolation. 
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When he arrived in his country place 
He found at their door 
Neighbors, who with sorrow told him 


That his mother was dead. 


Then with face to the ground 
The son fell brokemhearted. 
"Ah"S I killed my mother, 


"Left her after me pining", 


Your mother, you should not forget, 
For she calls you tenderly, 
There is nothing more precious 


Than the name of mother. 
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CHARACTER OF THE RUMANIAN 


Peasantry: 


Craving sympathy, the Rumanian will nevertheless abstain 
from any attempt to draw it to himself, and an innate reserve 
forbids him pouring out his woes to the stranger, and still less 
to the moneyed folk of his own country, whose habit it was to 
hold the poor in contempt. So he plods through life somewhat 
sadly, with few hopes and an almost child-like submission to a 
hard lot. When the crops are good he rejoices; when drought 
withers the grain before it has had a chance to swell in the 
ear he meets his bad fortune with the apathy of an inveterate 
fatalist. In years when the earth scarcely yields the value of 
the seed put into it, the outlook becomes dreary enough for 
thrift is not a ehnuplbdeie virtue with the peasants. His own 
proverh might have taught him better: "Gather white money for 
black days" (hiraabs Waal albi pentru zile nigre). This he 
will not do: he has an improvident nature, and money that comes 


his way is soon spent. 


Many pretty custome, superstitions in origin, and stamped 
with the charm of antiquity, are still kept up for old sake's: 
4 
‘and the festivals of the Christian year are observed as im 


portant holidays are celebrated with elaborate ritual and ceremony. 
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The religion and beliefs of the Rumanian have come to him largely 
by oral tradition, being handed down through generation after 
generation from father to son. These are accompanied by a pro- 
fessed:.simplicity, but the peasant usually insists, nevertheless, 


on a certain amount of rather ostentatious display in practice. 
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Like the Russians, Greeks, and Bulgarians, the Rumanians be- 
long to the Eastern branch of the Orthodox Church, but the services 
are everywhere conducted in their own tongue "Icoane" or icons, 
sacred pictures of Christ, the Virgin Mother, or some wonder-working 
saint, are hung up in their houses, and suspended in front of them 
is the lighted candela, a little lamp with olive oil and a floating 
wick. Quaint old crosses are met with about the countryside, some 
of painted wood, others of carved stone, impressive symbols of a 
people's faith, and well in keeping with the melancholy and origin- 
ality of the land. Beautiful monasteries, convents, and churches, 
many hundreds of years old, lie hidden among the mountains and 
valleys in secluded sport of beauty; venerable, stately sanctuaries, 


strangely picturesque, whose origin is wrapped in a veil of legends. 
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PRIESTLY INFLUENCE ON THE RUMANIAN MASSES 


The priests, (in Rumanian called "popas," are not regarded 
as the shepherds or teachers of their parishioners, but rather as 
magicians or conjurers, possessing supernatural powers, to be paid 
for, when needed, at such solem moments as baptism, marriage, or 
death, as a rule they are ignorant and somewhat rapacious, but 
there are among them honest men, simple, kindly Christians, who do 
their best for the people in their care. re a whole their influence 
upon the masses has been but slight, and their teachings have been 
so marred by their ignorance and vicious practices that the peasant 
refuses to attach special weight to their authority. He is not with- 
out some insight, and for long years past, despite his lack of edu- 
cation has been trying in his own unobdtrussive way to solve the 
mighty problems of the world seeking for answers to the eternal 


Whence} and the noless absorbing Whither. 


Towards the priesthood his attitude is for the most part 
respectful. In order to meet the fees required for various religious 
rites, he will willingly deny himself; but with this readiness to 
comply with Church usage goes a subtle kind of scepticism and super- 
stition, especially when dealing with the priestly brotherhood "out 
of hours." A chance encounter with one of the clergy inevitably 
gives rise to misgivings of such force that the peasant will throw 
after the priest's retreating form some small twig, straw, or other 
object, accompanied by a suitable imprecation guaranteed to ward 


off evil. A common saying in the country is "Great is God, but 
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Clever is the devil” (mare e Dummezai, dar mester e ei dracul), 
and the peasant's fear of the one is by no means weakened by his 
faith in the other. In Transylvania (a part of the Roman province 
of Dacia under the Buperor Trajan, whose name is still held in 
honor in Rumania) the priests are more in sympathy with the people 
and more trusted by them. This is partly because many of them 
acted as leaders of a movement fanned into activity by Hungarian 
oppression. When in 1868 Transylvania came for the second time 
under Hungarian rule, the Magyarization of the province was car- 
ried on with cruel persistency. Although the Rumanian element 

was by far the larger, no adequate representation was allowed, 
while their language and religion were neither recognized nor 


respected. 


These tribulations are now over, and the Rumanians of 
Transylvania are reunited with their blood relations in Moldavia 
and Wallachia. They will probably prove the strongest influence 
in Rumanian affairs, being more vigorous and enterprising then 
the people in the older provinces. They are also better edu- 
cated, some million and a half having been brought up in schools 


maintained by Roman Catholic religious orders. 


In the formal Note in which Rumania intimated to the 
Austrian Government her entry into a state of war (August, 1916), 
it was mentioned that the decision had been taken because Austria- 
hungary, hostile to all domestic reform that might ameliorate the 
life of the people she governed was as prompt to sacrifice them 


as she was powerless to defend them against external attacks. 
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Now that her independence and former provinces have been returned, 
Rumania is setting herself to bring about an internal reform similar 
to that emphasized so strongly in the aforesaid Note, an era of pro- 
gress should follow. Since 1913 the Rumanian territories have more 
than doubled and it is of interest to compare the seven and a half 
millions of national fund in Rumania in 1916 with present numbers, 
now that most of her children in the restored provinces of Transyl~ 
vania Bessarabia, Banat and Bukovina, are once more safely housed 
within the frontiers. Out of the seventeen million inhabitants 

of the present kingdom of Rumania about fourteen million are pure 
Rumanians —- 85 per cent of whom are peasants = while a considerable 
number still have their homes outside the country's boundaries. 
Among the latter are the Vlachs; and certain communities of these 
may be found roaming in Albania and Thessaly, as well as in the 
region lying toward the Adriatic coast. Restless shepherds,ever 
wandering over hill and plain, they were marked out by David Urquhart 
long ago as "these hardy mountaineers, nowhere fixed, but always to 
be found where the wolves have dens and the eagles nests." (The 
Spirit of the Bast, 1838.) In east Transylvania a vast colony of 
Hungarians still remains, andi among other alien citizens are Jews, 

a numberous and not wnimportant part of the population, most of 

the retail trade being in their hands, also a sprinkling of Germans, 
Bulgarians, Greeks, Turks, Tartars, Serbs, Poles, Ruthenians, Ukran- 


ians, with a number of Russians, chiefly refugees. 


The gypsies, or tigani (tzigani), must also be reckoned as a 


distinct race. They are very numerous, some of them living in 
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settlements, others leading a nomadic life. To pass a gypsy encamp- 
ment is a strange experience. The men with long hair floating round 
their shoulders; the women prematurely old, with brows and features 
wrinkled at twenty-five, wearing brilliant shawls and kerchiefs; 

the elfish children with bright eyes and thieving fingers. They 
look like some tribe that has been sleeping since the Middle Ages, . 


and has just wakened to new life. 


The Rumanians, though musical by nature and often skilled per- 
formers on violin, cobza, flute, and other national instruments, are 
excelled and supplanted by these tigani (tzigani). The latter have 
a wonderful, natural talent for music, and many make it their busi- 
ness in life. The “lautari" (gypsy musicians) are in great request 
for Sunday dancing, weddings, and feast days of the peasantry. The 
musicians are even welcomed in aristocratic circles; at entertain- 
ments’ in Bucharest and in Jassy some of them are known to com 
mand from 200 to 300 francs for a few hours in the evening. The 
gypsy music of Rumania has a distinct strain of melancholy running 
through it, very different from the wild and fiery music of the 


Hungarian wanderers. 


The Carpathian Mountains lend to the land great beauty, es- 
pecially in Bukovina, and their lower slopes are rich in pasture 
ani in cultivated ground. To the traveler, the plains seem un- 
attractive, endless and dusty, but to the husbandman they are all 
that can be desired. The sea coast is short, but there is an ex- 
cellent port, Constanta (Constantza), which is also a seaside re- 


sort, thronged in summer with merry pleasure-seekers. At Cernovada 
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between Bucharest and Constanta, the railway crosses the Danube, 
by means of the well-known bridge over ten miles in length. No 
river could be more valuable as a highway in peace, or more stra- 


tegically useful in war than the Danube. 


Contemplating the broad,;. slow-moving current, the imagi- 
nation is stirred at the thought of all the history that has heen 
made on its battks. Ever since men combined to form tribes and 
nations or were merged into races, they have fought and struggled 
for the possession of this mighty river. The territory of the 
Dobroja (Dobruja), situated between the Danube and the Black Sea, 
has been the scent of battles innumerable, but never one so great, 
so sanguinary, or so decisive of the largest issues, as the struggle 


in the autumn of 1916. 


Though almost entirely without schooling, the Rumanian country 
folk are shrewd in many matters, especially those relating to their 
wellbeing. Of nature they have a bountiful knowledge, and are keen 
observers of weather signs. They can rival the Inglish farmer in 
trenchant complaints about the uncertainty of their climte, and are 
equally competent to make a forecast of the weather. In the national 
diet, maize forms a large element. It is eaten in all manner of 
forms, even raw when young, and freshly gathered from the reed-like 
stems. Boiled or baked, the young cobs may be seen on all peasant 
tables. When ripe the hard kernels are ground to powder and used for 
making cakes, or, as is more customary, porridge, known as mamaliga - 


similar to Italian polenta — and eaten either hot or cold, sometimes 
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with branza, a cheese made from the milk of sheep. Butcher's meat 
seldom finds its way into these humble homes; the chief table deli- 
cacies are poultry and pigs, which usually form part of the peas-~ 


ant's livestock. 


Vegetables are grown in plenty. A special fondness is shown 


for pepper pods, known as ardei (in England called chillies), and 

extremely unpalatable to the untrained taste. On reaching maturity 

these pods become a bright red, so that the custom of stringing them 

like onions and hanging them on the walls of the huts in singularly 

effective on the stained beams, or the spick-and-span whiteness of a 

cottage exterior; these brilliant splashes of color being very pleas- 

ing to the eye. Before the great war vegetables were supplied every 

where in Rumania by immigrant Bulgarian market gardens - vegetable 
gardens being known as "Bulgari." They are now slowly picking up 

their old occupation, for Rumanians in town must have vegetables, 


and the peasants are not the people to take up a new trade suddenly. 


Their houses and field work accomplished (these absorb most of 
their time),the women and girls occupy themselves with embroidery, 
and their exquisite productions are renowned throughout Europe. 
Family garments are made generally by hand; the growing, spinning, and 
weaving of flax constitute, in Rumania, an industry of mmy centuries’ 
standing. For Sundays and holidays, every girl has an embroidered 
blouse to wear, with a pretty kerchief to arrange over her head and 


shoulders. Gay colors and ornaments are the delight of both young 
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and old. ‘The men's gala costumes make them look like the brigands 
in a comic opera. Their sleeveless sheepskin coats are worn with the 
leather outside, with much colored embroidery to brighten it up. 
Sandale of goatskin are worn in summer, high boots in the cold 
weather; these they frequently make for themselves; in short nearly 
everything necessary for wardrobe and for household use. Including 


even the stoves, is of home and hand construction. 


While dancing is the chief amusement and favorite Sunday 
pastime of the younger generation (the national dance is the Hora, 
a round dance, popular all through the Balkens), drinking may be said 
to be that of the men more advanced in years. Although during the 
week the innkeeper rarely has a customer, the peasant is seldom with- 
out some alcoholic drink in the public-house on Sundays. Here he 
meets with friends with whom he may pass the time in a sociable man- 
ner, forget the hardships of his troubled existence, and laugh and 
drink until perhaps he even forgets the wisdom of that saying of his: 


“Drink, but do not drink thy sense" (Sa bei, dar sa'nu'ti bei mintea). 


Spring in Rumania is of short duration, summer, however, begins 
in April, and the hot weather often lasts into November. The winter 
is less severe than in Russia, but snow lies upon the mountains from 
December until March. In the plains, unless there happens to be a 
wind blowing, it is seldom very cold. Harvest comes early, and on 
good land it is possible to take two hay crops - sometimes even 
three. Women do more than their fair share of work in the fields, 


and are considered more laborious and painsteking than their men folk. 
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gnort-lived though the spring may be, it is a time of wonderful 
beauty, transforming the countryside into a fairy land of deli- 
cate pink and white blossoms. On all sides fruit trees abound; 
they fringe the roadsides, line the hill-slopes, cluster about 
the plains, encircle and intersect the hamlets in picturesque 
confusion. Thet their fruits are not always of a cultivated 

er even a palatable order is of no great consequence to the 
Peaganta! who make use of them to suit their needs. A favorite 
beverage of theirs, called "Tuica" (tzuica), is prepared from 
plums, and, if carefully distilled, makes a light, tasty kind 


of plum brandy. 


For splendor of color the early autumn is supreme over every 
other season. When the harvest is at its height, Rumania may be 
geen in her most attractive and most brilliant aspect. Then it 
is that the fruits of the earth are gathered in and the wide fields 
of grain are stained here and there by the vivid, bright-hued costumes 
of the peasants. With skin healthily bronzed by long exposure to wind 
and sun, their movements fubl of easy grace and vigor, one may watch 
them without weariness by the hour, for, in truth, harvesting is car- 
ried on with a glad energy that would cast a spell over the most sul- 


len and unresponsive disposition. 


Frequent laughter of children and constant cheerful chatter can 
be heard, while every now and then a voice will fill the air with the 
quaint lilt of some well-known folk song; this will be taken up in 


the chorus by other voices, some perhaps even old and quavering; 
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for the golden time of harvest, with its soothing influence spring- 
ing up from the rich, ripe earth, seems to knit all hearts in kindly 
concord. Not far off, and generally alongside a highway, some tall 
tree or a cluster of trees will indicate a well. Here the workers 


will come at intervals to fill their earthenware jars with cool 


water, or it may be to rest a while in the grateful shadows of the 


overhanging foliage. 


Sometimes a stone or wooden cross stands near, & memorial to 
someone who has passed away, and whose last thought had been to be=~ 
queath a well to the thirsting, travel-stained fellow creatures he 
was leaving behind. Only when evening is fast approaching will the 
workers lay down their implements. Then the horses, little, un- 
lovely things, with large bones and elongated necks, or usually a 
pair of oxen - mouse-colored, soft-eyed creatures - will be harnessed 
to a long, low cart, and the little cortege will begin its homeward 
journey down the endless straight road, thick with white dust which 


rises in clouds and envelopes cart and all with a filmy eray veil. 


oft times the sunset - and the autumn skies of Rumania are 
almost unequaled in their fiery brilliance at eventide - spreads 
its warm radiance upon the toil-worn workers like a heavenly bless- 
ing, softening the landscape, promising great things for the mor- 
row, ami giving a sense of restful peace to those whose long day's 


work is over. 


From a short distance away the villages lock neat and com 


fortable, but many of the homes are almost unfit for habitation. 
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The better cottages are, however, whitewashed, and stand snugly in 
small gardens. The roads are fair, and the country generally has 
a civilized appearance; but the more intelligent among the people 
Pty xi a that very little is done to improve or civilize then. 

A strangely enduring, reserved people, these humble landsmen en- 
counter every hardship with a stoicism almost fatalistic. It:is 
this very resignation that invests them with a dignity and a nobil- 
ity all their own. Inaccessible to foreign influences in the 
mountains, their fathers guarded the ancient traditions of their 
race; to-day in the plains, the peasants still hear the prophetic 
voices of the past. Between them and nature there exists a com- 
manion intimate and profound; the lore of all the countryside is 

in their keeping; from it they deduce their philosophy, their 
serenity, their simplicity. A well-known Rumanian statesman once 
alluded to them as, "The peasants - the most numerous and most in- 
teresting pert of the Rumanian people." He was right. The peasants 
of today are even as the peasants of yesterday, whose ancestors 
were numbered among the legionaries of the Emperor Trajan. They 
stand for all that Rumania stood for in the past, all she stands 
for in the present. They are unchanged and unchangeable. “Romanul 
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THE ROUMANIA (JEWISH) TEMPERAMENT 


In my biographies regarding the Roumanians in San Francisco, Ii 
have given data of their first emigration to this country, particularly San 
Francisco; the number of present Roumanians in San Francisco, and the section 
of the city in which they reside. I have described Roumanian morals, customs, 
manners, and education. Now, I am trying to analyze, the Roumanian Jewish 
temperament. By temperament, I mean that which results from all the character- 
istics transmitted to us from our ancestors, independently of what education 


may later add to the common heritage. 


The Roumanian Christians consider the Jew the worst of persons. 
If you were to choose at random ten Christians, and were to ask each of them, 
“What are the most striking traits of Jewish character?" I am quite sure 
that nine of them would answer unhesitatingly, Cheating, instability, incon* 
stancy, and worthlessness"; and the tenth, if he hesitated, would probably be 
thinking that the others were right. Such in fact, is the current opinion a- 


bout most of the Jews. 


The Roumanian Christians have not been the only ones to form 
such opinions. Some of the other countries have too often adopted, without 
modification the same opinion, namely, that the Roumanian Jews are unstable, 


crooked, wothless creatures, and so one 
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I leave it to you to complete the list of synonyms which one can easily 


gather around this idea. 


Doubtless, there iste modicum of truth in this opinion. Judgments 
made by one people upon another are not necessarily false, but such 
generalizations are obviously superficial. People as a rule see only 
one side, the external and obvious; they are ignorant of the inner 
side, which if it were better known, would modify, correct, or even 
reverse their general impression; above all they do not sound the 
reasons for the faults on which they seize, and thus they obscure the 
true significance of those faults and their relative importance in the 
temperament as a whole. Let me, before I attempt to correct the pic- 


ture, see to what extent their observations are correct. 


It is certain that the Roumanians speak at a higher pitch and more 
rapidly than the American people - I say American ~ because the French 
and other Buropean nationalities also speak in the above mentioned 
manner. They even shout, jostle one another, dispute over a mere noth= 
ing. It is astonishing to see how life offers opportunities for scold- 
ine Because the nervous tempo of their being is very rapid, they are 
capable of impulsive, sudden, and almost explosive actions. They are 
easily fired by an idea, a cause; they abandon themselves utterly to a 
spirit of exaltation that carried them away and prevents them from see- 
ing the obstacles in their path. And, as happens with enthusiasms not 


supported by reflection, these ardors cannot long be sustained at the 


same high level. When the reaction comes, the result is depression, 
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and this may even have the appearance of discouragement, although it 


represents simply a return to the normal. 


The Rownanian Jews oe optimistic people. "Sufficient unto the 
day is the evil thereof," is a proverb which you will often hear from 
their lips. If today is favorable, why should tomorrow be less so? 
if difficulties arise, there will always be time to take thought. 

Let us enjoy life, then, let us extract from it all that it can give. 


It is generous and full of miracles. That's their motto. 


If a Roumanian Jew is in normal condition, you will see no tense- 
ness in his face, no rigidity of the lips, and none of the sternness 
of glance habitual to people of a colder temperament or who wish to 
seem aloof and superior. You will see an expression of imtimate satis- 
faction and ease on his face, a smile on his lips, and a light of con- 
tentment in his eye, as if he were secretly conversing with an invisi- 


ble and particularly charming person. 


Now this happy disposition, if one will only reflect upon it, is 
a somewhat rare gift. One is not an optimist at will. One's nature 
may lead him to see things in a rosy light, but one can Maintain this 
condition only if his mind is ready to resist the whims of fate. {o 
take life as it comes, courageously, to accept its beffetings, one must 
have good sense and moderation, the privilege of none but those who 


know how to judge the world in which he lives. 


The educated Roumanian Jew does not laugh at everything or on every 


occasion. Indeed, he is particularly exacting in the choice of the sub- 
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jects or objects by which he consents to be diverted. He may even 

be bored on occasions when other people, who pass as grave, will be 
hugely amsed. Many times have I heard certain of them mutter, "It 
isn't funny," when they heard a joke which, although it made for- 
eigners go into paroxysms of mirth, they considered childish. The 
fact is, thet in the eyes of the educated Roumanian Jew, gayety must 
heave to recommend it a certain depth, a basis of intellectual signifi- 
cance. They wish to be amused, but not without goed reason. Because 
their seriousness is alwayghidden under gayety, it is more difficult 


to detect. 


When you grow to know them, you find yourself surprised that such 

persecuted people, can devote themselves so assidously to the far from 
alluring duties - professional, domestic, or whatever else ~ of daily, 
weekly, yearly existence. When it comes to hard work, they will attack 
it with persistent vigor. The love of work is the predominating quality 
of the Roumanian Jew. [ven the theories (of foreign origin) en the 
limitation of the hours which the workman owes his master, if they have 
somewhat dimmed this ancient and solid virtue, have not been able to 
destroy it. How often one sees workmen, their day's work done, under- 
taking some supplementary job in order to add a little to the daily 
wage; This love of work sustains also the numerous Class of small com 
mercial employes, who often toil with untiring cheerfulness from ten 

to twelve hours a day, sometimes for ridiculous salaries, and, who, by 
prodigies of ingenuity, manage to make both ends meet, bring up their 
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children well, and even maintain a prosperous appearance. 


Another of their characteristics is their providence. ‘Their habit 
of economy is indeed proverbial; it is often cited against them as a 
fault. It is possible thet some of them carry the love of money to an 
extreme. Avarice is a human weakness, tut this vice is not general. 
In reality most of the Jewish people are economical and generous. 
Some of them are notorious for the excessive liberality with which they 
distribute tips. This generosity is perhaps, a natural effect of their 
optimism, which leads them, when they follow their instinct, to have 
no fear for the morrow. But, by one of those contradictions which 
prove that there are in them always two conflicting temperaments, they 
have an invincible horror of waste. They wish their expenditures to be 
rightly proportioned to their needs; they particularly insist thet it 
should give them the maximum of pleasure or comfort. To live economi- 
cally they say; is sensible. To indulge all oneta fancies, to spend 
money as quickly as one earns it, is not that a proof that one does not 
know how to resist the impulses of instinct? ‘They say economical man 
is he who knows how to restrain his first impulses. To administer one's 
fortune wisely and with judgment, to know how to refuse oneself useless 
pleasures, presupposes a great self-mastery, and, far from being a fault, 


is a proof of will power and firmmess. 
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THE NIGHT OF AUTOMN 


NOAPTS DE TOAMNA 


Cu albastra lui podoaba& din z&ri in zari intinsa 
Acelas cer de toamna acopere pe toti. 
9 3 
In noptile cu numar, cate o stea desprinsa 
9 


Aluneca'’n bordeiul sarmanilor iloti. 
5 ] 


In apa de la moara cu scanteeri de bruma 
Se uita varcolanul de luna agatat 
3 
Au amutit sub vreascuri si cantece si gluma, 
? 


Iar fata mare uita scump visul ce-a visat. 


OQ pasare se cuibareste'n ramuri 
3 
Deaseara ca sa doarma, dar nu gaseste loc, 
> 
Za clatina crengute din teiul gol, la geamuri, 
3 


Solie--amintitoare acum de nenoroc,. 


Fug ielel in chip de lungi umbre dupa luna 
S'o'ncurce'n plasa larga de nori cu adieri. 
S'aude - un orologiu, batand, ca s& ne spuna 


Ca vremea care trece nu doarme nicaieri. 


Roumanian Newspaper “America”, December 17, 1936, 
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HITLER 
The German Lucifier 
Translation from the Roumanian newspaper "America" 
NOY .e2 lye lo0. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson. 


A concourse boisterous, with one intent. 
Met in a large Cathedral, where they went 
From plain and city, traveling far to greet 


Their Fuehrer, devotee at Wisdom's feet. 


With regal pomp Hitler arrived and rose, 
Requesting audience as one who knows. 
"Gladly I speak", quoth he, "but this I want, 


Jews have no place round the baptismal font". 


"Let them depart and poison not this place". 
‘Midst whispered murmurs, gazing at his face, 
The people jostled while they milled around, 


Yet no one left, which settled gloom profound. 


Infuriated that his mandate met 
With no response, and lest all should forget 


His august presence and his visit there, 
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He bade ™ all Sheenies " leave and "take the air". 
When lo! from the high altar Christ descends, 

And followed by His Mother, slowly wends 

His way down steps and crowded aisles to where 


They pass out thro! the portals to the air, 


And 'neath tall trees whose verdure screens the sky 


On banks of moss and daisies, there they lie. 


Protests from Bishop fall on heedless ears; 
"Witout the Christ, what benediction cheers 
Carerainving souls and whe ¢ hall give. us peace?" 
Hitler as Lucifier replies: "All light shall cease 
That is not mine. My presence and my light 

Are yours. Arrange My portrait ere the light 
Falls on the landscape where your feet have trot. 


I am your light, your Savior and your God." 
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Antoinette Jackson 


"HITLER" 


Many people; boisterousness, at a big cathedral 
From city and vicinity, and many even from a distances... 
Await their Fuehrer, to listen to his message, 


fhe desire of all being to uplift their country to happiness. 


With great pomp Hitler was introduced 
And requested to speak to them, being much applauded. 
I speak to you gladly, answered he, "But one thing I want 


"¥hose that are Jews, I request they get out" 


Marmurs, whispers, between people elbow jostling, they 
mill around 

Looking at each other, but no one wants to leave. 

From the platform he saw the people's movement. 


Seeing no one leave, he became greatly irritated. 


"I repeat once more, he said again infuriated. 
"Whoever is a (Sheenie) should get out of here immediately." 
As he finished the word. 0 good Lord! What an occurrence! 


Confusing those present and setting "Him" wondering. 
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Then from the altar Christ descends calmly 

And with a smile upon his lips, quietly goes out. 

Followed by his Mother The Holy Virgina. 

ffxcellency, what are we doing? you see Christ leaves?" 

Said the Bishop from the pew, with majestic voice. | 

Where shall we go? (Or what shall we do now?) without his 
advice? 

Who can fill the absence of God's son?" 

“Don't worry, " hd skee ered. "fhe advice even I can give you. 


And what matters the absence. Arrange my portrait) j" 


XXX 


Source of information: A literal translation from the news- 
paper “America” Nov. 17, 1936. No attempt has been made to 


preserve the poetic form, 
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Antoinette Jackson 


i HITLER" 


Lume multa, imbulzeala, la c Catedrala mare, 
Din oras si'n prejurare, si multi chiar din departare, 
» 9 9 
Astiept pe al lor Fuehrer sa-i asculte a lui vorbire, 
BS 


Si cu totii sa inalte tara lor spre fericire...c.eo. 
® i) 9 9 


Introdus cu muilta pompa Hitler fu recomandat, 

Si rugat sa le vorbeasca, fiind mult aplaudat. 

9 

Va vorbese cu drag raspunse, insa un lutru ce vreau doar 


Cari sunt evrei aicea, ii poftesc sa iasa afar'.. 


Murmur, soapte, printre lume dau din coate, se indeasa 
9 
Se priveau unii pe altii, dar numeni nu vrea sa iasa, 
Hl privea de la'naltime a poporului miscare 
9 9 


Vazand ca nimeni nu ese se irita foarte tare. 


Mai repet inca o data, zise iar infuriat, 
Care e "Jidan" sa iasa de-aci imediat, 
D'abia termina cuvantul O Prea Sfinte ce'ntamplare; 


Uluind pe cei de fata si punandu'l in mirare. 
9 
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Caci de pe Catapeteasm& Christos domol se coboar®, 

Si cu 2ambetul pe buze linistit esi afara, 

Urmarit cers lui Maica&, de Prea Pururea Fecioar& 
Excelenta ce ne facem? Vedeti cé pleacé Christos? 

Zise Vladdica din strand, cu glasul s&u majestos, 
incontro s'o ludém acuma? singari far'de sfatul sfu 

Cine poate unplea golul fiului Dumneseu? 

Nu vé ingrijorati r&spunse; Sfatul vi'l pot da chiar eu, 


Lar in ce priveste golul....Asezati portretul meu!!! 
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Antoinette Jackson 


ROUMANIANS 


The Roumanians are descendants of the Romans. When the 
Britons were running half-naked in the forests, their minds a prey 
to degrading superstitions, Roumania is supposed to have been some- 


what civilized. 


After the collapse of the Roman system, until the Sixth Cen- 
tury, they enjoyed comparative peace. Thereafter Roumania became 
the battlefield of many races competing for the sovereignty of 
southeastern Rurope - Bulgarians, Greeks, Turks, Hungarians, Aus- 
trians, Poles, Russians, all left their mark upon the country, the 


language and the people. 


At the present day, the history, tradition, and individuality 
of the country find their deepest expression, not in the ruling classes 
but in the masses - the non-intelligentsia. Therefore, to describe 
the real Rumania it is necessary to describe the real Roumanians, 
viz., the hard-working peasants. In the simple lives of these toil- 
worn people, in their legends, superstitions, and songs, the wild 


fantastic lore of a wild fantastic folk, in their plaintive melodies, 
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called forth by ill-shapen hands from strange, ill-shapen instru- 
ments - one may trace the proud, aloof way the bands of wandering 
mountaineers, calling themselves Daco-Romans, have taken since those 


early days. 


Never have the Rownanians been a happy or fortunate people. 
From the time when Roman. immigrants and Dacians became merged into 
one racial strain, they have been increasingly harassed by invaders 
of one sort or another. Throughout the Middle Ages they suffered 
terribly at the hands of the barbarian bordes that swept over the 
lend again and again, while later, under Turkish rule, their hard- 
ships and privations proved almost overwhelming. This period, ex- 
tending over several centuries must be reckoned as deficient in 
progress - long, lean years, with hardly a trace of national de- 
velopment, and utterly hopeless as regards freedom and independence. 
But there was that in the soul of the people which refused to die, 
and which silently countered all misfortune and misery. When, fin- 
ally, the Ottoman regime relaxed its iron hold, the Roumanians 
emerged, rising again an their ashes, like the legendary Phoenix 
of their ancient Dacian heraldic device - a whole nation, seared 


and shaken, but steadfast, an undaunted entity. 


fhe Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78 in which the Roumanians under 
the leadership of King Carol I, played an important part, brought 
them independence. It was the turning point in the history ef the 


nation. Since that day, Roumania has maintained her place as one 
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of the free nations of the world. It is well known how gallant a 
part she played in the Great War. Her unpreparedness, however, was 
the cause of many disasters. The Roumanian troops had a thankless 
task to perform. [11 equipped as they were, they managed to delay 
the enemy, though they could not keep him out of the country. That 
they did delay the invasion for so long is a proof of their courage 
and endurance. In spite of the cruel fate that had befallen Serbia 
and Montenegro, their neighbors, they loyally adhered to the cause 
of the Allies, and carried on the campaign even when their physical 
strength was wellnigh spent, and their territory overrun by the 
armies of the Gentral Powers - a misfortune which entitles them to 


the gratitude and affection of the Allies. 


What knowledge Great B,itain may possess about Roumania has 
come to her within the last half century. Before the Eighteenth 
Century all political intercourse between the two countries was 
carried on through the British Embassy at Constantinople. Less 
than six years prior to the Russo-Turkish War, Roumania was little 
more than a name to most British people. It was at that time, for 
example, that complaints were mde by the English Counsul at Bu- 
charest regarding Moldavia, roused little or no interest. Worthy 
of mention is the fact that writers of the Seventeenth Century more 
than once expressed their astonishment that among the Slavonic and 
Turkish races of southeastern Hwrope, there should be found a people 


distinct in language and customs, according to William Lithgow, who 
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tells us he found "the very vulgars speaking frequent latin." 


During the millennium of their sojourn among the Carpathians, 
the Roumanians led a nenedic pastoral life. The old Roman civili- 
zation steadily waned with the years, and, finally, under the severe 
pressure of Slav, Turkish, and Greek domination, died out, leaving 
little behind it except the language, and that strongly corrupted 
by foreign influence, toeachar with a few customs and usages easily 


identified with those of the ancient Dacé-Romans. 


The Roumanians are still essentially "children of the soil," 
their heart and soul are in the land, and rightly so, since the land 
has been the mainstay of their very existence. Scattered about the 
hills and mountains, the people learned to read the great truths 
of nature's book, with the result that even their habits and super- 
stitions took on a new form and received a new molding. ‘The rugged 
character of the Roumanian peasant of today is marked by the old- 
time stubbornness and endurance, and a fine, study devotion to open 
spaces and far-off distances. "The mountains are the creators as 


well as the cradle of the Roumanian nation." 


Although the masses of the people were brought up as shepherds 
and cultivators of the soil for nearly two thousand: years, very little 
of the land actually belonged to them. This was through no fault of 
theirs. For many eenturies they never desisted from their demand 


for land. More than half the available area of the country was 
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owned by wealthy proprietors who paid but scant attention to the 
humble folk that toiled for them year in, year out. That a cer- 
tain antagonism should have existed between the laborers and their 
masters were not surprising. The laborers felt that their toil 
stood for nothing. The dire poverty experienced by their fathers 
and their fathers! fathers was theirs too - endless toil without 
reward, sowing bui never reaping. The bitterness which naturally 
resulted from such a condition of things was expressed by the poet 
Cerna, one of their own countrymen, in the following words, filled 


with pathetic yearning. 


"The years go by in vain, for the house we build is not ours, 


the land for which we cry and suffer only buries us." 


Roumania is a country of rocky heights and rolling plains, 
with fertile soil, and richly endowed by nature. In the mountain- 
ous districts, timber, salt, and petroleum are produced, while on 
the Dobruja (steppes) about the delta of the Denube, sheep and cattle 
are reised in lerge numbers. Before the Great War, Roumania stood 
next to Russia and the United States of America as the third agri- 
cultural country in the world, In summer vast stretches of land are 
colored for hundreds of miles a burnished gold by the ripening wheat, 
while the extensive maize crops add a cool and delightful contrast by 
| their vigorously waving greenery although the quantity of grain ex- 
ported has always been enormous, the poverty of the people remained 


unalleviated; and with patience they awgited the day when a just and 
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proper share in the profits from the products of their fertile land 
should fall to their lot. The Great War was the chief factor in 
promoting this agrarian reconstruction, for when Roumanian terri- 
tory had been freed fromthe invading armies it became evident that 
the mental attitude of the peasantry had undergone so great a change ~ 
as to make e continuation of the old method of cultivation of the 
estates an impossibility. Fealizing the importance of this great 
internal problem, the Government proceeded to bring about energetic 
and far-reachi eg reforms, which affected all the big estates without 
exception, including even the king's domains. Some privileges have 
already been granted to the people, but a number of these privileges 
still require to be established on a recognized and stable basis, 
otherwise the status of the landowner is not likely to be permanently 


improved. 


The Government has admitted the justice of the demands of the 
landless peasant, and has introduced an extensive agrarian reform 
by means of which some areas of land have been expropriated in the 
public interest, due compensation having been made, and distributed 
in lots among the peasants. The work of appropriation is being 
carried on in the newly annexed provinces, as well as in Old Ru- 
mania, where many peasants are in possession of small holdings. 
This reform assures the cultivation of the country's whole area. 
With their economic independence and their security of tenure some- 


what guaranteed, a vast improvement in the domestic, intellectual, 
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and political condition of the peasantry should be evident. 


Most of the better class of Rowmanians are a mixed race ani 
could with truth take to themselves a variation of the British 


formala and say: "Turk and Greck and Armenian are we." 


Neither must the German influence imported into the country 
by Prince Karl of Hohenzollern (Carol i.), be overlooked; nor yet 
the British influence, gentle and tactful, brought to bear upon 
her devoted subjects by Queen Marie, daughter of the late Duke 
of Edinburgh and wife of the former ruling King Ferdinand, a nephew 


of King Carol. 


But notwithstanding the numerous races that have intermingled 
with this people, the language remains indisputable Latin, and has 
much in common with Italian. It was not heldin high esteem, how- 
ever, and was practically left to the masses. In recent years some 
signs of the formation of a literature have shown themselves, and 
this is leading up to an awakened interest in the vernacular of the 
country. The Roumanian people are rich in proverbs and folklore. 
The late Queen Elisabeth, King Carol's wife, aigifted woman — author- 
ess, painter, musician, and linguist, kmown under the pseudonym 
"Carmen Sylva," translated a number of the popular stories into 
English, and Queen Marie, also endowed with literary talent has 
translated some of these facinatins tales. The peasants, too, de- 
light in telling them, and in singing traditional songs about the 


former days of their country's greatness and prosperity. 
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The Roumanians possess many fine qualities. They are self- 
confident, serious, and steady. Unfortunately this cannot be said 
of the upper classes without considerable qualification. As al- 
ready intimated, they are of mixed breed, with more of Greek in 
their composition than any otherstrain; and the admiration and 
respect which is due to the Roumanians generally cannot be accorded 
to these classes in particular. The Turks employed Greeks to 
govern the country for them, and during the Highteenth Century 
Greek was the prevailing language of the educated and wealthy. It 
becomes a common proverb that "He who is a cake maker in Greece may 
he a prince in Roumania." The nobles followed Greek modes of dress, 
Greek social customs, and imitated them in every way, besides in- 


termarrying with then. 


The outcome of all this seems tc be that the present nobil- 
ity have no settled tradition of public service. They go to France 
for their education, and their embition is to be as French as pos- 
sible in their habits. After all, not an unnatural turn of mind 
for a Latin race; In the capital, French is as much spoken as 
Roumanian, and everywhere the éducated Roumanian knows something 
of that language. Bucharest, the chief city and railway center for 
the whole country, is known as "the city of enjoyment." or as a 
"little Paris," it has however, merely the surface show of its 
model, the appearance of gaiety and pleasure; the hard core of 
the effort and seriousness which underlies the social life of Paris 


is not to be found in the Roumanian capitol. 
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On the other hand, it must not be assumed that all better 
class Roumanians are pleasure-loving and indolent. Many among 
them are vigorous, hard-working plain-living people. Like most 
southerners the Roumanians are ao hospitable people, delighting in 


the entertainment of friends. 


The "open-house" system is put into practice most strikingly. 
Good manners and an attractive personality continue to make the 
Roumanians agreeable and charming hosts. And yet these sam@ well- 
to-do Roumanians trouble very little about those living outside the 
sphere in whichthey move and have their being. This indifference 
may well have been a chief factor in establishing the gulf between 
the peasant and the wealthy classes. Still, common to all, to the 
low born son of the soil and to the aristocrat of palatial surround- 
ings is a certain pride of race; and, the peasant exhibits this 
pride none the less emphatically because of its being held in re- 


straint. 


-To be continued— 
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Antoinette Jackson. 


PRIETENILORI MEI. 


Acum departe sunt de voi 
In alta casa intre strdini 
Impart cu ei griji si nevoi, 


Si ori-ce durere si chin. 
b) 


Nu mi se pare viata grea, 
b] 
Ca m'am deprins s& fiu pribeeg, 
Si alta viata n'asi mai vrea 
5) >] 


De cat c&lcand din prag in prag. 


Ca s& nu fiu prea mult oprit 
De drag, in casa cuiva, 
De nimeni s& nu fiu iubit, 


In lumea asta falsa, rea. 
9 


Vii dor acuma de mine, cred ! 
De cate ori in vis va vad 


Si'tn lacrimi dorul mi'l ustoi. 


Der cand gandesec de cate ori 
Voi cu raceala m'ati primit 
+) 
Ne*nerezatori si tematori 
r) 


Ca pe un strein m'ati socotit. 
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Nu vreau 'napoi sa ma mai intore 
Pe calea pe unde am trecut, 
Ci tot ‘nainte sa ma port 


Instreinat pe veci, perdut. 


Nu vreau 8a va mai supar iar, 
Si ca povara sa va fiu, 
Ci'ncet, si tot mai rar 


SS nu ma stiti sa nu va stiu. 
9 9 


Source: Roumanian newspaper AMERICA. 


December 24, 1936. 
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Antoinette Jackson 
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TO MY FRIENDS 
Translation from the Roumanian newspaper America 
Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 24, 1936. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson 


Now, far I am from you 
In another house, among strangers 
I share with them sorrows, 


And whatever pain, and torment. 


Life does not seem hard to me, 
That I got used to be wandering, 
And another life I should not want, 


But to walk from door~sill to door~sill. 


Not to be stopped too much 
Out of kindness, in someone's home, 
No one should love me 


In this false, bad world, 


You are lonesome after me now, I believe] 
How many times in dream I see you, 


And in tears my loneliness I bear. 
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But, when I think how many times 
You with coldness have received me, 
Unbelieving and fearful 


Like a stranger you considered me. 


I don?t want to return 
To the road, which I trod, 
But forward, I should go 


Enstranged forever, lost. 


I don't want to anger you anymore, 
And to be like a burden to you, 
But, little by little to forget you 
Soon you would not know me, I would 


not know you, 
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Antoinette Jackson. 
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MAMEI MELE 


Mi-aduc aminte, atunci, cand ai plecat, 
Ca n'ai vrut sa ne vezi, te-ai suparat. 
Eram ceva mai mult de cat de un an, micut, plangand, 


Cand imi spunea sfeinii sa nu mai plang. 


Si vezi, n’am plans, dar am tot asteptat 
Sa vii odata acasé, la noi in sat. 
La zile mari, bunica si col&cei facea, 

bf 


Si cu luminiiaprinse sa te primim zicea. 


Si tu n'ai venit dar cat-odat’ 
Cand clopotul suna la noi in sat, 
Bunica ochii si-i stergea plangénd, 


Sa ne rugam zicea, pentru un mormant. 


Iar cand egiam in sat, tus patru frati, 
Femeile in porti ne mangéia pe brati, 
Sarmani copii - zicea - de mama lor lipsiti, 


Si lac rama si ele, iar noi priveam m&hniti. 
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Noi nu gtiam de ce asa toti se tot mir, 
Dar intr'o zi bunicul ne-a dus in cimitir, 
Si cu lumini aprinse ne-a pus s&'ngenunchem 


La capul mamei noastre, acolo lang& un lem! 


Dar n'am crezut c’acolo sa fie mama mea, 

ca o stiam acasa, in caz a’si cere ceva, 
3 

Si cand adesea singur acas@ ramaneam, 


S& ne hréneascé mama la prans noi mergeam. 


S'acu in vis te vad, adesea vi la mine, 


M& m@éng&i cu ochii dulci si m& indemni la bine, 
9 


Acum pricep mai bine de ce tu ai plecat, 


Ca'n tot loocul cu mine sa fii neincetat! 


Eu pentru tine, mama, m& rog, sa ma te tina 
} 

In paza Lui, Sta@panul, in sfanta lui lumina, 

Si eu aci in lume, m& voi sili mereu, 

3 


Sa te iubesc pe tine, s'ascult pe Dumnezeu'. 


Sources Roumanian newspaper "America" Jan, 9, 


1937. 
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(TO MY MOTHER 


Ai literal translation from the Roumanian newspaper "America" 
January 9, 1937. 
By 


Antoinette Jackson. 


I remember, then, when you left, 
That you did not want to see us, you became @angrye 
I was little over a year, tiny, crying, 


When strangers told me, not to cry any more. 


And you see, I did not cry, but I still waited 
For you, to come Home to us in the village. 
For hoidays grandmother made sweetmeats, 


And with lighted lamps, we should receive you, she said. 


And you did not come, but sometime, 
When the bell rang in our village, 
Grandmother wiped her weeping eyes > 


“We should pray", she said, for a grave. 


When we, all four brothers, went out into the village, 
The women at the docks comforted us in their arms, 
“Poor children", they said; "Left without their mother", 


And they also wept, while we looked on distressed. 
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We did not know, why they all so wondered, 
But one day grandfather took us to the cemetery, 
And with lighted candles, he told us to kneel 


At the head of our mother, there, next,to a log: 


But I did not believe that my mother was there, 
For I knew her at home, in case I'd ask for something, 
And when often alone I remained at home, 


To mother to feed us, for lunch we went. 


And now in dream I see you, often you come to me. 
You console me with glad eyes and guide me to the good. 
“Now I understand better why you went away, 


So that everywhere with me you should be constantly present”. 


I pray for you mother to the Master to keep you 
In His gracious care, and holy light, 
And Ininhthisowétld, will try constantly, 


To love you, and to listen to God! 
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TO MY MOTHER 


A fleeting vision of absence, anguish, tears, 
Are scanty recollections of past years, 

When you, my mother, left me loudly weeping, 
Ere the dark night came sadly, softly creeping. 
We were as one, and oft in wonderment 


Since then I queried why and where you went. 


Oft have I sobbed myself to sleep, at night, 
When strangers came and told me not to cry, 
Bidding me wait and strive to live aright, 
When we meet again, dear, you and Ls 

Ch, 


This was slight comfort to a child, 


Bereft of love and filled with longing wild. 


And still you came not, but within that place, 
Hallowed by e'en the memory of your face, 

The church bells rang their vespers oft at eve, 
While in the west a crimson glow would weave 
Strange patterns in a wondrous, painted sky, 


Festooned with fleecy clouds that floated by. 
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While in descending twighlight, ere I slept, 
My grandmother would wipe her weeping eyes, 
And bidding me good night, again she wept, 
And bade me pray for her who lonely lies 
Within a grave her loved ones sought to share 


‘Neath load of sorrow none of us could bear. 


For there were times when we, four brothers, went 
Down to the village, worn with pain, and spent 

W ith our deep loss, too deep for words to tell; 
And women at the docks who knew us well, 

Would seek to comfort us with fond embrace, 


And show their pity in each rugged face. 


And later one night we went among the graves, 
Green-clad and covered o'er with blossoms fair, 
And we were told to kneel, holding short staves 
Whereon were candles set, whose yellow flare 
Lit up the cemetery where she lay, 

And there we knelt and prayed till break of day. 


Yet there was that within my inmost soul, 

That swift denied the thought that she was dead, 
And nicer in dreams I saw her, fair and whole 
With a soft golden halo round her head, 

Like unto portraits painted long ago, 

Whose artists caught the halo and its glow. 


| “seats t ore Sdghiity we sce tt 
| Bete gaiqeew ted egw bivow sontombast® 
agen ete, atone Jigta boog em gatbbid bak ha 


gant tlenol ow sed 102 yer om shad bak ren’ 


etada oft datguoa aso sevol ont evara B aids tw 
eed Blu00 ae to enor worrce to beol ‘itech! 


toew ,etedtoad sot ,ew nedw dimly otew etadd ot 
frogs bas ,ateq Atiw crow enetitv sd? of nwod 
fied ot abrow “O% geabooo? pao ‘qeeb no att ¥ 
“- ttew ais wand orfw apoB eft ta nemow Bad 
soandme brat athe au t1o'tmoo oF Aeoe “BIWOW 
‘leost hegguy dose nt ylq then? wode bad 


-asvets orld giome, taew de Vitale ‘aac aeted baa 
cia? enioseofd dttw te!o fevevoo bas Balo meer 
asvata duods nalbfon ,Leetat of bLod exew ow Bak 

exelt wolley saorw (tee seLbano sew noered® 

eat! ‘arte errertw ‘wred emis ond ott st 
tab %6 aia LLY bowen basa ‘tend ow exes baa 


fvoe deowns yo otaa tw Seti pice Saad te¥ 


boob aw ete tact IeQuodt ont ‘betas ttiwe eee Be: 


eLode - ute ee wee T angst mt teota Bak i, i 
Hk Boon ota homer os'» asi Fk 


-d= 


And now, dear mother, you I understand, 

And why you left our home and this dear land. 
There is no death for one whose love so blesses 
All that you touch, Heaven offers more caresses. 
And there is nought but life and love beyond, 


Where bliss eternal holds life's Magic wand. 


I pray for you, to Him and in whose keeping 

You have found peace and freedom from all weeping. 
I think of you by day and oft by night 

I feel your presence, while your holy light 
Enspheres my dreams and keeps me strong and sweet 


Until in Heaven we shall one day meet. 


Translation from the Roumanian newspaper AMERICA . 


January 9, 1937. 
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Antoinette Jackson. 


OSTENILORI ROMANI 
> 


Dragi osteni ai tarei mele, 
? . 
Ce-a'ti rupt lantul iobagiei, 
3 3 
Si v'ati dat sangele vostru, 


9 > 
Pe altarul Romaniei. 


A-ti luptat la baioneta, 
9 
Si prin ploaie si prin vant, 
3 
Ca sa desrobiti pamantul 
3 


Patriei - Pamantul Sfant. 


Prin redute si prin santuri, 
; : 
Osteniti, flamanzi si goi, 
9 3 b) 


Sunteti salvatorii nostri, 
> 9 


Ma'nchin Voua dragi Eroi. 


Glasul vostru sa rasune, 
Dragi copii ai invierii, 
Nu numai pe campul luptei, 


Ci in Parlamentul Tarei. 
9 


Voi a*’ti desrobit pamantul, 
3 
Dragii nostrii frati, nepoti.es. 
3 9 9 


Gura voastra s& graéiasca 


LIBERTATEA PENTRU TOTI. 


Sources Roumanian newspaper "America" 


January 14, 1937. 
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Antoinette Jackson 


TO THE WEARY RUMANIANS 


A literal translation from the Roumanian newspaper 
America, Dec. 12, 1936. 


By 


Antoinette Jackson 


Dear weary ones of my Country, 
Who tore the chain of serfdom, 
And gave your blood. 


On Rumania!s altar. 


You fought with bayonets, 
Through rain and wind: 
fo free your native land, 


The sacred land. 


Through roads and ditches, 
Fatigued, hungry, and naked. 
You are our saviors, 


I kneel to you dear heroes 
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Your voices should resound, 
Dear children of resurrection. 
Not only on the battlefield, 


But in the country's Parliament. 


You, our dear brothers, nephews, 
Have freed the land from serfdom (subjugation) 
Your mouth should proclaim 


Freedom for all. 
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DEDICATED TO 


ROUMANIAN HEROES OF FREEDOM, 


In Cause of Liberty and Brotherhood 
Wherein the chains of serfdom should be broken, 
Our sons arose and nobly gave their blood, 


Leaving on Freedom's Altar their high token. 


With bayonet and hand-to hand. they fought, 
Wresting the rights ofcthers to survive 
In peace secure, when their deeds were wrought, 


Leaving but few on battlefiéld alive. 


Thro* mire and mud, past trench and rugged roads 
Treading war-stricken plains, our heroes trod, 
Hungry and nacked, weary 'neath>their loads 


They staggered on, struggling o'er blood-soaked sod. 


And yet with the tattered shreds of rag 
That formed the remnants of their banner brave, 
There was the glory of our Country's Flag, 


That in more glorious peace, should proudly wave. 
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To you, who bore the'insignia of our Faith, 
I bow the knees our savior and our pride. 
You freed our land, challenging pain and death, 


To grant us Freedom's Conquest far and wide. 


Lift up your voices; let your songs resound, 
Children of Resurection's Right-of-way, 
For Peace hath made our land a holy ground, 


And ushered in a new holier Day. 


Translation from the Roumanian newspaper "America" 


Dece 12, 1936. Cleveland . Ohio. 
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Antoinette Jackson. 


SANTA CLAUS 
MOS CRACIUN 
’ 
Mama draga, Mos Craciun, 
De ce esti asa de bun? 
’ , 
De ce duci jucarii 
Si bomboane la copii? 
Stit ca ma iubeste mult 
Ae taticul cand ascult; 
Si tu Se mea, 
fa prea esti cu mine rea, 
Dar, mamico, Mos Craciun 
Parca tot este mai bun. 
El meretd n'a rasfatat 
Si de loc nu m'a certat! 
Totusi, vezi tu, drept sa'ti spun, 
’ 

Il iubesc pe mee Craciun 
Cavmi aduce ce doresc, 
‘Ins& tot mai mit iubesc 
Pe parintii-mi amandoi 
Caci ei ia scos din nevoi, 


Si de mine ingrijesc, 


Bu de-aceia ii cinstesc. 


Source:Newspaper AMERICA.. Dec. 12,1936. 
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The biography of Carol Friedmann. 


Carol Friedmann, a native of Roumania, 62 years of age, 
has lived in San Francisco about forty-two years. He emigrated 
to the United States shortly after the twentieth year in conse- 
wey quence of information he had derived from the studies while a 

F student at a private school in the town of Ploesti, where he was 
i born. as 

Two subjects interested him more, than any other when 
a not quite rae years of age, namely history and geagraphy.The 
a (Hiss 


Be || reason! t * he says, was dus—te the fact that he was anxious 


to know in which one of the many countries one could grow up to 
become a man and enjoy the privileges of life and liberty without 
being harraged by the government under which he then lived. In 
his native country he would have had to become a soldier, and e- 
ventually a nobody, unless he had been a member of a certain class 
and that meant the rich. 

From his interest in the two subjects mentioned, he 
learned of many countries other than the United States, where 
one could as it were, live his own life; but, at that time,’ bid 
a tor geuberants. was not vociferous from the latter rae means of va- 
oe vious agencies, side ‘puch as were connected with steam- 
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The biography of Carol Friedmann. 


in the attempt to carry as many emigrants (most of whom travelled 
in the so-called steerage class, from the various Huropean ports 
to the United States. 

Shortly after attaining the age of eighteen years, 
Friedmann graduated from the private school and could continue to 
study only by going to Vienna or Berlin, but his father had not 
the means for that purpose. Therefore he became a clerk in a’) ...: 
grain brokerage house in a port city known as Braila. — 
While thus eee he daily came in contact with 
officvers of grain carrying steamers from practically every port 
in the world, a few of whom took quite a fancy to him. 

One day he mentioned to one of the captains who was 
in command of an English ship of his great desire to leave Rou- 


mania for the United States, and the latter said: "I expect to be 


back in about two months, and, if you then still have the desire 


to emigrate, and if you will be ready to sail with my ship, I 
shall take you as far as Liverpool. At that port, I shall secure 
for you passage to New York through some one of my many friends 
who are in command of steamers plying between those two cities.” 
Friedmann thanked the captain heartily, and said that he would 
be ready to sail when the latter returned. 

Friedmann, ofcourse, had to convey the information 
of his intention to leave Roumania to his parents, for, unlike 
in this day and age, young ‘han, at any rate, the great majority 
of them had much respect for their parents' feelings at that 
time. Hence, instead of writing to them, he told his employer 


that he wanted to visit his parents during some forth- coming 
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The biography of Carol Friedmann. 

ES 2, nee, VE eae Ce 
holidays, and he was given leave of absence for one week. 

After reaching home Friedmann did not broach the 
subject for which he made the journey, but gave some valid ex- 
cuse theeeecr. The next day however, whan wee alone with his 
mother, hectoldcher the real reason for his visit. His mother, 
ofcourse, instantly shed tears, but she never uttered a word 
that might have intimated to her son to change his mind. All 
“she Said was that he should tell his father, who perhaps knew 
best what would be for his benefit in the future. 

The very Same day he went to his father's place of 
business; and, finding the latter unengaged, he immediately told 
him the object of his Journey. After listening to his son's in - 
tention and the reasons nal the father said: "My son,I rath! 
er expected that Aye tine would come when you would be dissatis- 
_ fied with the political and social conditions in this country; 
therefore, I am not at all surprised at what you told me, and 
since it would soon be your duty to present yourself to the army 
authorities for conscription, I am rather glad that you thought 
about the matter and made your decision. All that I am able to 
wish you is good luck to your future in the new country and when 
you will be ready to leave I shall try to spare you a small sum 
of money. Six weeks later Friedmann was on a steamer bound for 
Ree the captain, who had made him the promise returning 
sooner than he had anticipated. 

cea —— Two days after reaching Liverpool the captain 
secured ane ta ray Friedmann on a steamer bound for New York. 


While crossing the Atlantic Friedmann made the 
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The biography of Crol Friedmann. 


acquaintance of a young man, older than himself whose home was 

in California, and the latter described that State in such glow- 
ing terms that the former decided they should make the journey 
together. But when they went to a railroad ticket office in New 
York City to purchase tickets for California, Firedmann discover- 
ed that the money he still had was not sufficient to purchase a 
ticket, even as faras. half way the distance between New York City 
an San Francisco. Instantly his companion sensed Friedmann's pre- 
dicament and taking him aside, the former said: "If you are short 
of money do not hesitate to tell me, for I ean secure as much mon’ 
ey as I want by mesne ee a Letter of Credit t carry. iI am sure 
that you will repay me the money after you will be in California 

a little while. Ofcourse, “Feleanemh jbeofine attached to the young 
man as they continually discussed many subjects in a language they 
poth spoke fluently, namely German; hence the former did not hesi- 
tate to confide in the latter of his insufficient means. 

After tickets were bought they spent three days in 
New York City, and then they were on their way .(Alas} forthe times 
when men were much more trusting as well as trustworthy than most 
of them-are today:) 

When they reached San Francisco the young man the 
real Californian of a long since past age,) took Carol to his own 
home, and introduced him to his parents and a sister about six- 
teen years of age. He was asked to remain with them as a guest 
until he was rested from the long journey and decided upon some 
plan for the future. Ofcourse, Friedmann, for lack of money, was 


constrained to accept the invitation with many hearty thanks. 
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The biography of Carol Friedmann. 


Two days later Friedmann learned that his host was 
in the grain business, ané*his son was his associate. Bi- anually 
the son went to Liverpool to discuss, with their associates, lo- 
cated in that city, matters pertaining to the grain business. 

During their trip from Liverpool to San Francisco, 
Friedmann had mentioned to the young man that he had been a clerk 
ina grain bookerage office in Roumania. 

One day the young man said to his father: "Friedmann 
is a nice chap and I am very fond of him, Why not give him a chance 
in our own office? "Thereupon his father said: "I too, am fond of 
him, and so is mother, but he speaks a very broken English." Then 
said the young man: "Father dear, Friedmann will speak a better 
English than either you or I in less than one year. In the mean- 
time we can use him as a time~keeper." "0O.K.," said the father to 
his son," have your own way in the matter.” In less than a week, 
Friedmann was asked to papoek for work. His weekly pay was fixed 
at twenty Dollars, and he was to room and board with a family 
whose aus er were friends of his employers. 

Like many other emigrants to the United States from 
Roumania, who had received a thorough fundamental education in 
their native country, especially a thorough knowledge of the 
German and French languages, it was easy for Friedmann to master 
the English language as well as adopt himself to any sort of 
agreeable work. Therefore in about eight months from the time 
he landed in the United States, by means of intensive reading J) 
good English literature with the help of a good dictionary, Carol 


spoke a fairly good English, and he was transferred to the office 
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The biography of Carol Friedmann. 


where he was appointed cashier. Thenceforward Friedmann's pro- 
gress wag fast, and at the end of his first year with the firm he 
became one of the firm's buyers. 

In the meantime the junior member of the firm treat-— 
ed him, not only as a friend, but made him his steady companion. 
They both liked good literature; they both liked billiard and chess 
they both enjoyed a good show; they poth were very fond of music; 
. and last, but not least neither of them gambled nor drank. They 
were both continually absorbed in the grain business, and after 
business hours, either they engaged in intellectual pursuits or 
some innocent diversion once a week, and some weeks offenér-; 
Friedmann had to appear for dinner at his employers’ home. Other 
nights he would call on his junior employer after dinner. Thus 
matters continued to the satisfaction of all parties concernéd: 
for about three years when like lightening from the sky, the junt 
ior member confided in Friedmann that he was about to marry the - 
young lady whom he often met in their home. Friedmann, ofcourse 
could only do the obvious, that is, congratulate his friend and 
benefactor heartily, but, at the same time, he feit as if some- 
thing snapped in his heart. For after marrying he could not 
possibly have junior as His companion. In fact, a day latVer, 
Friedmann said to his friend: "What will become of me after you 
are married?" After a few seconds of hesitation his friend said: 
"Carol, you marry my sister and you won't regret it. Two months 
later his junior employer was married, and four months later 


Friedmann married his emploers' daughter and sister, respectively. 
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The biography of Nico Manos. 
Nico Manos was only eighteen years of age when as a 


student in oneof the schools in Bacau, Roumania, certain phases 


of education puzzeled him. In the first place, although a Chris- 


tian of the Greek Orthodox persuasion, he never could find a Bi' 
ble the contents of which he was anxious to read. Every Sunday 
when he arrived in the Vestry of the church , where he worr 
shipped, he did see an open Bible in a small case that was se- 
curely locked; but, he could only look at the two open printed 
pages. To read at least that eed of printed matter in the"Book 
of books" was impossible for him on account of its small type. 
He was very near-sighted. 

One Sunday while listening to the priest's semon he 
made up his mind to wait until the services were finished and 
worshippers left the church to ask the priest either to loan 
him a Bible or to tell him where he might purchase one. 

Accordingly, he lingered in front of the church un- 
til the priest locked the doors and was ready. to depart. Nico 
approached him, made the sign of the cross, and kissed the 
hem of thepriest's robe ( That is the custom when one wishes 
to speak to a Greek Orthodox priest) and said: " Father, for 
sometime I have been very anxious to read Holly Writ. Would 


you be good enough to favor me with a copy of the book con- 
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taining it, or tell me where I might purchase one?" The priest 
looked at his interrogator and parishioner and answered " No 
one but a priest may read God's revelations contained in Holy 
Writ my lad, therefore, I can neither lend you a copy, nor 
tell you where you might purchase one. All that a layman is 
permi ted to know is what the Cathechism contains. Be content 
and God bless you." Thereupon the two separated, and each went 
his own way. 

About two months after Nico made an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to procure a copy of the Bible, he was carrying 
a large volume under his arm while walking into the classroom. 
The professor LN a in the chair. Imntering the class- 
room somewhat noisily, the professor looked up and saw Mico, 
whose face was flushed, and carrying a ponderous volume under 
his arm. The professor called Nico to his desk and asked hin, 
first, why he was late, and secondly what book he had under 
his arm. To the first question Nico replied that he was anx' 
ious to procure the book he was carrying under his arm and 
he was forced to go some distance out of his customary path 
from his home to the school and handed the volume to the pro- 
fessor. As soon as the professor read the title of the book, 
his face showed signs of great displeasure. " Who advised or 
suggested to you to read this book?" asked the professor. To 
which question Nico's face, in turn, showed great anxiety and 
he kept silent. The professor repeated the question and Nico 


could only mutter that he did not know it was wrong to read a 


printed book. 
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The professor, however,insisted that Nico an' 
swer his question, or he would subject him to severe punish- 
ment, and the latter finally said " I bought it at a book- 
store naming the bookseller ana also his place. Thereupon 
the professor said: " No patriotic citizen of this country 
is permitted to have in his possession this book, therefore, 
I shall turn it over to the authorities together with the 
name and the place of the purveyor of this perverse literatures 
Go to your séate" The "perverse literature" to which the pro- 
fessor referred was nbnemether than " Das Kapital",by Kari 
Marx. 

When Nico was about Nineteen years of age , 
his father, who had been a widower for many years, decided 
that it was not good for a man to live without a mate; there- 
fore, without confiding to anyone the pangs and pains of his 
aching heart, he married a young girl in another village and 
brought her to his home. 

When. Nico returned from school, his father in- 
troduced his newly acquired wife to his son and said: " Son, 
this lady is now my wife and your mother. Her wishes will be 
mine, and I ask you to respect them." Nico said nothing, but 
only made dbow and kissed her hand. But as the days went by 
Nico was brooding about the new turn of affairs in his home, 
in fact, he was very displeased. Consequently, he managed to 


avoid both father and his new " mother" whenever it was possi- 


ble for him to do so without actually offending his father. 
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For his mother he did not care much and his 


father sensed that. 


One evening after dinner while father and son 
were alone in the room, the latter said: " Father, I wish to 
speak to you alone next Sunday. Let us both take a walk then 
and I shall tell you what is on my mind." The Father consent- 
ed and suggested that they should meet at a certain time and 
place in the public park. 

Te following Sunday father and son met in the 
park and the latter said: " Father dear, I am most wretched 
for three reasons. First, because I am about finished with 
all subjects taught in my school and I know of no other where 
I could study other and more advanced subjects in our town. 
Secondly, I lately read: books giving full information about 
the wonderful liberties and great opportunities existing in 
the United States of America and 1 long to go there. Thirdly, 
I am unhappy at home, especially since you married again and 
fostered upon me a new " mother " Ofcourse, father dear, you 
are quite of age and hence you were perfectly at liberty to 
marry again and live your own life, but please realize that I 
too have to live my own life and rather than waste three years 
in the army, which I shall have to join sooner or later, nolens 
volens, I wish you would give me enough money to go to the 
United States. I promise to return to you every franc as soon 


as I can do soe You will not regret this favor to me. 4 
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After Nico finished speaking his father asked 
him " How soon do you wish to go? " The son replied. Just as 
soon as I pass the examinations and receive my certificate 


of graduation, in about two months." The father promissed his 


son the necessary amount of money and they returned home. 


On October 2, I90I Nico was accompanied by his 
father and step-mother to the station where the train left for 
Bucarest, at which point he had to change for a train that 
left for Berlin and at the last place he had to take a train 
that took him to Hamburg where he embarked upon a steamer 
pound for the United States. In about twelve days after the 
ship left Hamburg, Nico landed in New York. 

In New York he asked many people he could in- 
duce to listen to him either in the German or the French lan- 
guage (he spoke both fluently) where he might find some one 
who came from Roumania, but no one seemed to know. 

As night was approaching, however, he accosted 
aman standing in front of a store in the Bowery and after 
asking him the same question he had already asked a score Orne 
more of other men, the man said: " I came from Roumania. 

What do you wish? " Upon receiving the answer Nico was elat' 
ed and they started a conversation in the Roumanian language, 
Nico was invited into the store and after a rather lengthy 
eonversation he was invited to be a dinner guest at the store- 
keeper's home. Nico inquired where he might engage lodging 


for the night and he was informed that it was time for that 


after dinner. 
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The storekeeper, whose name was B. Berescu, 
telephoned to his wife that he would bring along a guest 
for dinner and described the young man as best he could. He 
conveyed the information to his wife in the Roumanian lan' 
guage. At six o'clock Berescu closed his store and together 
with Nico climbed the steps to the Elevated Railway and took 
a train for his home. 

Upon arriving in his home Mr. Bereseu intro- 
duced Nico to Mrs. Berescu and three lovely young ladies, 
their daughters. Instantly all of them made Nico feel at 
home, as it were. 

Shortly after dinner, Mr. Berescu taking advan- 
ge of his wife's absence from the diningroom excused himself 
and left the room. In the meantime the three young ladies, 
who spoke only English, plied Nico with all sorts of ques- 
tions and the latter, in his broken English answered as best 
he could. While they were absent from the diningroom Mr. & 
Mrs. Berescu were in consultation as to the propriety and ad- 
vyisability to ask the young man to occupy one of their spare 
rooms until he could find suitable lodging. Having decided 
the matter in the affirmative Mr. Berescu returned to the 
diningroom and told Nico ."It is rather late in the day for 
you to be looking for a place to sleep, therefore, to-night 
and until you find a proper lodging place you may occupy one 


of our spare rooms.” After some hesitation, Nico assented. 


The following day Nico asked Mrs. Berescu and 
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her daughters, while they all were at the breakfast table, 
“where he should look for lodging and possibly board. Instant' 
ly Mrs. Berscu said, in Roumanian, do not be in a hurry.Rest 
up from the long journey in our home a few days. You are 
most welcome, unless you do not like us.or the room and food 
we give you. Ofcourse, everything, the family Berescu, as 
well as the room and food, were wholly to Nico's liking and 
taste. " But ", he said, to accept your kind hospitality and 
generosity would, I believe, be an imposition, I am only a 
stranger. Mrs. Berescu and her daughters, however, convinced 
Nico that they were sincere about the matter, and he consent— 
ed to stay. 

A day or two thereafter, Nico having been in- 
formed that two of the young ladies were juniors students in 
the University of the city of New York and one, the youngest, 
was still in high school, he began to ask questions about ed' 
ucational opportunities. He said that he would like to stu- 
dy the English language fluently, and in due time enter a 
University for the purpose of studying engineering. OL 
course", he added,” I shall have to look for a job in order 
+o earn some money for my upkeep and also save some money 

>) for my University education." The young ladies in chorus told 
Nico that educational opportunities were excellent, and many 
young men and girls work their way through the Universities 


One evening after dinner Nico asked Mr. Berescu — | 


how to go about procuring a job as a bookkeeper. He felt him- 
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self page bie to taking care of any system of pookkeeping, 
however complicated. Mr. Berescu said he would think about 
the matter and give him an answer the next evening. 

The following day an auditor handed Mr. Beres- 

cu a report whcih disclosed the shortage of a considerable 

sum of money and no one but his bookkaeper:could have embez?. 
gled it. Before closing time Mr. Berescu approached his book’ 
keeper and told him to examine it then and there. After glanc- 
ing at the report casually the bookkeeper said: * Urs Berscu, 
I am sorry to have to confess to you that on account of ill- 
ness in my home I had to take some money, which belonged to 
you; I am at your mercy, " and he began to weep. Thereupon Mr. 
Berescu said: " I shall no longer require your services, and 
as for the shortage, I shall expect you to make it good with- 
in six months; otherwise, I shall hand you over to the author- 
ities." Mr. Berescu had no intentionsof prosecuting his book- 
keeper, but he merely threatened him. However, that same even’ 
ing Mr. Berescu told Nico to report for work in his store as 
the bookkeeper. 

Nightly, Nico went to a school where he studied 
English and in about eighteen months he spoke the language flu' 
ently. During all of the stay in New York Nico became a mem- 
ber of the Berescu family. 

The eldest daughter confided to her mother that 


she was desperately in love with Nico.although neither Nico, 


nor his boss and host knew about it. 
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Some mothers can , if they care to, accomplish 
miracles, or wonders on behalf of their children, therefore, 
she used all of her ingeniuty to pring Nico closer to the bos' 
om of her family, and altho Nico was not quite twenty-one . 
years and he had decided a University course in Engineering, 
Mrs, Berescu , through infinite patience and much diplomacy, 
succeeded in having Nico confess that he too was in love with 
her daughter. 

One day the Surrogate's Court of NewiYork or- 
dered distributed..to each of Mr. & Mrs. Berescu's daughters 
the sum of twenty-five thousand Dollars which was left to 
them as legacies in their maternal grandmother's will. 

As soon as the money was paid to the girls 
two of them gave it to their mother‘for safe keeping and the 
one in love with Nico deposited her lagacy in a Bank. She 
being over eighteen and , according to the laws of New York, 
of full age. 

One evening, while walking in a park, Nico's 
sweetheart said, " Nico, if you are in accord, let us both 
go to California, where we shall marry upon arrival and as 
goon as Stanford University re-opens we shall both register a 
as students, you in the engineering department and I shall 
finish there my course in economics. I have money enough for 
the purpose.” Nico could scarcely credit the words to his 


sweetheart, but he realized that women were " indipendent i 


and dared not question her wisdom. 
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They walked and discussed the matter from every angle, and 
Nico finally blurted out " what would your parents, who were 
so good and kind to me, think of me? " Nothing else but that 
I am an ingrate." At that his sweetheart said: " I see, you 
think more of my parents than of me ." To this tatement Nico 
had no answer. In desperation he said : " When shall it be ?" 
To whieh the girl replied " I shall inform you #m twenty-four 
hours in advance. | 

About one week later Nico and his sweetheart 
were bound for California. 

Immediately upon arriving in Salifornia Nico 
and his sweetheart were married and about one week later the 
two registered at Stanford University. 

While a sophomore student at Stanford Nico 
took to his classroom two books and during recess left them 
on his desk. “4 fellow student being curious looked at the ti’ 
tle and well nigh collapsed. He showed the books to a few oth' 
er students and one of them who did oD particularly like Nico, 
told one of the professors " the sort of books Nico was read- 
ing." As soon as the students returned to the classroom, the 
professor who was tipped off walked up to Nico's desk and 
looked at the books. " My word," the professor said, how dare 
a student bring such literature into the classroom of an Ameri- 
can University?" Nico on hearing the professor's remark was 
thunderstruck. What should he say? He did not know. The pro- 


fessor said that he would have to report the matter to the Dean. 
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In due time Nico was called before the Dean 
and the latter admonished him never again to bring into the 
classroom such "perverse literature", or he would have to ex- 
pell him. 

The two books were Thomas Paine's " Age of 
Reason " and Kropotkin's " Bread." 

So long as he was a student in the University 
Nico never again brought any "perverse literature into the 
classroom, but confined himself strictly to the subjects 
taught in the engineering course. He had made up his mind, 
however to question the objecting professor as to his raison 
d'étre, therefore after he received the sheepskin on gradua- 
tion day he sought out the professor and after cordially 
saluting him, began to ply him with questions and particularly 
as to why he objected to a student's reading the twh books 
last above mentioned. The professor was somewhat confused 
ee to tell Nico, nevertheless, after a moment's hesitation, 
he said: My lad, this istitution was founded and heavily en- 
dowed by @& man who made his money in dubious ways, and gs6 
long as we are beneficiaries we cannot permit students to en- 
tertain any radical ideas. The sort of literature you brought 
into the classroom and presumably you read it, is bound to make 
@ radical of you. Now that you have graduated and are no lon- 
ger under our jurisdiction you are at liberty to read anything 
in print." I wish you success." Having finished, he and Nico 
shook hands and they parted. 

After Nico graduated, he and his wife estab- 


lished a home in San Framcisco.. 
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For some years he. was successful in his practice 
as a miningengineer; but from the year 1927 until the present 
time he has had a difficult time to make ends meet, as it were. 
He has two children and since the birth of his second child, 
his wife has been an invalid and no medical treatment seems to 
benefit her. They have appealed to Mrs. Manos parents for some 
financial assistance, but the Tae este eaenoni o eondition is no 
better than that of the former's. However, they are receiving 
a small weekly contribution from the relief funds of a private 


charity organization. 
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Principal chante... .5 A. 
Fiace of birth......+...numania 
Present GES ees scares wevcdl Years 
Present residence.......can Francisco, California. 
Present occupation......lailor 


In a little Rumanian village, during the year that Rumania won 
her complete independence; after about four hundred years of Turkish 
Oppression; there was born to a poor carpenter and his wife, a son, 
whom we will call "S. a.". 

S. A.'s father's earnings were very meager. There would be no 
schooling for the new baby. That, offcourse, was understood, for there 
were no free schools and the earnings of a Rumanian carpenter were not 
sufficient to pay for an education. Education and luxury were synony- 
mous; for rich men only. The little village was made up of members of 
the poor class and none of S. A.'s boyhood friends ever went to school. 

Even though this poor carpenter had no money, he had hopes and 
ambitions that his boy would make something of himself. He wouldn't 


let him grow up to be a "beggar". He would find a tradesman who would 


- take S. A. as soon as he was able to do small errands. That would be 


the solution. In his young and impressionable years he would learn a 
trade. 
At the tender age of five, when children now are starting kinder- 


garten, he was placed in a tailor shop. Even he realized how fortunate 


‘he was to find a man who was willing to bother with him and teach him 


a trade. He went about his duties with the same industry you might 
observe in a scholarly child just starting to learn. He had been 
brought up to realize that the boys with education received all of the 
jobs. He must work diligently, for how did he know but that he might 
have to support his parents before very long. Other childnrén not much 
older than he were supporting parents who would have starved otherwise, 


Of course, the time would come when he would become proficient in the 
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rads aga be able to earn, but now he was learning. This was his 
schooling and he was happy over the wonderful opportunity his parents 
and his "boss" were giving him. 

He continued on year after year and at the age of nine he was 
still apprentice to the same man and getting more skilled in his work. 

His hours were quite long and his wages very small, but he could 
not expect anything better. Until------ one night on his way home he met 
some of his friends. From them he learned that most of the boys of his 
age were hiring out on river boats. All of the way home he could think 
of nothing else but the wonderful adventures he would have if he hired 
out with them. They had good food on those boats. Good food, adventure, 
education from travel. Why not? But how was he to tell his parents? 
He broke the news to his father that night and as he had suspected, was 
met with great opposition. His father reminded him that the little 
money S. A. was starting to earn was a great help. He went over in 
detail with his father, the oonversation he had had with the boys who 
were leaving. These boys were their own bosses. Didn't his father 
realize that he was nine years old now? All of his friends had been 
allowed to start out for themselves at nine. A great many of them with- 
out trades and they planned to get by. Think what he could do. He always 
had his trade to fall back upon. He made his decision to go without 
his father's consent and the next day hired out on a river boat as 
"kitchen helper". 

He worked his way to Turkey and secured a job in a tailor shop. 
His travels, at first, took him all over the Balkans and then to other 
parts of the "old world", He was very lucky in securing work in tailor 
shops and on various boats, but as he looks back; his earnings were very 
small. In Syria they were so lean that he nearly starved. 

He was beginning to learn a little of the various languages, 


except English. He was learning enough to be understood, at least, but 
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he did not know how to read or write in any language. 

At the age of 14 he was very skillful as a tailor ana feeling 
very grown ventured to Paris. He never found it difficult to obtain 
employment. We now find him in a tailoring establishment in Paris drawing 
very satisfactory wages,for the time. By being careful,he soon saved enough 
money to open his own establishment. He became prosperous and remained 
in Paris for eleven years. 

This brings S. A. to the age of 25, when he closed his Paris shop 
and crossed the Channel to London. . Again he obtained work as a tailor. 
He could not understand English and spent eight very difficult months in 
London. He added some to his Paris savings until he had fifty pounds. 

That seemed like a great deal of money; but upon looking back he realized 
that he should have saved more in Paris. He had been young. Young people 
with money were spending it then,and he was no exception. He had been 
hearing a great deal of AMERICA. Fifty pounds. Why hadn't he saved more? 
Fifty pounds. Almost Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars in America. He could 
make it. America - BIG MONEY - Money - AMERICA. 

He sailed for AMERICA, with one thought in mind. He would make a 
fortune. In New York he again found work as a tailor and with the help 
of friends, soon learned to read and write. This was his first bit of 
formal education. Up to now his education had consisted of personal 
experiences and contacts with others. America appealed to S. A. and it 
did not take him long to forget that he had come here simply to make money. 
His earning were better and living conditions so far Superior that he 
lost all desire to ever return to the other side. He did not stay in 
New York for long. For the past thirty-one years he has worked at the 
tailoring trade in San Francisco. He has conducted his own establishment 
for many years. At the present time he is having a hard time to make 
a living in his little S. F. shop. He does all of his own work and by 


working long hours, he manages to get by. 
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No one pealizes more than S. A. what a big handicap it is to battle 
the world without at least a grade school education. He saw to it that 
his children received an education. He is cheerful and says he should not 
complain. At least, he is better off than he would be in his own country. 

While in New York he took out his first papers and five years 
later in San Francisco received his second papers. He married a San 
Francisco girl. 

He has two sons, who were born in San Francisco and received their 
education here. One of them passed the Bar Examination and practiced law 
for awhile. The two brothers are now partners in the Scrap Iron business, 

S. A. is a democrat. Believes in the administration and believes 
our President is doing the best he can. He hopes he will be able to see 
‘the job accomplished that he has set out to do. 

He loves San Francisco and has no desire to live any where else. 

He said, “America is the only country in which to tive and especially 


in which to make a living." 


NOTES from incidents in S. A.'s life: 

Would you like to hear about a city where people were murdered on 
the street in broad-daylight and the police did not make an attempt to 
find the murderer? All right - Listen to a tale of CONSTANTINOPLE. 

As you view Constantinople from the Golden Horn, which is the 
narrow inlet of the Bosporus; the harbor of the city; it seems like a 
beautiful city. Once inside,you find its streets narrow and heaped with 
filth. It is really made up of many small cities, so to speak, foreone 
Greeks, Turks, English, Americans, and French all have their separate 
communities. It is a very cheap place in which to live. In fact, vial 
my time one had to work but little in order to live in the Greek section. 


This was the section for the Greeks and for the poor people of all 


* 
ae! ’ ? i 4 i , aed D> fall 
tose SRK Lei OTs tard £Sent). Toc-eRD 


+ ‘ e 
‘ t i ; Lt OF. 8 
“ 
: . os LOOMED, 2 
€ F 
i. I bt 
. 4 ’ ; : ' L ake 
a . rh ino @ 
: 4 £ z + 
4 on, Ete =, xl 
j : 22D. Yeo Slit” BL 
Hs ) 
¥? > ae r 
J ae Ate fi x 
Ky 
g . 
te 
é 
s : ' sh 
. : . . 4 es *. . uate 
= ae 
; a cr ie 
' ‘ Beh ag SAtl poy Binet = 


— ak a ole 
\eted ” neh tesnd: 
. § «a 


. ad 
neO:Li ons “ord “Sl qeatindsenor waltyv uy 


» 


‘a ‘vig edt. to toersed ead  pepmegee’ pay to a 
it. 4.26180 eone vile 
eo ote 


eit ede fused Cr ick V2 fJieot tenet. VBE = ee Bos (fee 4 


f bg Me Sea ® Fy ) 
i 4 J "és ms i. { a> ae - 

[nc boosh: deon® eH dat, went od ok 
‘ 9 his FA be p : 


Page. #5. 

nationalities. As long as you were poor or showed no outward signs of 
wealth, you were unmolested. However, it was very dangerous for any 

of the upper classes to mingle or even venture into the Greek quarters. 
Many of these Greeks were of mixed blood and were a lazy, murderous: 
class. No where have I ever found their equal. It was not uncommon to 
see a man killed. I have seen many of them, but I shall tell you of 
one particular case. 

One day walking directly ahead of me on one of the streets of the 

Greek section was a man, from all appearances, a little more »rosperous 
than the average. Directly in back of me followed a group of Greeks. 
They were talking among themselves - just casually. As _T was not proceed- 
ing at a great rate of speed, they soon passed me. As they passed the 
man ahead of me, one of the Greeks plunged a short,wide,double edged 
knife into his back with such skill that the man fell dead instantly. 
Not a sound from the stricken man. Not a word spoken by the Greeks, 
The Greeks walked on,in company,again. The little business they had 
attended to, had taken them but a second. I was but a few feet from 
them. I, also, walked on and so did every passerby that followed. In 
the course of time an officer would pick up the body; but the officer 
would not be called. There was an unwritten law in this section known 
to the inhabitants and for this reason we all walked on. The policeman 
knew it was useless to ask questions. No one would know anything. Why 
the people in the vicinity had not even seen anything. As I said, this 
is just one of many such killings I have witnessed; but never was any 
one convicted. All of the Greeks carried the type of biade described 
and without question this section of Constantinople was the toughest 


place that I have ever seen or heard of in all of my travels. 
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Meditations on Paris by S. A.: 
S. A. found the Parisian people the most friendly and helpful of ail the 
nationalities he has encountered. They were very good spenders and not 
penurious as most people think. However, the peasants are frugal. He 
Says the war has changed things, so he hears from friends over there. 
The information he has is based on conditions in Paris fofty years ago. 
At that time they liked all foreigners and treated them as they would 
each other, with the exception of Germans. They did not like them. 
When S. A. opened his shop in Paris, the’ French people encourared and 
helped him in every way possible. They wanted him to be succecsful. 
When he was, they were pleased. S.A. loved Paris. It stands out in 
his memory as one of the bright spots of his life. The left bank of the 
Seine, the Latin quarter, was very well known to him. In his day, it was 
dangerous for people with money to venture down there in the early morn- 
ing hours as they did many times. A rich man would come to Paris and 
after visiting the up-town cafes would go to the Latin quarter for an 
added thrill before the sun started rising. Almost every morning when 
the sun did rise one or more bodies would be picked up on the street or 
fished out of the river - robbed and stabbed. These bodies were nlaced 
on ice in the morgue close by, for a limit of two weeks, so relatives 
could claim them. 
This Latin quarter, as S. A. remembers it, was a sort of produce section. 
The farmers started arriving at about 2 A. M. and the gay cafes started 
opening up at this time. The fashionable uptown cafes were just closing. 

As it is not our custom to pick up with Strangers, it might sound 
queer to you to hear this little story; but in the Latin quarter of Paris 
in my time, it was quite the custom to join a stranger ina drink. 

One morning at about 2:50 A. M. I was leisurely strolling along 


when a tall, good looking gentlemen approached and invited me to have 
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some wine. I accepted and we started down the street together. He 
said, "How would you like to go to the worst place in Paris?" Being 
young and adventuresome, I accepted. We proceeded and ina short time 
arrived at what from all outward appearance was an unoccupied basement. 
As was the case with most of these cafes, there was a "peek hole" A 
knock on the door would Beer an attendant to the “peek hole". If. the 
attendant was satisfied with your looks, you were admitted. If not, 
he became very dumb and had no idea what you wanted. We knocked and 
much to my astonishment, I was pushed in front of the "peep hole” and 
my tall friend stepped aside. The attendant upon looking out, saw my 
young foreign face and opened the door. My friend and I walked in. 
A real dive was right. It was filled with apaches and their girls. No 
man's life was worth a dime in that place. S. A. was young, but 
familiar enough with the Latin quarter to know that he was in a tough 
spot. Well, the tall eee ene had asked him if he wanted to see the 
worst place in Paris. Here he was. Right there were the toughest 
humans in all of Paris. No outsiders - just S. A. and his tall, triend 
were locked in this basement with the Underworld. Of course, the 
attendant had let them in for he had thought S. A. was a foreigher 
with money, looking for a thrill. 
They ordered drinks and scrutinized the curious assemblage. Some of 
the girls were very young and beautiful and shapely. They wore high 
top shoes and short stockings with the balance of the body nude. He 
learned from his friend that they danced in the uptown cafes and at 
closing time were met by their boy friends, as we will call them. The 
French had a name for them (Maquereau) in English (Mackerel). These 
boy friends were outside their cafes at quitting time to take the girl's 
nightly earnings. Then they took them to the Latin quarter where we 


now find them as our friends look them over. 
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Ss eae noticed a peculiar feeling in the crowd poet ne tall centlemen. 
He looked at him. He did look too official. The tall man asked to be 
excused for a minute and stepped away. S. A. was alone at his table and 
his eyes wandered around the room again. They fell on an Apache. Where 
had he seen that man before? A chill came over him as he realized that 
just shortly before he met his tall friend he had seen that very apache 
stick a knife into a girl. 

A knock on the door. The lookout man couldn't help himself this time. 
He was forced to open the door and the police swarmed into the place. 
The tall gentlemen was a French detective. This was a round-up. The 
police knew that on this particular night there was a celebration in 
this dive and most of the cutthroats of Paris were there. This raid 

was planned, but not to the knowledge of S. A. However, he had been 

the means of gaining entrance. Through a peculiar turn of fate he had 
been responsible for a round-up of cut-throats in the worst dive in 


Paris. 
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